ce mb. 





Mubarak denies dropping support for Ghali 

UNITED NATIONS (AFPj — Egyptian President 
Hosm Mubarak on Tuesday assured U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali of his country's continued 
support as the Egyptian seeks a second mandate as 
L\N. chier. U.N. spokeswoman Sylvana roa said Ms 
Foa told AFP that Mr. Mubarak said he had been 
"misquoted” at a Tunis news conference in which he 
appeared to end Egypt's support for Mr. Ghali who is 
seeking a second five-year term in the face of a U.S. 
veto. Mr. Mubarak had been quoted as saving in 
Tunis: “Dr. Boutros-Ghali will not be re-elected. Our 
mission of support stops at this stage while there has 
been a veto against” his candidacy! Mr. Mr. Ghali ’s 
current mandate expires on Dec. 31. The United 
States was alone among the Security Council mem- 
bers to veto his candidacy on Nov. l'y (see page 7). 
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Arafat orders 15% cut in bread priuco 

GAZA CITY ( AP) — Yasser Arafat ordered bread prices 
lowered by 15 per cent Tuesday to help Palestinian* 
make ends meet despite high unemployment and pro- 
longed Israeli security blockades of the West Bank and 
Ga 22 Strip. The closures, imposed to keep militant sui- 
cide bombers out of Israel, have boned tens of thousands 
of Palestinians from jobs in the Jewish state. Mr. Arafat 
has estimated the closure costs the Palestinian economy 
57 million to 59 million a day in lost wages and income. 
The Palestinian labour ministry said Tuesday that unem- 
ployment had risen to more than 60 per cent as a’resull 
of the closures. The average annual per capita income in 
Gaza was abom S650 last year, or about one4wcntieth of 
what Israelis make, according to U.N. figures. In Gaira 
City. Palestinians formed lines outside bakeries Tuesday 
morning to buy the cheaper bread. ' 


Price: Jordan 150 Fils 
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z King to 

fl,„ 

7; visit UAE 
£ Saturday 

^ AMMAN (J.T) — His 
Majesty King H&ssejn will 
f visit the United Arab Emi- 
1 r ‘- rates (UAE) on Saturday 
“ in his first trip there since 
'k 1990. official sources said 
n - J Tuesday. 

The sources said the King 
^ would be accompanied by 
Prime Minister ■ Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and other 
, .. officials. 

Details of the King's visit 
were not immediateiy 
^ available, but he was 
; expected to hold talks with 
i. n . UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
• ir Nahayan and attend eele- 
U,‘ brations marking the ann- 
jp i versa ry of Sheikh Zayed 's 
l , L assumption of constitu- 
, Jir tional powers as well as 
the silver jubilee of the 
f establishment of the UAE. 

Mubarak sends 
a message to King 

! .AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
1 v Mohammad, the Regent. 
f on Tuesday received a 
message from Egyptian 
lM1 - President Hosni Mubarak 
" u to His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. The message dealt 

* with the current situations 
fm in the region and the latest 

developments of the Mid- 
,;3 die East peace process os 
, w'eJI as coordinaton 
./ berween Jordan and Egypt. 

" .. The message was delivered 
' to the Regent by Egypt’s 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Hani Riad A15 during an 
audience at the Royal 

f: Court. 

i.» 

81 Regent visits GHQ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
•,.» Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the Regent. 

V on Tuesday called at the 
L j : General Headquarters of 
^ the Armed Forces and met 
j the chairman of the joint 
„ chiefs-of-staff. Field Mar- 
\ shal Abdul Hafez Mirai, 

* and other senior officers. 

Blast kills 2 on 
Paris metro 

i* PARIS (Ri — Two people 
> were killed and 47 injured, 
ts eight of them seriously, 
when a bomb exploded on 
an underground railway 
a ; train in Paris on Tuesday, | 
r officials said. Prime Minis- : 
ter Alain Juppe, w-ho j 
^ rushed to the scene, said an 
explosive device caused 1 
$ the blast. The explosion 
occurred in a train carriage 
of the Regional Express at 
•f ; 6.05 p.m. (1705 GMT) at 
K the Port Royal station on 
the left bank, the RATP 
transport authority said. 

ifr 

? Arafat in Riyadh 

jj.- RIYADH (AP) — ■ Palesti n- 
& ian leader Yasser Arafat 
■/. arrived Tuesday to meet 
p with King Fahd for discus- 
p- sions on the stalled Pales- 

V rinian-r.sraeli peace talks 
af and other regional develop- 
v: raents. Mr. Arafat’s visit. 
f!’. the fourth this year to the 
-f- kingdom, aims at rallying 
,/ support for the Palestini- 
^ ans. He will also hold talks 
£•' with Crown Prince Abdul- 

]ah and the foreign and 
v . interior ministers. 

Well-known Arab 
jf scholar dies at 82 

BEIRUT (AP) — Sheikh 
b ... Abdullah AJayiy, one of the 
Arab World’s prominent 
Muslim religious scholars, 
died in Beirut Tuesday,. 

< state-run Beirut television 
said. He was 82. Bom in 

* . Beirut, Alayly, a Sunni 

Muslim, was die author of 
several religious and liter- 
^ aiy books in Arabic. He 

* was also an authority on 
*' die Arabic language. 


Jordan stresses need to bring f old Mideast into new world* 

Crown Prince Hassan, in address to Global Panel 1996, says international 
idioms and standards should be brought into conduct of affairs in region 

HRH reminds Netanyahu that peace needs to be built on exchange of land for peace 


Special from the Hague 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan told 
an international conference, 
which opened here yester- 
day. that while the peace 
process has not yet brought 
about a new Middle East, it 
was still possible and desir- 
able to bring the '‘old’’ 
region into a "new* world." 

"At a casual glance, it is 
hard to discern anything 
new in our region," the 
Crown Prince told Global 
Pane! 1996. whose theme 
this year is entitled "The 
Need for a Grand Design: 
Multiple Perspectives on a 
Changing World." 

"It is disheartening at 
times that the new Middle 
East looks rather like the 
old one: Stalemated peace 
negotiations, or no peace 
negotiations; closures and 
blockades; political postur- 


ing and brinkmanship.” he 
said. ’This is not the stuff 
of which peace is made, let 
alone security and prosperi- 
ty" 

But the Crown Prince 
asserted the need to possess 
a new vision that would 
come from the f region itself 
in order to bring the "old 
Middle East into a new 
world.” 

Such vision should be 
premised on bringing 
international idiom and 
standards to the conduct of 
affairs in the region, 
whether economic, politi- 
cal. military or cultural, the 
Crown Prince said. "We 
would like our region to 
participate not just in the 
Global Village but in the 
Global City." he told the 
hundreds of participants 
who listened to his keynote 
address. 

Global Panel is a confer- 


ence during which 
international developments 
in the political, economic, 
and social spheres are dis- 
cussed at the highest level 
by opinion leaders and 
decision-makers. The 
organiser of the panel is the 
European Research Centre 
(ERC), an independent 
Dutch organisation with 
international experience. 
For eight consecutive years, 
the panel has proved to be 
an inspiring meeting place 
fo’r business people, politi- 
cians, and academics, 
according to its president, 
DJ. Boars. 

The conference is sup- 
ported by the international 
business community, the 
Dutch government, and the 
European Union. The 
Dutch minister for foreign 
trade. Mrs. Annoke van 
Dok-van Woole, acts as 
president of Global Panel. 


The panel is organised in 
dose cooperation with its 
chairman. Professor Alien 
Weinstein and Ruud Lub- 
bers, former prime minister 
of the Netherlands, with 
whom the Crown Prince 
had separate meetings yes- 
terday. 

Global Panel has hosted, 
among other dignitaries. 
His Majesty King Hussein, 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, former U.S. presi- 
dents George Bush and 
Jimmy Carter, and former 
Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

The Israeli prime minis- 
ter. Benyamin Netanyahu, 
was scheduled to attend this 
year's conference but did 
not due to his presence in 
Portugal to attend the con- 
ference of the Organisation 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE). 

However, Mr. Netanyahu 


Israeli premier shifts tack, says he 
favours EU role in peace process 


LISBON (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu held 
the door open to greater 
participation from Europe 
in the stalled Middle East 
peace process at the Euro- 
pean security summit here 
Tuesday. 

"Come on in. We should 
talk to you, we should brief 
you. and you could do the 
same with all parties Mr. 
Netanyahu told a press 
conference on the margins 
of the two-day summit. 

"We will spend more time 
with the European govern- 
ments. more time with the 
European representatives,” 
he added. 

Israel, along with Egypt 
and several other North 
African countries, is an 
observer ar the two-day 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) summit. 

, He said negotiations with 
Syria on the future of the 
disputed Golan Heights 
could soon get back on 
track. "We’re moving 
toward the resumption of 
negotiations.” he said, 
emphasising that those 
talks must include the 
United States. 

Mr. Netanyahu also said 
Egypt "was and remains the 
main partner for peace. We 
should spend extra effort to 
iron out our differences. ’ 

The Israeli premier held 


talks later Tuesday with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

"I look forward to the 
continued engagement of 
Europe," the Israeli pre- 
mier told reporters. “It has 
an interest in seeing peace, 
in participating in the 
process, not only economi- 
cally but by constructive 
dialogue between the par- 
ties. 

“What Europe seeks is 
not to substitute other par- 
ties or take on the role of 
the U.S. as a facilitator,” he 
added. 

But. he said, the European 
Union (EU) had on the 
whole taken a very prudent 
and wise approach to the 
Middle East. “It has chosen 
the right course that 
allowed them to have the 
ear of both parties and exer- 
cise their influence." 

Relations between Israel 
and Europe degenerated 
over the stalled peace 
process, much of the blame 
for which was pinned on 
Israel. 

On Monday. French Pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac 
warned Mr. Netanyahu of 
the danger of a flare-up in 
Middle East violence and 
urged him to make a "ges- 
ture" to improve the situa- 
tion. 

For several months, Mr. 
Chirac said, "there has not 
been a positive gesture 


from the Israeli authori- 
ties,” and that "counted for 
a lot in the misunderstand- 
ings we can see at the 
moment." 

The Israeli premier said 
Tuesday he supported the 
introduction in the Middle 
East of an OSCE-style 
organisation. 

"What rhe OSCE did was 
to find rules of conduct: no 
violence, no threat of vio- 
lence, continued negotia- 
tions in order to reach solu- 
tions,” Mr. Netanyahu said. 
"This is precisely the 
approach we seek.” 

Mr. Netanyahu and Pales- 
tinian chief Yasser Arafat 
also traded barbs and blame 
Tuesday over the dead- 
locked negotiations on 
extending self-rule to the 
explosive West Bank town 
of Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
in Lisbon insisted that "98 
per cent” of the Hebron 
issue had been resolved by 
negotiators. 

'There are a few technical 
issues that are left, they 
relate to security issues pri- 
marily, but none that are 
unresol v able,” he said. 

"1 would say that the 
heads of government who 
are represented here solve 
more difficult problems 
each morning in the first 
hour of their work day. 

"There is nothing that 
remains on the table that 


cannot be resolved if there 
is a decision on the Pales- 
tinian side to resolve it. So 
far there has not been a 
decision.*’ 

But Mr. Arafat rejected 
what has become a standard 
Israeli refrain of optimism 
since the negotiations 
began more than eight 
weeks ago. 

'There are many differ- 
ences on Hebron," Mr. 
Arafat told reporters as he 
left Gaza City for a visit to 
Saudi Arabia. 

He specifically denied 
claims Israel had yielded on 
demands that the Palestini- 
ans acknowledge in writing 
its right to send troops back 
into parts of Hebron ceded 
to the self-rule authority to 
prevent anti- Israeli attacks. 

‘They are still insisting 
for the hot pursuit,” Mr. 
Arafat said. “I am giving 
you the realities and the 
facts, 1 have the papers, it's 
not true what the Israeli 
media say." 

Mr. Arafat also insisted 
that "the problem is not 
only Hebron ... We have 
more than 35 problems that 
still have not been imple- 
mented" as required by the 
1995 Oslo self-rule agree- 
ments. 

He said these included 
further Israeli redeploy- 
ments from the West Bank. 

(Continued on page 7) 


OSCE summit ends with agreement on new 
security order but under ex-Soviet clouds 


LISBON i AFP) — Lead- 
ers of the pan-European 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation (OSCE) 
agreed Tuesday to build a 
new security order for the 
21st century, but their high 
ideals were marred by 
regional rows and discord 
over NATO expansion. 

In a sign of the problems 
thev face, the final declara- 
tion of the OSCE summit 
was almost scuppered by a 
dispute between two former 
Soviet republics. 

Russia fears over North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) expansion and 
regional conflicts also con- 
tinued to cloud the two-day 
summit of the 54-member 
organisation, holding its 
10th summit since it was 


founded in 1975. 

"We are all working for 
better security conditions in 
the next century," said out- 
going OSCE. Chairman 
Flavio Coni, the foreign 
minister of Switzerland. 

But referring to Russian 
fears over NATO, he said 
starkly: "It's not possible to’ 
resolve these issues in two 
days in Lisbon. 

“We have to acccepl that 
international dialogue 
which is now in full action 
will come into play in the 
next months or perhaps in 
the next years." 

Portuguese Prime Minis- 
ter Antonio Guterres 
announced the declaration 
on “a common and compre- 
hensive security model for 
Europe for the 21st centu- 


ry” at the climax of the 
summit. 

Key points in the security 
declaration include no sup- 
port for any stale that uses 
force against another mem- 
ber state, and a guarantee 
that foreign troops can only 
be deployed with the con- 
sent of the host country. 

"We are determined to 
leam from the tragedies of 
the past and to translate our 
vision of a cooperative 
fuiure into reality by creat- 
ing a common security 
space free of dividing lines 
in which ail states are equal 
partners.” it said. 

The OSCE chief, mean- 
while, admitted that, even 
if the security model came 
into being, much depended 
on relations between NATO 


and Moscow. 

“If NATO for instance 
found a way of formalising 
its confidence relations 
with Russia. I believe sin- 
cerely that the security 
model of OSCE would in a 
certain sense lose a certain 
part of its importance.” he 
said. 

Bui accord on a global 
political declaration from 
the summit was almost 
blocked by deadlock 
between Armenia and Azer- 
baijan over the disputed 
Azerbaijani enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

Right up to the closing 
ceremony it was unclear 
whether the assembled 
leaders could agree — 

(Continued on page 7) 


addressed the Hague con- 
ference via a satellite link- 
up. 

In his brief address, the 
Israeli prime minister paid 
tribute to the King and the 
Crown Prince and the “fine 
ideas” Jordan presents on 
peace and security in the 
Middle East. But while he 
expressed his government's 
commitment to pursue a 
settlement with the Arabs 
and belief that the peace 
process was not threatened, 
the thrust of his words was 
focused on maintaining 
security for Israelis and 
promoting foreign invest- 
ment in Israel. 

Mr. Netanyahu called for 
continuing the peace effort 
in the Middle East in a 
framework "similar” to that 
pursued in Europe in which 
“dialogue can continue" 
uninterrupted based on an 
“overall security approach" 



and on economic coopera- 
tion among all sides. 

But in comments he made 
to the prime minister right 
afterwards the Crown 
Prince had to remind him 
that for peace to be made 
and built on Israel needed 
to exchange it for land and 
to respect the rights of the 


Arabs. 

“You've painted a rosy 
picture of what Israel can 
do in terms of technology 
and for its (economic i 
future.” the Crown Prince 
said. "But. apart from polit- 
ical considerations, a cul- 
tural dialogue has still to be 
built... good things have to 
be done (even* in bad 
times... and peace has to 
bring about a change in the 
quality of life < for all the 
peoples in the region)." 
Prince Hassan added. 
"Sharing stability has to be 
the goal and by-product of 
our common efforts." 

In his speech to the con- 
ference. and in an interview 
he gave to Dutch television 
later, the Crown Prince 
called on the Israelis to 
have a broader definition of 
security to join in the cam- 

( Continued on page 7) 


Israel to allow Jordanian trucks 
to carry cement to Palestinians 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israel has 
agreed to allow Jordan 
transport cement and oil 
directly to the Palestinian 
territories. Minister of 
Transport Nasser Lawzi 
said Tuesday. 

While Jordan will start 
sending cement to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip on 
Jan. 1, 1997, the transport of 
oil would have to wait until 
a decision has been reached 
on the issue with the Pales- 
tinians. 

The agreement was 
reached on Monday, a Min- 
istry of Transport statement 
said. 

The new arrangement is 
part of an accord reached 
between Jordan and Israel 
on replacing a "back-to- 
back" system of transport 
of Jordanian exports 
through the crossing points 
in the Jordan Valley and 
Wadi Araba. 

Replacing the "back-to- 
back” transport arrange- 


ment has been a long-stand- 
ing Jordanian demand 
because of the delays 
involved in unloading 
goods for Israeli inspec- 
tions and reloading them 
onto Israeli vehicles on the 
other side of the crossing 
was not only incurring 
additional costs but also 
damaging some of the 
cargo in the process. 

However, the new system 
would be applicable only 
for Jordanian exports to 
Israel and the Kingdom's 
exports of cemem to the 
Palestinian territories. The 
aspect of the accord related 
to the transport of oil was 
not immediately clarified. 

The announcement of the 
Israeli agreement was made 
one day before Israeli Trade 
Minister Natan Sharansky 
was to make his first visit to 
Jordan for talks with his 
counterpart Alt Abul 
Ragheb and other officials. 

Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said 
Monday Jordan hopes to 
reach agreement with Israel 


on broadening the base of 
products ir could export to 
the Jewish state and the 
Palestinian territories dur- 
ing the visit. 

Mr. Sharansky held a 
first round of talks with 
Mr. Abul Ragheb in Cairo 
in mid-November on the 
fringes of the third Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference held in 
the Egyptian capital and 
agreed in principle to 
expand a list of products 
that enjoy preferential sta- 
tus while traded between 
Jordan and Israel. 

Mr. Sharansky also 
agreed to consider a Jor- 
danian request for a reduc- 
tion of customs duties 
levied on certain Jordanian 
products while entering 
Israel.. 

"We are very much inter- 
ested in really activating 
the trade agreement we 
have signed with Israel" as 
called for in the October 
1994 peace treaty between 

(Continued on page 7) 


U.N. moves signal imminent 
start of Iraqi oil-for-food flow 


UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) — A full 
team to monitor Iraqi oil sales will be in the 
country by this weekend, signalling the immi- 
nent start of the programme, under which 
Baghdad can resume oil exports to buy food 
and medicine. U.N. officials and diplomats 
say. 

The monitors will join a four-member 
advance team from the Dutch company Say- 
bolt. which will test a metering station on the 
Kirkuk-to-Yumunalik pipeline, which must 
be working properly before the exports can 
begin. 

The test on the metering station was to be 
conducted Tuesday. Once the station is 
deemed operable. U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali is expected to give the final go- 
ahead, U.N. officials said. 

Iraq has been barred from world oil markets 
since the 1990 invasion of Kuwait. The Secu- 
rity Council imposed sweeping sanctions 
against Iraq and said they would not be lifted 
until the United Nations is satisfied that 
Baghdad has complied with orders to destroy 
weapons of mass destruction. 

Last May. Iraq accepted a U.N. plan allow- 
ing it to sell S2 billion worth of oil every 180 
days to buy food and medicine, pay war repa- 
rations and finance U.N. weapons inspec- 
tions on its territory. 

But the plan has been delayed by numerous 
issues, including Iraq's military incursion into 
Kurdish areas of the north last August. 

U.N. officials and diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said it could take 


another two weeks before the oil, begins 
flowing because of bureaucratic procedures 
and the need to keep major U.N. member 
states informed of progress. 

In a related development, the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee on Iraq was to meet Tues- 
day to discuss U.S. allegations thaL Iran has 
helped its former enemy Iraq sidestep the 
sanctions. 

The United States maintains it has proof 
that Iraqi oil is being illegally shipped from 
Iraq aboard vessels provided with phony 
papers by the Iranian Revolutionary Guards.u 

Iran and Iraq have denied the charge. 

A senior Iraqi oil official said, meanwhile. 
Iraq had signed "initial contracts” with. 50 
international firms for the sale of its crude oil 
under its oil-for-food deal with the United 
Nations. 

"We have deals with 50 firms from Europe, 
South East Asia and South America.. .These 
arc initial but binding international contracts. 
They do not include prices as prices have to 
be determined at the time of shipping," Taha 
Hmud Mosu, senior under-secretary* of Iraq's 
Oil Ministry told Reuters. 

Mr. Mesa said the deals could be completed 
"in several days as the companies are ready 
waiting for the signal to start loading." 

He said no deals were signed with U.S. or 
British firms but stressed that Iraq would be 
ready to cooperate with them. “We hope they 
(U.S. and British firms) would come and from 
our side we will be prepared to sell them the 
amounts available,” he said. 
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GCC head: Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait 
is hard to forget 


DUBAI (R) — The head of 
the six-nation Gulf Cooper- 
ation Council said on Tues- 
day Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990 was still 
fresh in the memories of 
Golf Arabs. 

“Any nation in the world 
that could have experi- 
enced what the Kuwaiti 
people went through {dur- 
ing the Gulf crisis) will find 
it "difficult to forget that 
easily” GCC Secretary- 
General Jameel A1 Hujilan 
told die Qatari news 
agency. 

“Arab reconciliation is 
important and vital... but 
circumstances in the 
region, differences and 
Iraq's tardiness in imple- 
menting international reso- 
lutions. added to the suffer- 
ing and pain of the Iraqi 
people." he added without 
elaborating. 

Diplomats said Mr. Huji- 
ian's statement, ahead of a 
GCC summit in Doha on 
Dec. 7. indicated the group 
was not ready for an early 
reconciliation with Iraq. It 
also aimed at calming pub- 
lic speculation about GCC 
rifts over normalising ties 
with Iraq. 

Member states in the 
GCC — a political and eco- 


nomic alliance grouping 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait. 
Bahrain. Oman, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Qatar — have individually 
voiced differing opinions 
on rapprochement with 
Iraq. 

The UAE, Qatar and 
Oman have softened their 
stand on Iraq since the 
invasion, but Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia, the region's 
dominant economic and 
political power, have main- 
tained a tough stand. 

Kuwait said last week it 
had turned down a call by 
UAE President Sheikh 
Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan to mend fractured 
relations with Iraq. 

The UAE. apart from its 
concerns over the suffering 
of the Iraqi people under 
six years of crippling U.N. 
sanctions, is fearful that a 
weak Iraq will play into the 
hands of the Gulf's non- 
Arab heavyweight Iran, just 
across the waterway. 

Saudi Arabia on Monday- 
welcomed Iraq's accep- 
tance last week of United 
Nations terms to implement 
a deal signed in May allow- 
ing it to sell oil worth $2 
billion over six months to 
pay for food and medicine. 


Gunmen reportedly attack 
house of Iraqi Shiite leader 


CAIRO (AP) — Unidenti- 
fied gunmen have attacked 
the house of a prominent 
Shiite Muslim leader in 
Iraq's holy city of Najaf, 
killing one of his attendants 
and wounding two others, a 
major Shiite opposition 
group said Monday. 

In a statement faxed to 
the Associated Press in 
Cairo, the London-based Al 
Khoei Foundation said it 
held the ' Iraqi authorities 
responsible for the Nov. 25 
"attack on_ihe house .of 
Grand Ayatollah Ali Hus- 
seini Sistani. 

“This is a terrorist and a 
provocative attack against 
the post of the supreme Shi- 
ite guide the... full respon- 
sibility of which should be 
shouldered by the Iraqi 
authorities." said the group, 
whose claim could not be 
independently confirmed. 

It said the 65-year-old 
Sistani also used his home 
for his public religious 
activities, but made no 
mention of who could have 
been the target of the 
attack. 

But Hamid Al Bayari. 
spokesman of the Supreme 
Council of the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq — 
another Iraqi Shiite opposi- 
tion group — told the AP 
on Monday that two men 
dissuised as Shiite clerav- 


men went into Ayatollah 
Sistani's house asking to 
see him. 

But when they saw his 
son, Mohammad Ridha. 
they pulled handguns fitted 
with silencers and started 
shooting at him. said Mr. 
Bayati. who was speaking 
by telephone from London. 

The three attendants — 
the victim and the two 
wounded others — shield- 
ed Mohammed Ridha with 
their bodies, allowing him 
to escape injury, he added. ' 

Mr. Bayati said one of the 
two attackers was later 
identified by local residents 
of Najaf as being a security 
officer. 

Ayatollah Sistani wields a 
great deal of influence 
among Iraq’s large Shiite 
community, whose rela- 
tions with the country's rul- 
ing clique from the rival 
and mainstream Sunni sect 
are fraught with tension 
and mutual suspicion. 

A short-lived Shiite 
uprising in southern Iraq 
was suppressed by Saddam 
Hussein's army in 1991. 
Gulf war allies led by the 
United States have 
enforced a no-fly zone over 
southern Iraq since then to 
protect the area's Shiite 
population from reprisals 
by the army. 



EUROPEAN TRADE PROMOTION: Iraq’s Minister of Health Umeed Madhat Mubarak 
speaks to Peter Anderson, representative of the British company Jaeger Tonnies, as he opens 
an European trade promotion exhibition for medical* pharmaceutical and infant care prod- 
ucts in Baghdad on Tuesday (Reuters photo) 


Netanyahu, U.S. barred Arafat invitation to Lisbon — reports 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
United States, at the urging 
of Israeli leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu, pressured Por- 
tugal not to invite Palestin- 
ian leader Yasser .Arafat to 
an international conference 
this week in Lisbon, Israeli 
newspapers reported Tues- 
day. 

U.S. officials stepped in 
after Mr. Netanyahu told 
them he would refuse any 
attempt to organise a meet- 
ing with Mr. Arafat on the 
sidelines of the conference 
of the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe held Monday and 
Tuesday in the Portuguese 
capital, the Yediot Aharonot 
and Haaretz dailies report- 
ed. 

At Mr. Netanyahu's urg- 
ing. Washington convinced 


Portuguese leaders to give 
up plans to invite Mr. 
Arafat in hopes of arrang- 
ing an Israeli -Palestinian 
summit, they said. 

Pressure has been mount- 
ing for a Netanyahu-Arafat 
encounter to unblock 
stalled negotiations on 
Israel’s long-delayed troop 
withdrawal front Hebron, 
the last West Bank city 
under frill military occupa- 
tion. 

Mr. Netanyahu told 
Israeli reporters in Lisbon 
that the negotiations had 
been 99 per cent concluded 
and that “if there is Pales- 
tinian goodwill, we can 
finalise an agreement on 
Hebron." 

But he said Lisbon was 
not the proper venue for a 
summit with Mr. Arafat. "If 


what is wanted is a pur- 
poseful meeting, it should 
have purpose, and in the 
time frame allotted to meet- 
ings between leaders in Lis- 
bon. serious work cannot be 
done," he said. “If a meet- 
ing were held here, it would 
have been very superficial." 

“A meeting with Mr. 
.Arafat will be a result of 
willingness on his part to 
complete the negotiations 
about Hebron." he added. 

A top Arafat adviser, 
Nabti Abu Rdaina, echoed 
Mr. Netanyahu's view and 
denied that the Palestinians 
had ever considered a sum- 
mit in Lisbon. 

“There were no plans for 
any such meeting in Lis- 
bon.” he told AFP. 

'The position of the pres- 
ident concerning a meeting 


with Mr. Netanyahu is well- 
known, before such a sum- 
mit we first need to have 
agreement on many issues." 
he said. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
negotiators have been 
wrangling for two months 
over the terms of Israel's 
troop redeployment from 
Hebron, which should have 
taken place in March but 
has been held up. by Mr. 
Netanyahu's right-wing 
government. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
demanded that the Hebron 
withdrawal plan signed by 
Israel's former Labour gov- 
ernment be changed to pro- 
vide improved security 
guarantees for some 420 
Jewish settlers living amid 
the city 's 1 20,000-Rstiestini- 
ans. 


Lawyer seeks JD1 million in Abbadi-Shihan lawsuit 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — A lawyer who 
has filed a lawsuit against a 
former deputy and a weekly 
tabloid editor accusing 
them of undermining 
national unity said on 
Tuesday he was seeking 
JD1 million in damages. 

Lawyer Ahmad Habboul. 
the plaintiff told the Jordan 
Times. “If I win the case I 
uni planning to donate ihe 
money to establish a centre 
to fight regionalism in Jor- 
dan.” 

Mr. Habboul's lawsuit is 
against Ahmad Oweidi 
Abbadi. a former deputy 


and now a columnist, and 
Jihad Momani, former edi- 
tor of Shihan weekly. 

The two are being tried at 
the Amman Court of First 
Instance on charges of 
inciting people to criminal 
acts and fuelling “bigotry” 
in an interview with Dr. 
Abbadi and Shihan was 
published in its June 29. 
1 996 issue. 

They both pleaded not 
guilty to all charges in 
August. 

Mr. Habboul was due to 
testify Tuesday, but the 
court session was post- 
poned for the third time in 
two months because Mr. 
Momani failed to appear al 


court The new date is set 
Dec. 30. 

Mr. Habboul charged that 
the remarks that Mr. Abba- 
di. a former deputy from 
Amman Govemorute, had 
made in the Shihan inter- 
view were “racist and 
undermining national 
unity." 

Dr. Abbadi was quoted in 
the interview as saying: 
“There are several threats 
against Jordanian identity, 
both internal and external, 
as Jordan is threatened with 
becoming a substitute 
country for the Palestini- 
ans." and “Palestinians are 
not Jordanians under any 
circumstances." 


Dr. Abbadi has told Pros- 
ecutor General Jamal Zoug- 
by. according to Mr. Hab- 
boul, his remarks coukd not 
be construed s insulting 
Palestinians. 

“What I meant in my 
interview waste call for lib- 
erating Palestine and to 
form an independent Pales- 
tinian state in its own land.” 
Mr. Habboul said, quoting 
Dr. Abbadi 's statement to 
the prosecutor. 

According to Mr, Hab- 
boul, if the defendants were 
found guilty, they could 
receive up to three years 
imprisonment 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


4 Iranian diplomats defect - opposition 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The Iranian ambassador to TajiWstan 
and toe other Iranian diplomats have abandoned tor 
nosts and are seeking political asylum, an Iranian o^o- 
sCn gto^ lTd Tuesday. “Ali Ashraf Mojtahed 
Shabestari die Khomeini regime's ambassador to the 
re “f Tajikistan, has defected from d* regm« and 
requested political asylum, the National Council of 
resistance of Iran said in a statement. The Pans-based 
Iranian opposition group said that an Iranian diplomat in 
Pakistan knd -‘at leSst two others ’’ m European countries 
have also defected.The group did not say when the 
alleged defections occurred and the claims could not be 
independently confirmed. The Iranian opposition group 
said that three diplomats posted m Germany who were 
planning to defect were recalled to Tehran and six mem- 
bers of the embassy staff were dismissed. According to 
the National Council, the Iranian intelligence ministry 
has dispatched agents to Europe to review personnel at 
various embassies. 


Lebanese troops seize 488 kg of hashish 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese soldiers havfc seized 48S kilo- 
gramme of hashish in northern Lebanon, police sources 
said on Tuesday. They said the drugs were found in plas- 
tic bags in a cave near the northern village of Alma. The 
haul was worth about 5200.000, the sources added. Last 
month. Svrian forces seized 500 kilogrammes of hashish 
in eastern Lebanon's Syrian-policed Bekaa Valley. 
Lebanese and Syrian forces have since 1992 drastically 
reduced cannabis and opium poppy cultivation in 
Lebanon, especially in the Bekaa Valley, a centre for the 
lucrative drugs trade during the 1975-90 civil war. 


Saadis seize sex stimulants ‘smuggled from Israel’ 


DUBAI (TO — Saudi Arabia has seized banned chewing 
gum and drops that claimed to improve male sexual per- 
formance. a Saudi newspaper reported on Tuesday. The 
stimulants, sold discreetly by pharmacies run by “weak 
souls” in the kingdom, were apparently smuggled from 
Israel, economic dailv Al Eqtisadiah said. Saudi Arabia 
and Israel are officially still in a state of war since the 
1948 Arab-Israeli conflict. Al Eqtisadiah did not disclose 
the quantity of goods seized from the pharmacies but said 
they were mostly made in Spain and Germany. Pharma- 
cies were selling them for 100 riyals ($26). “Before, 
these products were used on a limited scale,*' the news- 
paper added. “But now, they are getting more wide- 
spread." Last year. Saudi Arabia executed four Turks for 
trying to smuggle aphrodisiac drugs into the country. The 
executions caused an uproar in Turkey and prompted 
Ankara to send an envoy to Saudi Arabia to try to save 
more Turks on death row there. 
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U.S. evacuation of Kurdish 
aid workers starts today 


M*- r i"-' 
XT*:*. 


M 


ANKARA (AFP) — The 
U.S. evacuation of nearly 
4,500 Kurdish aid workers 
aiid their families from 
northern Iraq will begin on 
Wednesday, a Turkish for- 
eign ministry spokesman 
said Tuesday. 

The evacuation “of these 
Kurds from the north 
begins Wednesday and 
could last between 10 and 
15 days," Sermet Atacanli 
said 

The Kurds will cross 
from northern Iraq to the 
Turkish border town of 
Silopi before travelling to 
Guam, a U.S. outpost in the 
Pacific, beginning Dec. 6. 

In Guam they will be 
given the necessary docu- 
mentation to enter the Unit- 
ed States proper. 

“We are helping in this 
evacuation in a humanitari- 
an context, as in the two 
former operations." the 
spokesman said. 

In September. U.S. 


authorities airlifted about 
2.140 Kurds who worked 
for the U.S. government 
These Kurds were work- 
ing for humanitarian organ- 
isations in northern Iraq 
within the framework of 
the allied operation aimed 
at providing aid and protec- 
tion to Iraqi Kurds. 

An additional 600 Kur- 
dish opposition activists 
were evacuated in October 
to protect them from 
reprisals by Iraqi agents. 

But the operation begin- 
ning Wednesday would be 
the largest group to be 
taken out of northern Iraq 
since August 
U.S. officials have main- 
tained that Iraqi agents are 
operating in northern Iraq 
and have targeted Kurds 
linked with the U.S. gov- 
ernment. 

No mention has been 
made of any further evacu- 
ation operations. Mr. Ata- 
canli said. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:05 


14:30 


15:00 

Jeux — Pvramide 

15:30 

Serie — Les 

Compagnons de L'Advenrure 

16:00 Doc. — Earth Revealed 

1630 


17:00 


17:02 , 

...The Adventures and Kelly 

18:00 . 


19:00 . 


19:15 

Magazine — Sports. 

Et Musique 

19:30. 


19:35 . 

The Four Seasons 

20:00 . 

...Super stars of Action 

21:10 . 


22:00. 

News in English 

22:25. 


23:15. 

Hart to Hart 

23:59 Comedy — Who’s The 

Boss? 


PRAYER TIMES 

04:53.., 



11:25 Dhuhr 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Td. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 

Church Tel. 327126 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 824328. 

German -speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 845-157 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 20. Aqaba 26 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 74 per 
cent. Aqaba 5 1 per cent. 


14:14 ‘Asr 

16:36 Maghreb 

17:58 *Isha 


CHURCHES 
St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Tel. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 6327S5. 

St Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Under the effect of a cold air 
mass, temperatures are expect- 
ed to drop with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Rainfall is 
expected and winds becoming 
southwesterly moderate to 
active. In Aqaba, winds will be 
southerly active and seas 
rough. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Mukhles Halaseh S 19220 

Dr. Ruhi Sukkar 856457 

Dr. FadlAI Khalib 8*5456 

Dr. Yousef Ai Faqih 
....790104 

Firus pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Ai Asema pharmacy 63705? 

AI Saturn pharmacy ..636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ,....644945 
Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

CRB ID: 

Dr. Mazcn Abu Bakir 
276852 

Al Quds pharmacy i — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Issa Ai Omari 901266 

Khalifch pharmacy ...985417 


Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 8963*10 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

_ Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787 Ml 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance! 1 2 1 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rcparis 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jurdan 7741 J l 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 
6363S1 

RJ Flight Information 1)8- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport QS- 

53200 


Shmeisani 


Palestine, 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 
University Hospital X4584S 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664 f 64/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajrttcn777 101/3 

A 1-Bash ir, 775111/26 

Army. Marka S9161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865 1 99 
ZARQA: 

Zurqa Govt Hospital 
109)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

<09)900560 


by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation depiirtmcnt at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified. 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 


*5:05 Vienna tOS) 

15:45 Algiers (AH) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:00 ....Paris. Damascus < AF) 

21:40 Tel Aviv(LY) 

22:20 Lumaca (CY> 

22:45 Athens. Beirut (OA) 

23: 10 Istanbul tTK) 

23:15 .Amsterdam t KL) 

ft I-’55 London (BA) 


13:30 ..Bahrain. Abu Dhabi(GF) 

13:50 Beirut, Abu Dhabi, 

Karachi fPK) 

14:30 Tunis (TU) 

15:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:30 Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 Lamaca (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus. Paris (AF) 

Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Marita (RW) 

20:50 Aqaba (RW) 


Flights 

07:25 Damascus (RJ) 

08:00 -....Jeddah (add I (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ i 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:40 Lamaca (RJ) 

14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal iRJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

18:55 Tel Aviv (RW) 


MARKET PRICES . 

Upper/lower price in fils per kg. 


09:45 

10:30 

(RJ) 

10:40 

11:10 


DEPARTURES 

Rome i RJ) 

Amsterdam. New York 


Apple 700/500 

Banana. 550/550 


.Berlin. London tRj) 


<09)990990 

IRftlD: 


(02)275535 


(02)272275 


Amman 11/16 

Aqaba 16/23 

Deserts 0S/I8 

Jordan Valley 16/23 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 63034) 

Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 111, 
637777 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
S 13813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 


(02)247)00 

AQABA: 


(03)314111 


Hospital 

17:45 . 

....Madrid. Geneva ( RJ) 

u:z5 . 
19:30 . 



17:5(1 

..Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

19:35 



18:10. 

Berlin. London (RJ) 

20:00. 


Hospital 

18:50 . 
19:15 . 

Paris. Bniv-icls (RJ) 

20:05, 
20:10 , 

.Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

Hospital 

19:50 . 
23:10., 

....Singapore (add) (RJ) 

20:15 
(RJ) 
20:30 . 

Kuala Lumpur laddi 

Hospital 

00:10., 



Hospital 

U3:55 Singapore. Kuala 
Lumpur (RJ1 

21:00. 
21:15. 
22:45 . 

-.Calcutta. Bangkok (Rjj 


Other Flights 

.Cain) (MS) 

05:30. 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This Information is supplied 


10:00 ....Sanaa, Hudaidah <IY) 

10 -*30 Jeddah (SV) 

1 2:35 Abu Dhabi, Karachi ( PK ) 

1-40 Abu Dhabi (GF) 

L3--30 .Tunis ITU) 


Other Flights 

U7:45 Beirut (ME) 

•; Cairo (MS) 

1J:00 ..Hudaidah. Sanaa (IYi 
Jeddah iSV) 


Banana (imported) _850/550 J, 

Cabbage 80/40 

Carrot .260/150 

Cauliflower. 150/100 

Cucumber (large) 120/100 

Cucumber (small) 210/150 

Eggplant 120/60 

Garlic .750/550 

Grapes ...5001/250 

Grape fruit _220/170 

Lemon .360/200 

Marrow (large) .' 90/50 

Marrow (small) .160/100 

Onion (green) 200/120 

Onion (dry) 170/80 

Orange ...550/400 

Pe v ,650/500 

Pepper (hot) .280/150 

Pepper (sweet) J00Z150 

Potato 310/180 

Spinach 160/100 

String Bean ,450/350 

Tomato 180/120 
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Home News 

Political parties 
study definition 
of programme 
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By Christina Schlegl 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Four years sub* 
sequent to the 19 92 rciniro- 
duction of political parties in 
Jordan, such groups arc still 
beginning their development 
and learning process. 

This was the sentiment 
expressed by Olaf Koendgen 
from the German Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation 
(KAF) in a Tuesday inter- 
view with the Jordan Times. 

Drawing this conclusion 
from a two-day workshop 
regarding tile role of politi- 
cal parties and which was 
co-organised by the KAF. 
Mr. Koendgen staled that 
parries must take initiative 
and concentrate on what he 
called the "definition and 
function" of political parties. 

According to his defini- 
tion. political parties must 
primarily develop a political 
programme and present 
alternatives differentiating 
one from the other in the 
public eye. 

"For the time being, the 
Islamic Action Front (IAFi 
is the only opposition party 
with a definite programme." 
Mr. Koendgen said. 

He lamented that indeci- 
sive behaviour undermines 
party work and success. 

“It begins with the com- 
mon problem of attracting 
membership and is com- 
pounded by a lack of media 
notice which results in parry- 
anonymity and thus {com- 
pletes the cycle by] causing 
difficulty in attracting new 
members,” Mr. Koendgen 
said. 

Jordanian parties, he con- 
tinued, have not been able to 
represent a viable alternative 
:JO. ; lhc. Icurrcnt^ government 
and, therefore, are not ab]e 
lo present themselves per- 
suasively; they -have no pip- 
file. 

He also called for an ame- 
lioration of the relationship 
between government and 
parties. 


Mr. Koendgen explained 
ihiit in Germany political 
organisations are an estab- 
lished pan of the democratic 
system and partially 
financed by the guser omens, 
a legally stipulated obliga- 
tion. 

He stated during the work- 
shop that while open discus- 
sions are not uncommon in 
the Kingdom, "people need 
to listen more closely to 
father’s I speeches ... and not 
think on!\ of their own state- 
ments." 

At a round-table discus- 
sion Monday, which tackled 
‘ the future of political ponies, 
participants debated possi- 
bilities such as raising pri- 
vate sector donations to 
resolve financial problems, 
establishing regular work- 
shops on a semi-annual basis 
to review and discuss 
progress, reducing the num- 
ber of political groups in the 
country and introducing 
party newspapers as a 
"voice" for their work. 

Regarding the potential 
merging of various political 
parties, Al-l’rdun al-Jadid 
Research Centre (L'JRC) 
staff member Taleb Awad 
stated that three centrist par- 
ties have just announced 
their cooperation under the 
auspices of the Progress and 
Justice Party's Secretary- 
General A!i Al-Sa’ad. 

“This workshop." Dr. 
Av-aJ stated.” was the basts 
for a more in-depth analysis 
of specific problems." 

The foundation is current- 
ly working on a two-day 
national conference on par- 
liamentary candidates’ femi- 
nist platforms, gathering 
women from Irbid. Kerak, 
■Ziirqj arid Aqaba together 
'wiifi leaders of present polit- 
ical parties to discuss 
women's roles and participa- 
tion in political life. 

The conference is sched- 
uled to take place in Septem- 
ber of 1997. 


Doctors launch non-governmental 
body to extend help to the blind 


By Tanya Hubjouqn 
Special in the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — The good deeds 
of the Paris- based non-gov- 
ernmental organisation. 
Medic ins Sans Front teres, 
were inspiration to a Jordan- 
ian doctor to rally his col- 
leagues in helping a less for- 
tunate segment of society. 

Nuycf Fuyez and Suhcil 
Abdul Kader noticed an 
insufficiency in care for the 
blind in Jordan and together 
formed the Cultural Forum 
for Blind Women tCFBW), a 
programme which has now 
opened its doors and is offer- 
ing free health care. 

“There was a need for help, 
there were people who could 
not afford health cure and 
there were no organisations 
aimed at helping the blind so 
we targeted our services to 
those who needed them 
most." said Dr. Favez, med- 
ical chief of the CFBW. 

The CFBW was formed in 
December 1995, and has 
since hrouuht together 60 


physicians from different 
specialities who hu\e all 
agreed lo offer their services 
free -of-e! targe lo the blind, 
volunteering time on their 
days off. * 

'This week the group has 
implemented special medical 
cards issued through our 
organisation which entitle 
blind people to free medical 
examinations, surgery, and 
prescriptions from participat- 
ing physicians," Dr. Favez 
told the Jordan Times. 

The CFBW has also sought 
help from different hospitals, 
including discounts on X- 
rays and hospital stays when 
necessary as well as contri- 
butions primarily from the 
private sector, with Queen 
Zein Hospital offering a sig- 
nificant discount, he said. 

"We are seeking the help of 
more physicians and hospi- 
tals and would appreciate 
whatever help anyone can 
offer." Dr. Fayez stated. 
Despite the organisation's 
name, help is offered to blind 
men and children as well. 


with occasional aid to others 
in need. 

The CFBW plans on offer- 
ing help to villages in the 
Kingdom this spring while 
last month the group paid its 
first such visit to the village 
of Thuhaybeh with HRH 
Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid, 
offering free medical exami- 
nations. advice, and medica- 
tion to the villagers. 

A public benefit function 
for the organisation will be 
held this Thursday at the 
CFBW offices, where a spe- 
cial flower exhibition will be 
opened by HRH Princess 
Alia Faisal. 

The entire organisation is 
supported by volunteer ser- 
vices and donations. The 
CFBW building itself was 
donated by a citizen request- 
ing anonymity. 

"Any non-sighied person 
wishing to obtain a health 
card should contact Lhe 
CFBW and he or she will be 
offered services from any of 
the participating physicians," 
Dr. Favez concluded. 


Criminal laboratory tests are 
introduced in Udwan Mills case 


By Rana Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Criminal laboratory tests are 
providing fresh evidence in the so-called 
"Udwan Mills" case, in which five people 
face the death penally for allegedly murder- 
ing five others as well as committing a series 
of other crimes. 

A total of 10 defendants, including two 
women, received Criminal Court prison sen- 
tences in May of 1995. ranging from Hi years 
to the death penalty, for committing a total of 
230 crimes, including murder, armed robbery, 
theft, kidnapping and fraud. 

They are being retried at the Criminal Court 
after the Court of Cassation, which had been 
reviewing the case for 10 months, ordered a 
retrial in April, stating that the Criminal Court 
relied. exclusively . ori the ’defendant’s own 
confessions rather than introducing material- 
evidence. 

Based on the Court of Cassation's request, 
the Criminal Court decided to examine hair 
samples in October, taken from the hands of 
victim Emil Khashram, to determine whether 
or not the hair matched that of defendants 


I mad and Yousef Ayed Smadi. 

The hair samples were determined as non- 
identical to that of the suspecLs. Defence 
Attorney Jalal Abbasi told the Jordan Times. 

The two men, along with Khader Mubarak, 
were accused of robbing and killing Mr. 
Khashram, 70, in his Shmeisani home on 
Nov. 22. 1992. 

According to the court, die Lhree monitored 
die victim's home for a week and resolved to 
rob the house, believing the owner to have 
left. However Mr. Khashram was still in the 
house and subsequent io a struggle, they 
struck him to death with an iron bar while he 
pleaded for clemency. 

During the court session. Criminal Prosecu- 
tor Ali Abu Hjeleh asked the court to summon 
a criminal lab expert to perform tests "to clar- 
ify some matters and to ensure justice.” 

Mr. Abbasi objected ro Mr. Abu Hjeleh *s 
request,, however his objection was overruled 
and the decision was made to call an expert to 
testify for the prosecution. 

The court tribunal, comprised of Justices 
Abdul Rahman Tawfiq, Mifieh Mbeideen, 
and Ismael Hmouz, postponed the case lor 
Dec. 22 to hear the criminal lab expert. 


Breast cancer researchers, both at 
home and abroad, search for cure 


By Nadia MukhUs 

Special io die Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN- Breast cancer is 
still regarded as one of the 
most terrifying diseases to 
globally affect women and 
on a national level 500 new 
cases are diagnosed annual- 
ly in the Kingdom. 

Breast cancer has no 
respect for youth, it can 
strike anytime, remains 
fatal and progress in pre- 
venting and* treating it 
seems agonisingly slow. 
Executive Director of the 
National Alliance of Breast 
Cancer Organisations .Amy 
Longer explains, adding 
that a woman's best 
weapon againsr breast can- 
cer is early detection. 

For two decades, doctors 
have been prescribing self- 
examination as a form of 
preventive treatment, pro- 
viding posters and pam- 
phlets to promote the prac- 
tice while advising women 
over 50 years to schedule 
routine mammograms. 

A mammogram is an X- 
ray of the mammary glands 
directed towards’ early 
detection of tumourous 
masses. 

Different studies were 
made in America and 
Europe to study the causes, 
effects and possible cures 
.of the disease. 

The American National 
Cancer Institute estimates 
dwt one out of every eight 
women will develop breast 
cancer over her lifetime and 
also predicts a 1.5 million 
additional cases by the year 
2000 in the United States 
alone. 

Breast cancer can occur in 
dp to 30 per cent of women 
and unfortunately research 
«as not yet found any direct 
Ca nse for the disease and 
fcost of the known risk fac- 
tors are components over 
which .women have little 


control. 

A 1992 National .Ameri- 
can Cancer Institute Sur- 
veillance Programme study 
determined eight major risk 
factors, the most prominent 
being a family history of 
breast cancer — 
researchers at Bri chain 
Women’s Hospital in 
Boston concluded that 
women whose mothers 
developed breast cancer 
before the age of 40 were 
twice as likely to suffer 
from the disease them- 
selves and scientists have 
identified a gene whose 
mutation may indicate a 
proclivity to the disease and 
may well be responsible lor 
fifty per cent of hereditary 
breast cancer cases. 

According to the study, 
women who have had a 
prior occurrence of breast 
cancer have a 5-6 limes 
greater risk of developing a 
second mass as compared 
to those who have not ever 
suffered from the disease. 

A woman with atypical 
hyperplasia i excessive cell 
growth in breast tissue l 
nuv also be 4-7 limes more 
likely to develop breast 
cancer, the study main- 
tained, however the woman 
runs an increased risk only 
if she is diagnosed through 
biopsies (the examination 
of an incised tissue sample l 
and found to have cell 

abnormalities. 

Menstruation before the 
age of 12 elevates one’s risk 
one and a half times that of 
those who begin their 
cycles after the age of 15 as 
the early oestrogen circula- 
tion has been proven io fuel 
growth of half of all 
cancers and the 
breast tissue has 
exposed to oestro- 

s circulation. the 

greater the risk will be. the 
study stated. 

Taking extra oestrogen in 


the gi 

breast 

longer 

been 

genic 


the form of artificial hor- 
mones, both in oral contra- 
ceptives and post 
menopausal •hormone- 
replacement therapies theo- 
retically could accelerate 
the process. 

Researchers also found 
that environmental pollu- 
tants and chiefly pesticides 
produce oestrogenic effects 
in the body and that, over 
time, residues of these tox- 
ins can collect in fatty 
breast tissue, increasing 
breast cancer risk. 

Another more recent find- 
ing is that the delaying of 
child birth until the late 30’s 
and early 40’s may increase 
a woman's risk of breast 
cancer and. according to the 
American Journal of the 
National Cancer Institute 
(AJNCI), women who have 
undergone abortion proce- 
dures run a slightly higher 
chance of developing breast 
cancer than those who carry 
their pregnancies to term. 

Certain experts rate the 
risk of an obese woman as 
twice that of a woman of 
average weight (obesity is 
defined as weighing 20 per- 
cent more than what doc- 
tors recognise as one's ideal 
weight;, especially subse- 
quent to menopause, the 
theory' being that as obese 
women actually have a 
greater number of fat cells 
and as oestrogen is pro- 
duced in fat cells, obese 
women have higher circu- 
lating levels of oestrogen. 

Too much dietary fat has 
also proved to be a culprit 
in amplifying oestrogen 
levels in the body, although 
Harvard School of Public 
Health researchers have 
produced data indicating 
that generous amounts of 
olive oil may have a pre- 
ventive effect, however 
since any oil is one hundred 
per cent fat they suggest 
utilising it in conjunction 


with a low-fat dier. 

The AJNCI study also 
indicated that alcohol con- 
sumption raises select hor- 
mone levels in the body, 
among which is counted 
oestrogen. 

Despite conflicting data, 
breast cancer is still indis- 
putably u leading cause of 
death in women and half a 
million new cases are diag- 
nosed annually resulting in 
the deaths of approximately 
250.000 women each year. 

Early detection may spare 
lives, and thus there is a 
need for cancer centres to 
provide educational materi- 
al. persona! examinations 
and mammography screen- 
ings. 

Counselling is another 
facet of treatment and, 
according to Susan Love, a 
surgeon who directs the 
Breast Centre ar the Uni- 
versity of California at Los 
Angeles (UCLA), once a 
lumouruus mass is detected 
a painful dilemma ensues 
as to whether c»r not one 
should have a mastectomy 
(a operation in which the 
entire breast is removed) or 
a lumpectomy tin which 
only the cancerous mass is 
removed). 

Dr. Love states that upon 
a diagnosis of cancer, an 
initial reaction is often 
shock, but after the patient 
is given lime to explore her 
options, most women :■»•* 
ultimately content with 
their final decisions; they 
go through with their treat- 
ments and resume their 
lives. 

Jordan is one of the Arab 
countries most aware of the 
dangers of breast cancer. 

The Rotary Club of 
Amman is initiating a 
■’Breast Cancer Awareness 
Project” (BCAP) whose 
aim is to stimulate early 
detection. 

It is estimated that 500 


new cases are annually 
diagnosed in Jordan where 
health centres have wit- 
nessed a rise in the inci- 
dence of breast cancer. 

However, currently there 
is no breast screening pro- 
gram. 

Dr. Nawar Fans, radiolo- 
gist and chairperson of the 
Jordanian Walk-a-thon 
Organisation Committee, 
gives lectures for women, 
societies and schools to 
educate women about 
breast cancer, self-exami- 
nation and early detection. 

He distributes films, 
videos, educational materi- 
als and brochures around 
the Kingdom. 

In a study done of the 
Kingdom this year. 208 
cases of breast cancer cases 
were reported with women 
between the age of 45 and 
54 suffering the highest 
incidences. 

Two of the breast cancer 
cases were detected in men. 

The BCAP is organising a 
10-kilometre marathon for 
Dec. 17 to appeal for dona- 
tions from local institutes 
or persons in order to buy 
three necessary mobile 
mammography machines to 
serve different pans of Jor- 
dan. The machines will be 
supervised by the Rotary 
club in coordination with 
me Ministry of Health and 
A1 Amal Cancer Centre 
which is slated to begin 
operations this year. 

Their long-term aim is to 
be able to 'better detect 
breast cancer in its early 
stages so that a more potent 
cure may be effected and 
because early detection 
determines an average of a 
five-year longer survival 
rate thereby less costly to 
families and the communi- 
ty 
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UNRWA senior official 
warns of possible tariffs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior 
official of the United 
Nations Relief and Works 
Agency ( UNRWA ) Tues- 
day warned that the agency 
would have to resort to 
charging fees on education- 
al and health services 
offered to Palestinian 
refugees, should donor 
nations fail to meet the esti- 
mated $60 million deficit in 
the agency's 1997 fiscal 
budget. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
UNRWA Operations Direc- 
tor Robert Hopkins said 
that he hoped that an 
upcoming conference to 
secure donations would 
cover the issue. 

The conference is slated 
to open Thursday in New 
York and comes on the 
frinces of the current U.N. 


General Assembly session. 

"We also hope that next 
week’s emergency meeting 
in Amman to discuss 
UNRWA’s 1997 fiscal bud- 
get will be fruitful and help 
the agency meet its obliga- 
tions in Jordan. Syria, 
Lebanon and the occupied 
territories.'' Mr. Hopkins 
said. 

Donor nations and the 
Arab countries which host 
refugees will take pan in 
the conference. 

"The $60 million deficit 
gives the UNRWA a new 
challenge in meeting its 
social, educational and 

health obligations and. 
unless donations are forth- 
coming. the agency will be 
forced to revise its current 
refugee services and 

impose fees on its benefi- 
ciaries." he added. 


“We trust in the good 
intentions of the global 
community but we demand 
that they provide us with 
the funds which enable us 
to carry' out our mission to 
the refugee community 
until their siruation has 
been resolved,” Mr. Hop- 
kins said. 

The donor nations had 
convened in Amman last 
September to meet with 
Commissioner General 
Peter Hansen who appealed 
for increased contributions, 
saying that, barring the 
availability of increased 
funds, the UNRWA would 
incur a $60 million deficit 
next year. 

Mr. Hansen also appealed 
to wealthy .Arab states to 
extend a hand to the 
asenev. 


Police search for clues in brutal murder 


By Rana Husseini 
Special lo die Junlun Tunes 

AMMAN — Police Tuesday 
were investigating the brutal 
murder of a 48 year-old resi- 
dent of the Sahab district of 
Amman, who had been 
reported missing for five 
days. His deteriorating body 
was found in a deserted 
apartment in the Hashmi 
Shamali district, an official 
source confirmed. 

Mohammad Ahmad 
Maharmeh was last seen Fri- 
day in Sahab while driving 
his car. the source said. 

The victim’s abandoned 
Mercedes was found by 
authorities Sunday in the 
Hashmi Shamali area, he 
added. After combing the 
area, police detected an odd 
smell emitting from a build- 
ing in Has.ani Shamali. the 
source slated. 

Mr. Maharmeh was found 
with his hands and legs 


bound and his head crushed 
by a large rock, found near 
his body," ihe source said. 

He stated that the victim’s 
body w as transferred to the 
National Institute of Forensic 
Medicine to undergo a post- 
mortem examination. Police 
are investigating the inci- 
dent. 

.Also Tuesday in the Ques- 
meh area, a newly married 
couple suffocated to death in 
their bathroom from oxygen 
deprivation, according to 
Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) reports. 

Omar S.. 28, and his wife. 
Khitam. 26. married for six 
months, were taking a show- 
er w ith the door closed and 
the bathroom furnace acti- 
vated 

"The furnace consumed the 
available oxygen, in addition 
to the steam, which caused 
the couple to suffocate." a 
CDD official told the Jordan 
Times. 


In December of 1994. also 
in the Quesmeh area, a cou- 
ple li 1 ••ise died in their 
bu 1 ’ - . after a portable 

ga. . .or malfunctioned and 
began to emit lethal doses of 
gu>. 

In Zurqu Tuesday morning, 
a two-month old girl from 
Jabal Akhdar died when a 
fire raged through the room 
in which she was sleeping. 
CDD officials said. 

The body of Bushra Jamal 
Hassan u-us covered with 
third-degree bums and she 
wa> declared dead on arrival. 
CDD repons said. 

A CDD official told the 
Jordan Times Tuesday that 
the child's family had left 
the gas heater near the furni- 
ture where the infant was 
sleeping. 

“The strong heat emitting 
from the heater set the furni- 
ture on fire and the blaze 
spread through, the roopr,” 
the CDD official said. 


^HAT’S QOING QN 


FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL 
* “Vieille Canaille" at the Cinema Philadelphia at 8:30 p.m. 

FILM 

Sparrow" at the British Council, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 


CHARITY BAZAAR 

* Annual charity bazaar by the Promise Welfare Party ai the Inter. Continental Hotel. Jabal Amman 
( 1 1 :00 a.m. — 5:00 pm i 


CHRISTMAS SHOW 

* "Special show and sale of Christmas crafts at the Jordan Crafts Centre (AJaydi). Jabal Amman. 
Second Circle (Tel. 644555). until Dec. 31. 

CHRISTMAS CHOIR 

' Performance by the Amman Community Choir Band of rhe Young Women’s Christian Associ- 
ation at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. (Tel. 641! 19*. 

SEMINAR 

* Seminar on me ••Restraints of Party Action and Participation" and "Standards of Party Politics 
Effectiveness” by Dr. Mozen Gharaybeh and Dr. Nizam Barakat at the Islamic Action Front head- 
quarters ar 6:00 p.m. 

LECTURES 

* “Petra: Attempting to Institutionalize the Prevention of its Cultural Heritage" by Dr. Helge Fis- 
cher at Goethe Insiitui at 6:30 p.m. 

* "The Contemporary’ Islamic An and its Relationship with Universal An" by Her| 
Royal Highness Princess Wijdan Ali at the Royal Cultural Centre at 6:00 p.m. 


I OBITUARY 

Prof. Mohammad Abdus Salam, Nobel Laureate in Physics 

The Higher Council for Science and Technology and the scientific community in 
Jordan grieve with the international scientific community and the humanity at large 
the irreparable loss of a unique scientist and the indisputable champion of the 
cause of development of science and technology in the Third World, Professor 
Mohammad Abdus Salam, Nobel laureate of Physics and one of the scientific 
giants of our time. 

Professor Salam was bom in Thang, Panjab in 1926 and received his education at 
Panjab University, Lahore and St. John's College, Cambridge. He was awarded 
the Nobel Prize in Physics (together with Steven Weinberg and Sheldon Lee 
Glashow, both at Lyman Laboratory, Harvard University) in recognition of 
outstanding research in the theory of the grand unification of the fundamental 
forces of nature. His contribution to theoretical physics was recognised 
throughout the world, and all kinds of honours and tributes were lavished upon 
him by the world's top scientific organisations and academic institutions. 

After the Nobel Prize he devoted his life largely to promoting the use of science 
for peace and to developing basic scientific research in Third World countries. He 
was the founder president, and Jater Honorary President for life, of such 
pioneering institutions as the Third World Academy of Sciences, and the Third 
World Network of Scientific Organisations. Among his numerous towering 
achievements in science and technology, his contributions towards Peace and 
Promotion of international Scientific Collaboration, and Peace and International 
Understanding are perhaps the most enduring. 

For the past thirty-five years or so he was commuting between the Imperial 
College of Science and Technology, London, where he was Professor of 
Theoretical Physics, and the International Centre for Theoretical Physics, Trieste, 
which he founded in 1962 and soon flourished and bloomed under his inspired 
leadership to become one of the finest scientific centres in the world. As part of 
his vision to develop science and technology in the Arab World, he was both the 
inspiration and the driving force behind the establishment of the Petra School of 
Physics in Jordan, which has aimed at disseminating advanced physics at an 
international level as well as activating scientific research in Jordan — a country 
which he loved most warmly and admired. 

In his passing away the world has lost a great scientist and the region a great 
friend and support. May his soul rest in eternal peace. 
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Milosevic under international 


pressure as protests continue 


BELGRADE (AFP) — Ser- 
bian protestors geared up 
for another day of mass de- 
monstrations Tuesday as 
President Slobodan Milose- 
vic came under mounting 
pressure from the interna- 
tional community. 

With rallies over the can- 
cellation of key elections 
results set to enter their 1 5th 
day. Western leaders have 
warned the Serbian presi- 
dent not to use force against 
the demonstrators saying a 
violent confrontation would 
deepen Belgrade's isolation 
from the world community. 

“The United States would 
be outraged if any attempt 
was made to use force 
against the demonstrators." 
U.S. State Department 
spokesman Nicholas Burns 
said Monday. 

“The Serbian government 
stole the election and should 
be held accountable for 
that," he said, adding that 
Washington reserved “the 
right to take any action to 
express our discontent with 
the Serbian government." 

The European Union's 
(EU) official in Bosnia. Carl 


Bildt, added to the warning, 
saying that, “if the authori- 
ties were now to try and 
stop the protests through 
violence or the threat of vio- 
lence. it would dramatically 
increase the distance bet- 
ween the regime in Bel- 
grade and the international 
community." 

The EU’s Irish presidency, 
meanwhile, said it was 
“gravely concerned" by 
events in Serbia and said 
that Belgrade’s compliance 
with “democratic norms" 
was a key factor in deter- 
mining its future relations 
with the European Union. 

The demonstrations, 
which were due to begin 
again at 2 p.m. Tuesday, 
were launched after the 
government cancelled the 
results of municipal elec- 
tions in which the opposi- 
tion claimed victory in 15 of 
Serbia's IS largest towns, 
including the capital Bel- 
grade. 

~ Authorities organised a re- 
run in which the opposition, 
despite boycotting the vote, 
still maintained its hold on 
seven municipalities. 


The authorities broke their 
silence on the crisis Sunday, 
warning they would not tol- 
erate any violence and 
denouncing protestors as 
neo-fascists. 

Security forces have since 
arrested 32 people in con- 
nection with the demonstra- 
tions and armoured vechi- 
cles appeared on the streets 
for the first time Monday. 

Mr. Milosevic himself has 
yet to comment on the 
events. 

Washington, which has 
already opted for a policy of 
withholding diplomatic re- 
cognition and isolating the 
Belgrade regime, is lobby- 
ing European governments 
to hold off giving rump 
Yugoslavia preferential 
trade treatment in an at- 
tempt to put pressure on the 
regime. 

“We are working intensive- 
ly with the Europeans to have 
them respond to this." a State 
Department official said. 

EU foreign ministers last 
month decided to delay 
until Dec. 6 implementation 
of a plan to gram rump 
Yugoslavia trade privileges, 


a move thar would follow 
the EU decision earlier this 
year to grant diplomatic 
recognition to Belgrade. 

Under the plan. Serbia and 
Montenegro, which com- 
prise federal Yugoslavia, 
would be granted customs 
waivers on a certain per- 
centage of exports. 

Western warnings on the 
use of violence come 
against a background of 
past bloody confrontation 
between Mr. Milosevic and 
the opposition. 

In March 1991, some 
100,000 demonstrators ga- 
thered in Belgrade to protest 
against state control of the 
press. Police charged the 
crowd and two people were 
killed and 77 injured in the 
ensuing chaos. 

NATO was also among 
those to criticise the regime 
Monday, saying the situa- 
tion was causing concern 
and calling for any recourse 
to violence to be avoided. 
France, meanwhile, de- 
nounced the auest of the 10 
opposition militants, saying 
they “were not conducive to 
calming the situation.'’ 


Bosnian Serb refugees ethnically cleanse Muslims 


SARAJEVO (.AFP) — The 
United Nations has deman- 
ded that the Bosnian Serbs 
halt a campaign of ethnic 
cleansing of Muslims living 
in Serb-held territory, a 
U.N. spokesman said Tues- 
day. 

Spokesman Alex Ivanko 
said more than 30 Muslim 
families had been evicted 
from their homes in the 
northern village of Dubrava 
by Serbs who are them- 
selves refugees from Mus- 
lim-controlled territory. 

“The evictions are being 
conducted by Serb dis- 
placed persons from central 
Bnasnia, specifically from 
Donji Vakuf’ said Mr. 
Ivanko. The local authori- 
ties implicitly, are support- 
ing these evictions and are 
not doing anything to stop 
them." 

He said several more fam- 
ilies had told U.N. police 
stationed in the nearby town 
of Bosanska Gradiska that 
they were too frightened of 
the Serbs to stay. 

“We do believe it is outra- 
geous that one year after 
Dayton we can see minori- 


ties being thrown out of 
their homes," Mr. Ivanko 
said. “We demand that it 
should stop." 

The Dayton Peace Agree- 
ment signed in November 
1995 committed Bosnia's 
Serbs. Croats and Muslims 
to stop their war and allow 
refugees to return to their 
homes in one another’s ter- 


ritory. 

But throughout this year 
the U.N. police and U.N. 
relief officials have reported 
continued attacks on ethnic 
communities, mostly in 
Serb-held areas. 

In June Muslim villagers 
were attacked by Serb para-' 
militaries in the town of 
Teslic and forced to flee 
their homes, said the U.N. 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 

On Monday the U.N. 
reported that 60 Muslims 
had been evicted from their 
homes by Croats in Croat- 
held parts of the southern 
city of Mostar. In one case 
armed men broke down the 
door of a crippled woman's 
apartment, dragged her into 
the street and left her there. 


Ethnic Serbs returning to 
Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
have also been attacked and 
evicted, U.N. officials say. 

Meanwhile, an interna- 
tional monitoring agency 
said Tuesday Western 
troops must s ek out indict- 
ed war criminals in Bosnia 
as a key step to securing a 
lasting peace. 

Without such urgent mea- 
sures Bosnia faces renewed 
war, the International Crisis 
Group (ICG), a private mo- 
nitoring commission with 
broad interaadonp 1 member- 
ship, said in a report prepared 
for a major London confer- 
ence to review the peace.'" 

“The corfflict has by "rib 1 
means been resolved arid 
may spill over into blood- 
shed again," said the report. 
It pointed to the failure of 
peace provisions designed 
to remove ethnic barriers as 
the basis for its pessimism. 

Foreign ministers from 
Europe, North America and 
Russia meet in Britain 
Wednesday and Thursday to 
assess progress in former 
Yugoslavia. They were not 
expected to go beyond urg- 


ing all sides to reaffirm their 
commitment to previous 
accords. 

The ICG twinned its gloo- 
my assessment of Bosnia's 
prospects for peace with a 
call for practical steps to 
salvage the November 1995 
Dayton accords that ended 
43 months of war. 

First on its list was a call 
to NATO’s governing coun- 
cil to order the thousands^of 
alliance troops in Bosnia to 
actively seek out the dozens 
of indicted war criminals 
still at large. 

Led by the United States, 
the 50.000-strong peace 
force, soon to be cut to 
,30,000. has shied from the 
risky task .of capturing want- 
ed men, fearing casualties 
that will be unpopular and 
politically costly at home. 

“There cannot be recon- 
ciliation without account- 
ability," said Hrair Balian. 
director of ICG's Bosnia 
operation. Only seven out of 
74 indictees have been cap- 
tured so far and world 
enthusiasm for the war 
crimes process has appeared 
to wane. 


Poll: Most Australians 


would vote for republic 


SYDNEY (R) — Australia would become a republic, cut- 
ting its ties with Britain, if a referendum on the issue was 
held now. according to an opinion poll published Tuesday. 

The poll, which was conducted last weekend, found 
backing for a republic had increased under Australia's con- 
servative liberal-national government, despite pro-monar- 
chy comments by Prime Minister John Howard. 

Australia, once a British Penal colony, is currently a 
Commonwealth of states with a constitutional monarchy 
— Britain's Queen Elizabeth — as head of state. 

The poll, published in the Sydney Morning Herald news- 
paper, found a refemdura on Australia becoming a republic 
would win the support of a majority of voters in a majori- 
ty of the states. 

This result would meet the constitutional requirements 
for such a change. Referenda are traditionally defeated in 
Australia because of the requirement to have the support of 
the majority of voters in the majority of states. 

“In a marked turnaround, attributed in part to the depar- 
ture of the former (Labour) Prime Minister Mr. Paul 
Keating, all states except Tasmania now have majority 
Republican support." the newspaper said. 

Mr. Keating, whose Labour Party was defeated in the 
March 2 election, frequently had stated his belief that 
Australia should cut ties with Britain's monarchy to 
become a republic. 

The poll found support for a republic among liberal vot- 
ers had increased markedly and was only partially offset by 
a decEne in Labor voter support. 

Mr. Howard said Monday that he was still committed to 
having a vote on the issue by the end of the century. 


Peru reportedly buys 
fighter jets from Belarus 


LIMA. Peru (R) — The 
Peruvian government has 
purchased 14 Sukhoi-25 
Ighter jets from Belarus, in 
iddition to its recent acqui- 
iition of 18 MiG-29s, air 
brce sources said Monday. 
The sources told Reuters 
he planes were bought 
irom the former Soviet state 
>f Belarus for an undis- 
posed price and were cur- 
ently being held at an air 
‘orce base in the southern 
;ity of Arequipa. 

“The MiGs and the Su- 
diois complement each 
,ther ideally, the former for 
apid manoeuvres and re- 


pelling attacks, the latter for 
low-flying." said one of the 
sources, who asked not to 
be named. 

Official military spokes- 
men said they could neither 
confirm nor deny the infor- 
mation. 

President Alberto Fuji- 
mori recently confirmed the 
purchase of an undisclosed 
number of MiG fighters, 
but refused to give more 
details. In a television inter- 
view Sunday, he promised 
to disclose full details of the 


government s recent arms 
purchases when the mo- 
ment was appropriate. 


OSCE sees Chechen rebels 


keen to hold fair elections 


MOSCOW (R) — The 
chief European negotiator 
in Chechenya said Monday 
he was confident that sepa- 
ratist leaders wanted free 
and fair elections in Rus- 
sia's breakaway province 
next January. 

Tim Guldimann. who 
heads the mission of the Or- 
ganisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) in Chechenya. said 
the polls called to elect re- 
gional leader and parlia- 
ment were crucial for a last- 
ing peace in the region. 

“Holding the polls is a 
centra] issue in the Che- 
chenya peace process.” Mr. 
Guldimann told a news 
conference. “I believe that 
the Chechen leaders have a 
political will to organise de- 
mocratic. free and fair elec- 


tions.' 

The separatist leaders, 
who appear to be in full 
control of Chechenya since 
Moscow started pulling out 
its forces from the region 
under a peace deal struck on 
Aug. 31. have called the 
polls For Jan. 27 in a clear 
attempt to formalise their 
role. 

Under the peace deal, 
which halted Moscow's 21- 
month-long bid to crush 
Chechenya's independence 
bid by force. Russia agreed 
with the rebels to delay a 
decision on the region's 
final political status for five 
years. 

Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin and rebel 
Premier Aslan Maskhadov 
signed an agreement last 
month to map out relations 
between Moscow and the 
separatists until the local 
elections. 

Mr. Guldimann, who 
spoke in the office of Inter- 
fax news agency, praised 
Moscow for changing its 


policy in Chechenya and 
specifically for its decision, 
made by President Boris 
Yeltsin last week, to pull 
out all Russian forces from 
Chechenya. 

“I feel there has been a 
constructive approach on 
the Russian side over the 
last weeks or even months." 
said the Swiss diplomat 
who had been critical of 
Moscow's military inter- 
vention in Chechenya, 
which cost tens of thou- 
sands of lives. 

Despite the deal Russia 
and the rebels have little in 
common in their vision of 
the region's future. 

The rebel leaders. -ins- 
pired by their military suc- 
cess. say they will accept 
nothing short of full inde- 
pendence. 

However Russia has ruled 
out granting independence 
to Chechenya and says the 
whole problem may be 
solved* by offering a good 
deal to the region. 

“The positive thing now is 
that the Russian leadership 
made clear it respects the 
views of the Chechen lead- 
ers." said Mr. Guldimann. 
“Respecting others’ views 
does not at all mean accept- 
ing them." he added. 

Mr. Guldimann said the 
OSCE and European coun- 
tries had so far treated 
Chechenya as part of the 
Russian federation and 
added there were no imme- 
diate reasons to change this 
view. 

“We view the polls as 
elections in one of the parts 
of the Russian federation,” 
he said. 

Mr. Guldimann said he 
had seen laws adopted by 
rebel Chechenya to hold the 
elections but had not had an 
opportunity to study them 
in depth. 



Students protesting against the Socialist government s annulling of an opposition vic- 
tory in local elections march in the centre of Belgrade Monday. Thousands of students 
marched through the city on a day of heavy snowfall, ignoring the warning by 
Belgrade police to Serbia's opposition against the staging of further street demon- 
strations (Reuter photo) 


Mine blast in China kills 114 


BEIJING (AFP)— A gas 
explosion ripped through a 
coal mine in northern China 
killing at least 114 workers 
in one of the country's 
worst mining disasters, 
reports said. 

The explosion set off a 
raging inferno in the main 
shafts of Dongcun mine in 
the suburbs of Datong, a 
major industrial city in the 
coal-producing province of 
Shanxi. News of the disas- 
ter. which happened last 
Wednesday, only reached 
Beijing Tuesday. 

A journalist with the 
Shanxi daily who visited the 
accident site told AFP: “The 
heat was so intense after the 
explosion that many bodies 
might have completely 
vaporised." 

He said the death toll had 
risen to at least 114 from the 
official figure of 9 1 report- 
ed by the Sunday edition of 
the Shanxi daily. 

None of the reports speci- 
fied how many were under- 
ground at the time of the 
blast, while investigations 


into the precise cause of the 
gas explosion were, still 
underway. 

The mine, which was 
owned by the district gov- 
ernment and produced 
530,000 tonnes of coal a 
year, employed more than 
300 miners — most of them 
itinerant workers. 

An official at the mine, 
who estimated the death toll 
at around 100. said the 
number of temporary 
employees made it impossi- 
ble to confirm how many 
had been working when the 
explosion occurred. 

Vice Minister of Coal Wang 
Xianzheng and senior offi- 
cials from the labour min- 
istry. have visited the scene 
of the accident, the daily said. 

A gas explosion in a cool 
mine in Central Henan 
province in May killed 84 
workers, while two land- 
slides in a gold mine in the 
southwestern province of 
Yunnan in early June left 
227 dead or missing. 

Last year. China wit- 
nessed 529 major mining 


accidents — those involv- 
ing more than three deaths. 

The death toll of 3,362 
was an increase of 8.3 per 
cent on 1994, but the real 
figure could be much higher 
according to a labour min- 
istry report in July that said 
“some mine owners even 
tried to hide accidenrs from 
the authorities." 

The report blamed the rise 
in accidents on a flouting of 
security procedures and a 
lack of government action 
against illegal mines. 

Meanwhile, on the same 
day as the Datong mine 
explosion, a blast at a fire- 
works factory in the centra] 
province of Hunan killed 14 
workers and left 1 1 serious- 
ly injured, the legal daily 
reported Tuesday. w 

The two workshops that 
made up rhe factory had 
been completely destroyed 
by the explosion, the news- 
paper said, adding that the 
owner of the factory. Dong 
Xinhua, had been placed 
under house arrest, pending 
an investi cation. 


Mexican attorney general fired 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Me- 
xico's President Ernesto 
Zedillo fired his attorney 
general Monday after a se- 
ries of failures in high-pro- 
file assassination cases. 

Antonio Lozano Gracia, 
43, the only opposition 
member of the cabinet, will 
be replaced by Jorge Mad- 
ruzo Cuellar, a political in- 
dependent who heads the 
government's human rights 
commission. Zedillo's of- 
fice said in a statement. 

The statement did not say 
why Lozano was fired, but a 
senior government official, 
speaking off the record, told 
Reuters “sheer incompe- 
tence" was the reason. 

“There have been many 
instances in which Lozano 
did not provide the results 
he was asked to,” the offi- 

al said. “He created enor- 
mous expectations but did 
nor live up to them," 

Interior Minister Emilio 
Chuayfett said Madrazo, a 
respected lawyer who has 
spoken out against irregu- 
larities by ruling party offi- 
cials. will be given the same 
freedom as Lozano to pur- 
sue investigations. 

Madrazo pledged to clean 
up the attorney general's 
office and said he would not 
allow politics to interfere 
with the law. He also pro- 
mised to step up the fight 


against trafficking in illegal 
drugs, most of which is fun- 
nelled to the United States. 

“My actions will always 
be guided by two principles 
in which 1 believe whole- 
heartedly: Truth and the 
law.” Madrazo told a news 
conference. 

Zedillo vowed to impose 
the rule of law on Mexico, 
where the rich and powerful 
have long been seen as 
immune from prosecution 
for anything from tax fraud 
to murder. 

After taking office in De- 
cember 1994. Zedillo ap- 
pointed Lozano, u federal 
deputy and parliamentary 
leader for the conservative 
National Action Party's 
(PAN), as the first-ever op- 
position politician to serve 
at cabinet level. 

In a news conference late 
Monday the PAN's national 
leadership said Mexicans 
“have a right to know the 
precise reasons for (Loza- 
no's) removal." 

“In our opinion, Mr Lo- 
zano Gracia performed his 
job with loyalty and capacity, 
always putting the national 
interest ahead of any person- 
al or partisan interest," the 
PAN’s national executive 
committee said in a statement 
issued after a 2 1/2-hour 
closed-door meeting. 

As attorney general. Lo- 


zano was charged with in- 
vestigating two highly sen- 
sitive 1994 murder cases, 
both involving the killing of 
top ruling party politicians. 
He failed to solve either 
case. 

His prosecutors said pres- 
idential candidate Luis 
Donaldo Colosio was mur- 
dered in a conspiracy but 
saw their cases against sev- 
eral suspects collapse in 
court. That investigation is 
now on its fourrh special 
prosecutor with no visible 
results except the imprison- 
ment of one confessed cun- 
man. 

In the other big murder 
ease, that of ruling party 
Secretary-General " Jose 
Francisco Ruiz Massieu. 
Lozano's office blundered 
again and again, govern- 
ment officials said. ~ 

Zedillo allowed the arrest 
in March 1995 of former 
President Carlos Salinas's 
brother raul on charecs of 
conspiracy to murder Ruiz 
Massieu — but Lozano’s 
office has failed to provide 
hard evidence to secure a 
conviction. 

In October Lozano s team 
leaked tips to reporters of a 
major find in the case, then 
presented them with a 
skeleton dug up in the gar- 
den of a ranch used bv Raul 
Salinas. 
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Afghanistan 
aid appeal 


KABUL (R) — Internatio- 
nal aid organisations 
launched an appeal Tues- 
day to raise SI 33 million' 
for emergency humanitari- " 
an and rehabilitation. needs, 
in Afghanistan. 

“Much of the momentum 
to meer the complex chal- 
lenges in Afghanistan' - 
comes from the Afghans , 
themselves.” the appeal do- 
cument said. “The inter- 
national community is 
asked to assist them in their 
struggle. 

“In 1997. assistance will 
' help to rebuild the founda- 
tion for a longer-lasting 
peace by bringing commu-' 
nities together and streng- ' 
thening their capacity to 
govern their lives again," it 
said. 

The SI 33 million repre- 
sented 50 cents a month per 
Afghan, the document said. ' 

“It could make a huge 
difference," it said. 

The appeal is an inter- 
agency effort comprising 
the United Nations and 
non-governmental organi- 
sations in Afghanistan. 

Most funds raised by the 
appeal would go towards 
providing basic relief. 

‘The focus of the appeal 
is to meet the urgent huma- 
nitarian and rehabilitation 
needs of Afghanistan," the 
U.N. said. 

According to the appeal 
document, the funds will 
be used for “nation-wide 
programmes that respond 
to immediate needs across 
Afghanistan, including ba- 
sic relief activities, mine 
clearance, assistance to the 
disabled, repatriation, im- 
munisation and narcotics 
control." 

Response to previous aid 
appeals for Afghanistan 
have been disappointing. 
An appeal for $124 million 
in 1995/96 raised just $56 
million. 

‘Without a generous res- 
ponse to the appeal we will 
see a much worse problem 
here. We don’t want anoth- 
er Rwanda to develop 
before we react." said one 
aid worker in the capital 
Kabul. 

After 17 years of war, Af- 
ghanistan is among the 
world's most needy coun- 
tries. 

“By any international 
comparison, the scale of 
need in Afghanistan is 
daunting." the appeal docu- 
ment said. 

“More landmines are bu- 
ried in Afghanistan than in 
any other country' in the 
world. Up to 10 million 
mines remain to be cleared. 

As many as 10 Afghans fall 
victim to mines daily," it 
said. 

“Afghanistan has the 
highest rate of infant, 
childhood and maternal 
mortality in Asia.” it says. 

A recent survey estimated 
that one child in four dies 
before its fifth birthday. 

The U.N. says it feeds 
half of Kabul's population 
— ‘■ome 600,000 people . , 
“The World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) is helping • 
almost 300.000 beneficia- 
ries, and other agencies are 
feeding a similar number. 
Half of the city is receiving 
food support from the 
international community," 
said Ismael Omer of WFP 
in Kabul. 

Aid workers in Kabul pri- 
vately express concern that 
the policies of the purist 
Islamic Taieban. particular- 
ly their treatment of wo- 
men. will make it more dif- 
ficult to raise funds from 
donor nations. 

In the 75 per cent of the 
country under Taieban con- . 
ffol. girl's schools have 
been closed and women 
banned from the work- 
place. 

The appeal said that pro- 
grammes funded from the 
appeal will be monitored to 
ensure that they do not con- 
flict with international^ 
standards of h uman rights. 

A number of non-govern- 
mental organisations have 
already suspended their 
programmes in protest at 
the Taleban’s policies con- 
cerning women. 
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Rakesh Kumar, who was injured in a train bomb blast with his wife and son, rests at Ambala city hospital. At least 
12 passengers were killed and 37 injured after a bomb blast in an Indian passenger train (Renter photo) 

India steps up security after deadly bomb blast 
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AMBALA. India tRt — In- 
dian authorities tightened 
security Tucsd.iv a tier a 
bomb on a train killed 12 
people and roused fears of a 
renewal of Sikh separatist 
violence in the Punjab re- 
gion. 

Twelve passengers were 
killed and 37 injured early 
Monday by the explosion, 
which shattered a sleeper 
eoach at Ambala Canton- 
ment Station near Chandi- 
garh. capital nf the northern 
state of Punjab. 

Police said Tuesday that 
they had issued a ‘Ted 
alert", ordering officers to 
step up surveillance of all 
vehicles. tr;tins and buses in 
the Punjab region, which 
for a decade until the early 
1990s was tom by a violent 
separatist rebellion. 

Police were also told to 


increase sweeps on hideouts 
of suspected Sikh militants, 
a senior officer told Reuters 
in Chandigarh. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility lor the blast, which 
was the deadliest attack on a 
train in the region since 
Sikh militants stopped a 
train near Ludhiana city in 
late 1991 and slaughtered at 
least 53 passengers, mostly 
Hindus. 

Police intelligence offi- 
cials told Reuters they re- 
cently circulated a warning 
that Sikh militants had 
crossed into Punjab state 
from neighbouring Pakistan 
and were preparing to 
launch an attack in early 
December. 

“They want to create law 
and order problems in the 
northern stales.” said an of- 
ficial with Punjab police 


intelligence who asked not 
to be identified. % 

At least 2t).UU0 people 
were killed during the Sikh 
revolt which nicked Punjab 
state for a decade hut large- 
ly dissipated following lo- 
cal assembly elections in 
early 1992. 

Neighbouring. Jammu and 
Kashmir slate has been 
nicked by a Muslim sepa- 
ratist rebellion which erupt- 
ed in 1990. More than 
20,000 people have died in 
that insurgency. 

Monday’s bomb blast 
fanned fears of a resurgence 
of violence ahead of stale 
assembly polls in Punjab 
due by mid-February, the 
dates have not yet been 
announced. 

Officials from the federal 
home ministry convened an 
emergency meeting with 


police from Punjab and 
Haryana stales in Chandi- 
garh Tuesday morning to re- 
view the security situation, 
authorities said. 

Ambala police Chief Raj- 
bir Singh Deswal told Reu- 
ters it appealed sophisticat- 
ed RDX explosive was used 
in Monday's blast. 

"Clinical evidence indi- 
cates that RDX was used in 
the train blast,” Chief Dcs- 
wal told Reuters. “We shall 
conclusively prove it cnee 
we get the official report 
from forensic science ex- 
perts later this afternoon,” 

Police said that in the past, 
Sikh militant groups have 
generally been quick to 
claim responsibility for at- 
tacks. They speculated that 
Monday's blast may have 
been carried out by guerril- 
las new to the area’. 
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China proposes closer ties with South Asia 
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ISLAMABAD <R) — Chi- 
nese President Jiang Zemin 
proposed a plan Monday to 
improve ties with South 
Asian neighbours and dis- 
claimed any ambitions for 
regional dominance. 

“China will never seek he- 
gemony for itself," he told 
Pakistan’s senate (upper 
house) on the second day of 
a four-day visit to a long- 
standing regional ally. 

‘‘China stands ready to Ji\c 
harmoniously.. .On the basis of 
the five principles of peaceful 
coexistence,” he said. 

Mr. Jiang prupused that 
China and South Asian na- 
lions broaden exchanges and 
deepen traditional friendship, 
respect each other as equals. 


promote mutual benefit and 
common development, prop- 
erly handle existing disputes 
and work together towards a 
better future. 

“Wc are ready to join hands 
with the South Asian coun- 
tries in building a friendly 
and good-neiahbourlv rela- 
tionship lhai is long-term, 
stable and oriented towards 
die 2 1 st century..." 

"We should look at the 
differences or disputes from 
a long-term perspective, 
seeking a just and reason- 
able settlement through 
consultations and negotia- 
tions while bearing in mimi 
the larger picture.” he .said. 

"if certain issues cannot 
be resolved for the time 


being, they may be shelved 
temporarily so that they will 
not affect the normal statc- 
to- stale relations.” 

Mr. Jiang did not refer to 
any specific problem, but 
may have had in mind 
China's border dispute with 
India. He signed an agree- 
ment aimed at reducing* bor- 
der tension during his visit 
to India last week, the first 
by a Chinese president. 

He made nu reference to 
Pakistan's long-standing 
quarrel with India over the 
Himalayan region of Kash- 
mir. which Islamabad says 
is the main source of insta- 
bility in South Asia. 

Mr. Jiang said China sin- 
cerely hoped that the region 


would enjoy long-term sta- 
bility and vigorous econom- 
ic development. 

“China will, as always, 
support SouLh Asian region- 
al cooperation, support the 
proposal and initiative for 
the establishment of a South 
Asia nuclear-free zone and 
Indian Ocean zone of peace, 
and support all efforts 
designed to serve peace, 
stability and development 
of the South Asian region.” 

Mr. Jiang said dial while 
the world was undergoing 
what he eailed structural tran- 
sition, "it K necessary for our 
two sides io step up consulta- 
tion. cooperate closely and 
come to each Ollier’s support 
in international affairs.” 


Leading suspect in Japan subway attack captured 
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TOKYO (R) — A leading 
suspect in the nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo subways 
last year was arrested in the 
southern Japan prefecture 
of Okinawa Tuesday, police 
said. 

Yasuo Hayashi was arrest- 
ed on murder and attempted 
murder charges for his al- 
leged role in the March 
1995 gas arrack on rhe sub- 
way system and a June 1 994 
attack in a cenrra! Japanese 
resort city, a police spokes- 
man said. 

Mr. Hayashi. 3S. whose 
face appears on thousand.-* 
of posters as one of Japan’s 
most wonted fugitive';, had 
eluded a police manhunt for 
2 1 months, moving around 
the Tokyo area and through- 
out Japan, according to me- 


dia repons of sporadic .sigh- 
ting.'*. 

He has been identified hy 
other members of the Aum 
Shinri Kyo (Supreme Truth 
Sect) os one of the eultisis 
who released sari n nerve 
gu> in ru>h hour Tokyo .sub- 
ways. killing 12 people and 
injuring thousands. 

The cu I lists have also said 
he curried out a sarin gas 
attack in central Matsumoto 
in June 1994 that killed se- 
ven people and other crimes 
attributed to the Doomsday 
cult. 

"I’m tired now,” police 
quoted him as saying when 
he was detained on the tiny 
island of Ishigaki. located 
1.60U kilometres southwest 
ofTokvo. Arrested with him 
was Hidcko Obora. who is 


accused of sheltering him in 
her Kyoto apartment. 

Two other eultisis suspec- 
ted of spreading sarin in the 
Tokyo subways, a man and a 
woman, remain at large. 

Mr. Hayashi served in the 
"special force” of Aum 
Shinri Kyo Founder Shoku 
Asuhara, who is on trial for 
murder for allegedly plan- 
ning the attack. In his role 
as A Sahara’s top henchman, 
he visited North Korea and 
made weapons buying trips 
to Russia, media repons 
have said. 

Mr. Hayashi is also sus- 
pected of being involved in 
the shooting of national po- 
lice agency Chief Takaji Ku- 
nimutsu in March 1995, the 
Japanese media has reported. 

A former police officer 


and cult member who has 
confessed to shooting Kuni- 
matsu told interrogators that 
he met Hayashi after the 
shooting, according to me- 
dia reports. The police offi- 
cer was fired from the Tok- 
yo Metropolitan Police De- 
partment last week for leak- 
ing police information to 
the cult. 

In trials that began earlier 
his year, five former cult 
officials have testified in 
court that Asuhara instruct- 
ed them to carry out the 
subway gas attack and other 
killings. 

Apart from the subway 
murder charge, Asuhara 
faces ! bother charges rang- 
ing from kidnap-murders to 
illegal production of drugs 
and weapons. 




Liz Taylor: income gap hinders AIDS effort 
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UNITED NATIONS tRi — 
Actress Elizabeth Taylor 
Monday urged ihe United 
Slates to take the lead in 
seeking an inexpensive 
AIDS vaccine, warning that 
the epidemic would not end 
& long as good health care 
was the preserve of the rich. 

Addressing U.N. World 
AIDS Day. Ms. Taylor said 
a safe, effective and inex- 
pensive vaccine was the 
(toty way to combat AIDS 
® the United States and 
abroad. The United Nations 
a combined agency pro- 
Stamme, called UN AIDS, 
^jjnehed last January. 

“As long as there is such 
disparity between rich and 
Poor there will never be a 
^sounding solution to 


AIDS.” she said. 

M«. Taylor urged die U.S. 
eovenuncnr to take the initiu- 
five by bringing together iop 
research scientists with die 

sole aim of finding an HIV 
vaccine, punning out that 
only SI 30 million a year was 
spent globally on research. 

Mv Taylor! die a> founder 
of the American Foundation 
fur AIDS Research, said that 
despite recent optimum asso- 
ciated with new treatments, 
the disease was slill spread- 
ing among women and the 
poor and in poor nations. 

In the United Stares, she 
said there were two classes of 
people living with AIDS: 
"Those who can afford treat- • 
ment and those who cannot. 
Is this something (hat wc can 


bear?" 

She said (hai l >0 per cent «»f 
current infections were 
among women and called for 
research into a female con- 
dom that vvjs cheap and easy 
to use. or inicrohicides iliat 
could be used vagimdly. 

A recent U.N. report said 
that more than 3 million peo- 
ple, mostly under 25 years of 
age, have become infected 
with ihc AIDS virus in 1996. 

The new eases bring to 
nearly 23 million the (oial 
number who are infected. 
Since AIDS was discovered 
over 15 yean* ago, 6.4 million 
people, including 1.4 million 
children, have died, with 1.5 
million succumbing to the 
disease in 199o. Africa is the 
worst hit. with 14 million per- 


son.-, or f»3 per cent of the 
world's (oial t-urrenily living 
will) AIDS. 

U.N. Secretary -Genera I 

Bouirus Cihaii described ihe 
figures as appalling, saying 
no country was immune. He 
sard at the very least coun- 
tries needed "sex education 
programmes and awareness 
campaigns among intrave- 
nous drug users." 

General assembly Presi- 
dent Razali Ismael of Ma- 
laysia told the same session 
that in some African coun- 
tries health care amounted io 
no more than $10 a person a 
year, which meant that “the 
majority of those with hiv 
worldwide arc therefore 
excluded from any treatment 
using drug therapy.” 
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Algerian police kill 12 


Islamic rebels in shoot-out 


ALGIERS (AFP) — 
Twelve Islamic fundamen- 
talist guerillas responsible 
for the massacre of 3S civil- 
ians in October were killed 
in long and bloody clashes 
with security troops, the Al- 
gerian press repurted Tues- 
day. 

After a 15-hour stand-off, 
the Islamic commando, inc- 
luding the group’s leader 
Ouled Abdenebi, were 
killed, the Liberie daily re- 
ported. 

Army and police troops 
encircled rhe Ghardaia re- 
gion, 400 kilumetres south 
of Algiers, where the group 
was hiding out, Libene re- 
ported. 

The paper did not say 
whether there were any ca- 
sualties among security 
troops. 

Altogether. 3S civilians 
were killed in October not 
far from the Hassi R'met 
Gas field almost 400 kilo- 
metres south of Algiers, in 
one of (be worst massacres 
since 1992. 

In a frequently-used tac- 


tic, suspected members of 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), set up a false check- 
point identical to those of 
the security forces on the 
main road between Lagh- 
ouat and Ghardaia and exe- 
cuted people in vehicles 
who drove up io it. 

The bodies of the dead 
fundamentalists were taken 
back to Ghardaia, Liberie 
and the daily Le Matin re- 
ported. 

Army troops also 
launched a vast anti-GIA 
sweep several days ago in 
the Sidi Moussa. Larbaa 
and Chrea regions, the AJ 
Watan daily reported Tues- 
day. 

In a separate develop- 
ment, Algerian authorities 
introduced a new bill to mo- 
nitor the use of equipment 
considered as sensitive, inc- 
luding walkie-talkies, fax 
machines, portable and sa- 
tellite telephones. 

The new government bill 
is aimed at regulating 
equipment, which, if used 
for fraudulous purposes. 


could "harm public security 
and order”, the latest gov- 
ernment gazette reported. 

The bill was approved by 
President Liamine Zeroual 
and the Interior and De- 
fence ministries, as well as 
the Ministry of Post and Te- 
lecommunications. 

Meanwhile, negotiations 
between Algeria and the 
European Union (EU) on an 
association accord will be- 
gin in earls 1997. the offi- 
cial news agency APS quot- 
ed EU envoy Manuel Marin 
as sas mg Monday. 

Mr. Marin, the European 
commissioner for coopera- 
lion with south .Mediterran- 
ean countries, was speaking 
after holding talks with Pre- 
sident Zeroual in Algiers. 

The EU _*nvo\ told re- 
porters “negotiations with 
Algeria on the association 
accord will start at end Feb- 
ruary' or the beginning of 
March !997.“ APS said. 

“If wc work hard ion this 
project!, it is possible to 
reach an agreement in a rea- 
sonable time," he said. But 


gave no date. 

The envoy described his 
talks with President Zeroual 
and Algerian officials as 
"very instructive,” APS 
said. 

"Algerian authorities 
were committed to achieve 
the political process — 
communal and legislative 
elections — as promised." 
he added. 

Algerians voted over- 
whelmingly last week for 
Mr. Zeroual’s draft consti- 
tution banning Muslim 
guerrilla.*, from seeking po- 
wer. 

Official results from Al- 
geria's referendum to 
change the country's consti- 
tution showed that 84.6 per 
cent voted "Yes' for change 
and 15.4 per cent voted 
"No\ the constitutional 
council announced. 

More than 60.000 people 
have died in Algeria's vio- 
lence since 1992 when the 
authorities annulled a gen- 
eral election in which radi- 
cal Islamists had taken a 
huge lead. 


S. Africa 
cautious 
as Taiwan 


starts 


damage 

control 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa will not re- 
verse its decision to switch 
diplomatic ties from Tai- 
wan to China but will tell 
Taiwan’s visiting foreign 
minister that it wants to 
|: preserve good ties with the 
island, a spokesman for 
President Nelson Mandela 
said Tuesday, 

Foreign Minister John 
Chang was greeted at Jo- 
hannesburg international 
airport by a crowd of 
around 200 Taiwanese na- 
tionals living in South Af- 
rica. He spoke briefly to re- 
porters, saying only that he 
hoped to meet Mandela du- 
ring his stay. 

He was scheduled to be- 
gin a round of diplomatic 
talks Tuesday in an effort 
to secure the highest possi- 
ble relations with South 
Africa after its Nov. 27 an- 
nouncement that it would 
sever links with Taipei 
from 1997 to favour Bei- 


J«ng. 

The South African presi- 
dent’s office said Mr. Man- 
dela had arranged to meet 
chang at his official Preto- 
ria residence at about 1000 
GMT Wednesday. 

Mr. Mandela's spokes- 
man, Parks Mankahlana, 
said he intended to "listen" 
to Chang and would reiter- 
ate Pretoria’s willingness 
to maintain friendly rela- 
tions with Taipei — while 
not reversing its decision to 
give official recognition to 
mainland China. 

"The South African gov- 
ernment does not expect 
the Taiwanese foreign min- 
ister to reopen the question 
of diplomatic contacts with 
the republic of China,” 
Mankahlana told Reuters. 

“We hope they will un- 
derstand the decision we 
have taken was not made in 
bad faith, and that it should 
not in any way affect con- 
tinuing contact between us. 

"The president will listen 
to what the Taiwanese for- 
eign minister has to say, 
anti he will reiterate the 
need for good relations bet- 
ween the two countries” 
Man kali I ana added. 

South Africa is the big- 
gest of only 30 countries 
— mostly underdeveloped 
states in Central America 
and Africa — that recog- 
nise Taiwan's republic of 
China government rather 
than the Communist peo- 
ple's republic of China on 
the mainland. 

China has regarded Tai- 
wan as a renegade province 
not entitled to international 
ties since the two split after 
a civil war in 1949. 


Zairean rebels tighten grip 


in east; Kinshasa powerless 


GOMA (AFP) — Zairean 
rebels led by Laurent- De- 
sire Kabila have lightened 
their grip in the east as 
towns on the border with 
Rwanda and Uganda suc- 
cessively fall into their 
hands, sources said Tues- 
day. 

Journalists and expatriate 
workers in Goma, Bukavu, 
Uvira, Beni and Butembo 
said the mainly Tutsi rebels 
had seized these towns and 
this week advanced on 
Kindu in the west of the 
eastern Kivu region and 
Bunia to the north. 

Some reports said ihe 
rebels had taken Kisangani, 
a strategic town some 500 
kilometres northwest of 
Goma, but Zairean Informa- 
tion Minister Boguo Makeli 
denied this. Independent 
sources reached in the town 
said that there was no sign 
of the guerrillas. 

Kisangani is currently a 
logistic base for many hu- 


manitarian organisations 
seeking to assist Rwandan 
refugees and displaced Zair- 
eans fleeing from the com- 
bat zone, lite town has also 
been envisaged as a base for 
a multinational force to help 
with the relief effort. 

For days, an airdrop of 
food to stranded refugees, 
believed to number some 
300,000, has been under 


consideration by members 
of the Canadian-led force in 
Uganda, but aid workers 
fear that this would be un- 
workable and say troops 
must go in to help on the 
ground. 

A spokesman here for the 
U.N. High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) 
said that the rebels were still 
on the high Masisi Plain, 90 
kilometres northwest of 
Goma. 

They were allied with an 
anti-Hutu local ethnic 
group, the Batins, in battles 
with Rwandan Hutu Inter- 
harawe militiamen and 
members of the Rwandan 
former array, aid workers 
said. 

The armed Rwandans fled 
into Zaire in 1994 after be- 
ing routed by the Tutsi-led 
Rwandan Patriotic From 
(RPF). which won a civil 
war in July that year and put 
an end to the genocide of 
more than half a million 
people. 

The gunmen were holding 
sway over a column of 
some 50.000 Rwandan Hu- 
tu refugees in the Masisi 
area and another group of 
between 150,000 and 
200.000 in the nearby Wali- 
kale region. 

According to Rwandan 
authorities. around 600,000 
of the Hutus who fled to. 


eastern Zaire in 1994 have 
flooded back home since 
the Zairean rebels began 
their uprising in October. 

Meanwhile, Rwandan re- 
fugees arrived at the deso- 
late Mugunga Camp after 
trekking for over a month in 
appalling conditions to es- 
cape gunmen, saying they 
left scenes of death and hor- 
ror among refugees still 
days away front here, 

Victor, Jean-Marie and In- 
nocent. three Rwandan re- 
fugees from the Katale 
Camp, north of Goma, * 
spent more than a month' 
hiding oiir in the forest, ' 
where they fed on grass dhd • 
roots and drank water from 


stagnant pools. 
Thi 


’hey arrived Monday at 
Mugunga Camp, 15 kilome- 
tres from Goma, once the 
world’s biggest refugee 
camp before its more than 
400.000 occupants left to 
return to Rwanda. 

Since it was seized by 
Zairean Tutsi rebels two 
weeks ago, Mugunga, 
which lies at the foot of The 
Nyragongo Volcano, is no- 
thing but a mined shell of 
what it once was. 

All that protrudes from the 
ground are bits of black vol- 
canic rock, which were used 
by the refugees to fence in 
their fragile shelters of wood 
and plastic sheeting. 


13 burned to death in Malaysia collision 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
Thirteen Singaporeans 
bumqd to death and 12 were 
injured Tuesday when their 
tour bus rammed into a 
truck parked on the side of a 
highway near the Malaysian 
capital. 

A police spokesman told 
reporters all the passengers 
were Singapore nationals 
on their way to Gening 
Highlands, a Hilltop casino 
Resort that is popular with 
residents in neighbouring 
Singapore. 

A seven -year-old boy, a 
10-year-old boy and a’ 10- 
year-old girl were among 
those killed, police said. 

Both vehicles caught fire 


immediately after the bus 
slammed into the truck, 
which was carrying scrap 
metal, the spokesman said. 

Sam Wei Jie. 10, who .was 
among those injured, said 
his father carried him out of 
the flaming bus after the 
early morning incident. 

"Mv father carried me out 
and put me on the side of 
the road but I can’t remem- 
ber what happened after 
that. There were flames all 
over the bus.” he said. 

The boy’s mother, aunt 
and grandfather are be- 
lieved to be among the 
dead, hospital officials said. 

His grandmother. Lee Ah 
Neo. was taken to hospital 


with slight injuries. It was 
nor immediately clear if the 
boy’s father, who may have 
tried to rescue other mem- 
bers of the family, was 
among the survivors, hospi- 
tal officials said. 

The bus driver, identified 
as Rosni Faat, has been 
detained for investigation, 
the police spokesman said. 

The truck driver, who sur- 
vived without injuries, gave 
police a statement and was 
released. 

The accident occurred at 
4.30 a.m. local time (2030 
GMT) outside the town of 
Nilai on the Kuala Lumpur- 
Seremban highway. 


Burma frees most detained students 


RANGOON (Rj — Bur- 
ma’s military government 
said it had briefly held hun- 
dreds of students Tuesday 
after they staged night-long 
street protests in the capital 
Rangoon, the biggest such 
demonstrations in several 


briefly to son out whether 
they were real students or 
infiltrators,” he said. 

“After paper checks, they 
were sent back to their 
school and hostels because 
we want them to continue 


imprisoned when the 
SLORC crushed the 1988 


years. 

Witnesses earlier said up 
to 300 students were taken 
away just before sunrise in 
police trucks when they re- 
fused to disperse after a 
march through central Ran- 
goon early Tuesday. 

They were released after 
their papers were checked, a 
spokesman for the ruling 
State Law and Order Resto- 
ration Council (SLORC) 
said. 

‘They were not detained 
nor did they face any char- 
ges. They were simply held 


their peaceful studies," he 
told reporters after the 
monthly SLORC press brie- 
fing Tuesday. 

Up to 2.000 students took 
(o the streets Monday to 
protest against the police 
handling of a brawl between 
their colleagues and restau- 
rant owners on Oct. 20. 

The latest street protests, 
which began with a sit-in at 
the Yangon (Rangoon) Ins- 
titute of Technology (YIT) 
Monday, were some of the 
worst since the 1988 pro- 
democracy uprising. 

Thousands were killed or 


movement. 

There were no reports of 
violence in the latest pro- 
tests. 

Those held Tuesday were 
pan of a group of 400 who 
had gathered near the cen- 
tral Shwe Dagon Pagoda 
around 6.00 a.m. local lime- 
(2230 GMT) after marching 
from the YIT. 

By the early hours of 
Tuesday the protest had 
moved to the heart of the 
capital. Witnesses said 
those detained had refused 
an order to disperse when 
cornered by police near the 
pagoda. 

The SLORC spokesman 
said the genuine students 
had been joined by political 
aaitaiors. 
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Good spirit, fresh start 


DESPITE THE tension that accompanied the cir- 
cumstances surrounding the decision by Karak 
Deputy Nazih Ammarin to resign from the Lower 
House of Parliament, the controversy ended in a 
manner that reflected well on Jordan and its 
efforts to build a democratic system in which 
cooperation for the public good is the dominant 
feature. 

Both Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti and 
Dr. Ammarin caitie out winners from the dispute 
that erupted between them during the Aug.16 
Karak riots when the country had to deal with a 
difficult and challenging situation at which 
visions were blurred and emotions high. 

The prime minister, who should be credited for 
having successfully absorbed the tension of the 
summer, proved yet again that he is a politician 
capable of taking difficult decisions and a states- 
man willing to do what it takes to achieve nation- 
al reconciliation and right wrongs. 

By apologising to Dr. .Ammarin in the House of 
Parliament, Mr. Kabariti defused a potentially 
troublesome situation that could have developed 
had the resignation of the deputy went through. 
It has been established that Mr. Kabariti already 
apologised to Dr. Ammarin for his alleged threat- 
ening of the deputy during the Karak riots. On 
one occasion he did so in the presence of His 
Majesty King Hussein. But Dr. Ammarin felt 
that the previous apologies were not enough and 
wanted a public apology' which he can take back 
to his constituency which he claimed was insulted 
by the prime minister. The prime minister, who 
enjoys a strong support in the House, could have 
refused to do so. The result would have been extra 
tension that would not, ijiost probably,- present a 
significant crisis for Mr. Kabariti but that would 
have spoiled the country's political environment 
which should now be marked by cooperation 
rather than confrontation. Mr. Kabariti chose to 
help turn a new page. For that, hats are off. 

Dr. Ammarin too, opted for reconciliation. He 
acknowledged, publicly, the “chivalry" of Mr. 
Kabariti and praised his courage in apologising. 
Dr. Ammarin could have chosen to ride high on 
the waves of challenging the authorities among 
some of his colleagues and supporters. But that 
would have been an easy gain on the expense of 
helping the country's higher interests. He proved 
above that. For him too, hats are off. 

And hats are off for the opposition in 
Parliament which did not exploit the tension 
between Mr. Kabariti and Dr. Ammarin to 
embarrass the government and make political 
gains and noises at the expense of the time and 
work of the House. The opposition recognised the 
size of the problem and the need to keep it within 
proportions. Its stand betrayed farsightedness 
and responsibility. 

The handling of the resignation of Dr. Ammarin 
is a plus for Parliament and for the government 
But above all. it is a positive precedent for the 
w hole of Jordan. The spirit that prevailed in the 
House Monday must be encouraged. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NEWS ABOUT ihe imminent resumption of Iraqi oil sales 
is warmly welcomed by Jordan which, after Iraq, will be 
the first beneficiary economically, said Fahed Fanek. a 
writer for A1 Ra’i daily. Tuesday. The writer said after Iraq. 
Jordan was the main party to suffer economically as a result 
of the imposition of the U.N. sanctions on Iraq, since most 
of its exports used to go to the Iraqi markets. Jordan wel- 
comes ihe new development and the announcement by Iraqi 
government officials that Baghdad will give Jordanian 
exporters priority over others and will resort to Aqaba port 
us the main source for securing imports of food and medi- 
cine which will be purchased in exchange for oil sales, said 
the writer. Once the operations start the Jordanian busi- 
nessmen will stan selling products to the Iraqi markets in 
greater quantities than they are doing now and in this way 
die Iraqis will be settling their debts, accumulated over the 
past six years, to Jordan, he noted. As a clear sign of such a 
favourable development to the Jordanian economy, the 
price of industrial shares in the Amman Financial Market 
have recently witnessed a sharp rise, while the volume of 
share trading has been increasing, said the writer. He added 
that Iraq remains Jordan's strategic - depth and a major 
source of income for its people. 


DESPITE THE Ministry of Health's efforts to improve the 
health and medical situation in the Kingdom, the level of 
medical serv ices in most regions, especially in the rural 
areas, is still below the minimum level, according to 
Mohammad Daoud, a writer for AI Dustour. The health 
authorities are not coping with the natural population 
growth, the increase in population, resulting from the return 
of expatriates, and the rising cost of medical treatment at 
private clinics, he said. The Health Ministry, said the writer, 
is lacing the new challenge of allocating huge funds to cater 
to the medical needs of people, especially the low-income 
groups. Even in major cities like Amman and Zarqa the 
Health Ministry is finding it most difficult to cope with the 
increase in public demand on medical services at a time 
when it has no resources for opening new hospitals in the 
rural regions to reduce die pressure on the hospitals of the 
main cities, he added. The writer said that the government 
is urgently required to earmark sufficient funds in its 1997 
budget to finance the treatment of people in the rural 
regions, who are most eligible for assistance. 


Washington Watch 


Bv Dr. James Zogby 


Arab American television: 


Strengthening our community’s outreach 


ONE OF the most extraordi- 
nary' opportunities I have 
been given to be of service 
to the Arab American com- 
munity was my affiliation 
with ihe Arab Network of 
America tANA). both tele- 
vision and radio. 

ANA is the Arab 
American community's 
largest nationwide televi- 
sion and radio network. 
Owned by Middle East 
Broadcasting Centre. ANA 
is headquartered in 
Washington, DC. ANA tele- 
vision reaches tens of thou- 
sands of Arab American 
households via cable and 
satellite while ANA radio is 
carried in major U.S. cities 
and reaches over 850,000 
Arab Americans. In addition 
to successful and long- 
standing local Arab 
American television pro- 
grammes. other Arab net- 
works have entered the 
American market, including 
Arab Radio and Television 
(ARTl and Dubai television. 

Later this month ANA 
television celebrates its fifth- 
anniversary. For the past 
four years I have hosted “A 
Capita] View." a weekly 
call-in television and radio 
programme for ANA. 

"A Capital View" has 
brought Arab Americans 
into direct interaction with 
U.S. and world leaders and 
policy makers. As a result, 
the show not only informs 


its viewers, but allows our 
viewing audience to educate 
leadersabout our communi- 
ty’s needs and concerns. It 
has become a valuable polit- 
ical tool. 

During the past four years. 
“ACapilaJ View” has hosted 
a wide range of guests, 
including over a dozen 
members of Congress. We 
have had officials from the 
White House and State 
Department, major U.S. 
political personalities, 
including Reverend Jesse 
Jackson, and media figures 
like CNN's Frank Sesno and 
Bill Press, as well as UPI’s 
venerable Helen Thomas. 

“A Capital View” has been 
host to international leaders 
as well. Most recently. 
United Nations Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali was 
featured live on our radio 
programme. During .the past 
several years PNA President 
Yasser Arafat, Queen Noor. 
and a number of other gov- 
ernment leaders from the 
PNA. Lebanon. Kuwait. 
Egypt and even Bosnia have 
spoken directly to our com- 
munity through the vehicle 
afforded by ANA. 

There are times when the 
show does not only educate, 
but rather provides the 
needed comfort when our 
community is hurting. 

Our very first programme 
came within a week of the 
bombing of the World Trade 


Centre. There was wide- 
spread Fear within the com- 
munity that Muslims living 
in the U.S. would experi- 
ence a backlash. Our - guest 
on “A Capital View” was 
Congressman Craig 

Washington, a member of 
the Judiciary Committee. 
Taking phone calls on the 
air and speaking directly to 
Arab American fears, the 
congressman helped create 
calm and gave some assur- 
ance that our community 
had allies who would 
defend our rights. 

On the night of the 
Oklahoma City bombing we 
were on air speaking live to 
Arab American families in 
Oklahoma City. They had 
the opportunity to reach out 
to the rest of the community 
— to describe their fears 
and to tell of real anti-Arab 
incidents that had occurred. 

In the weeks that fol- 
lowed, we kept in touch 
with our community in 
Oklahoma City. They were 
strengthened by the support 
that had received from the 
rest of the community and 
we became a stronger com- 
munity by an increased abil- 
ity to reach out and bring so 
many Arab American homes 
together every evening. 

ANA Television has been 
a powerful cool in helping 
us educate the administra- 
tion about Arab American 
concerns as well. For 


months we tried to convince 
the State Department of the 
impact the genocide in 
Bosnia was having on Arab 
attitudes towards U.S. poli- 
cy. They continued to see 
Bosnia in a European con- 
text only until one State 
Department official 

appeared as a guest on “A 
Capital View.” Since his 
area of speciality was the 
Middle East he expected to 
receive calls about the peace 
process; however, two- 
thirds of the callers that 
night spoke of their outrage 
over genocide and ethnic 
cleansing in Bosnia. As he 
left the studio that night, my 
guest acknowledged that he 
now understood the depth of 
feeling and the impact that 
Bosnia was having on our 


community. 

Similarly, the show pro- 
vided Arab Americans with 
an opportunity to supply 
U.S. officials with feedback 
regarding the ups and 
downs of the peace process. 

We have also used the 
show to discuss a wide 
range of domestic issues 
that affect our community. 
We have debated health care 
reform and the budget crisis 
with White House officials, 
we have discussed affirma- 
tive action and abortion 
with congressmen. And. of 
course, we have talked 
about electoral politics. 

One of my proudest 


moments on the show came 
the week after the 
November elections. Arab 
Americans from across the 
U.S. called in to report on 
the political activity of our 
community ui their area. 
One ANA reporter from 
Michigan said that he inter- 
viewed fifty Arab American 
voters, and discovered that 
twenty-eight had voted for 
the first time. Many of them 
said they had been encour- 
aged to vote by watching 
ANA. 

This is television at its 
best. ANA is serving Arab 
Americans as a tool to 
strengthen the community 
and to provide it with real 
opportunities for citizen 
education and participation. 

When our Arab American 
organisations were first 
formed in Washington over 
twenty years ago, we often- 
times had difficulties in 
securing meetings with very 
low level White House offi- 
cials. Now. weekly on ANA. 
Arab Americans across the 
country have the opportuni- 
ty to speak directly to policy 
makers — to become 
informed and to inform 
them. 

This is not only a reflec- 
tion of the progress our 
community has made, it is 
also a direct result of the 
contribution that ANA has 
made to our work. 


Israel’s neighbours — time to disengage? 


By G Wynne Dyer 


‘PALESTINIANS CAN 
expect ■ a ■ comparable status 
to; that of the' inhabitants, of 
Puerto Rico', or of, < ■ the 
Principality of Andorra . . 

— Israeli Prime Minister 
Bcnyamin Netanyahu 

"It is important that people 
should understand that 
Andorra is not some kind of 
territory. It is a country. " 

— MeritxeU Matcu. 
Andorran ambassador to 
France 


won it fair and square. The 
key elements of the popula- 
tion thar boosted the right 
wing into power were the 
“Oriental" 1 Jews’. - ' the ultra- 
orthodox' die ^rtler'popuia- 
tion and recenr - Russian 


Netanyahu may be ignorant 
about Andorra, but his inten- 
tion is clean Palestinians 
must remain forever subject 
to Israel's will. And 
Netanyahu’s current term in 
office only expires in the 
year 2000 — so what are 
Israel’s Arab neighbours to 
do? 

Six months after the Likud 
Party narrowly won power 
from the Labour government 
that negotiated the 1993 
Oslo peace accords with the 
Palestinians, it is clear that 
there will be no further 
progress on any of the issues 
still to be addressed under 
the Oslo accords. 

Netanyahu’s government 
wants peace, of course, but a 
peace in which Israel makes 
no concessions, gives up no 
land, and maintains a perpet- 
ual colonial authority over 
the 2 million Palestinians 
living in the occupied terri- 
tories. Indeed, far from con- 
cealing that attitude, it posi- 
tively Haunts it. 

Just this week. Netanyahu 
faced the cameras beside 
Ron Nachman, mayor of 
Ariel, and boasted that that 
particular Jewish settlement, 
home to around onc-lenth of 
the 145.000 Jewish settlers 
oh the West Bank, would 
double in size during his 
term in office. 

Netanyahu's cabinet col- 
league Ariel Sharon said ear- 
lier this month that he plans 
to build two whole new 
cities in the West Bank, 
adding another 100.000 
Jewish settlers to the region. 
And after months of stalling 
and weeks of intense negoti- 
ations. Netanyahu still can- 
not bring himself to pull 
Israeli troops out of most of 
the West Bank city of 
Hebron, although it was 
specifically agreed by the 
Labour government before 
last spring's election. 

It is time for Israel’s neigh- 
bours lo bile the bullet — 
not only about the nature of 
this government, but about 
the changed character of 
Israel itself. 

Netanyahu won the la>i 
election narrowly, but he 


immigrants. 

Apart from the Russians, 
all these groups have far 
higher birth rates than 
Labour’s supporters. (The 
20 members of the Israeli 
parliament who represent 
the various religious parties 
have an average of six chil- 
dren each). In future elec- 
tions. these intransigent and 
sometimes fanatical groups 
will play an ever larger role, 
so there is little chance of the 
old order returning. 

The right-wing Israeli aca- 
demic Mordechai Nisan tri- 
umphantly summed up the 
change: “The emergence of 
a Jewish Israel — distinct 
from the socialist, secular, 
European-style, 
Mediterranean- flavoured. 
American-mimicking. bi- 
nationul. democratic one — 
was the most vibrant and 
important result of the elec- 
tion.” 

Netanyahu's own rather 
Americanised style conceals 
the reality. For almost fifty 
years. .Arab intellectuals 
have been saying that they 
would not mind so much if 
Israel could only be a real 
Middle Eastern country 
rather than an arrogant 
Western intrusion into the 
region. Well, they have 
finally got their wish. The 
new “Jewish Israel" is as 
devout, as emotional, as irra- 
lional as you could possibly 
want. 

So what are Israel’s neigh- 
bours to do? The 
Palestinians, of course, have 
no choice: they arc con- 
demned to perpetual colo- 
nial status until and unless a 
renewed intifada eventually 
wears down Israel's resolve. 
But what arc Egypt. Jordan 
and Syria to do? 

As Palestinian frustration 
mounts, the next round of 
killing in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip may be much 
worse than the backlash in 
September after the Israeli 
government unilaterally 
opened a new tunnel 
entrance under Temple 
Mount “which expresses our 
sovereignty over 

Jerusalem,” as Netanyahu 
put it. Seventy people were 
killed that lime: next time, it 
may be hundreds. 

President Hafez Assad of 
Syria must be profoundly 
grateful that he did not also 
sign a peace treaty with 
Israel. The return of the 
Golan Heights, which was 
his price for peace, would 


have been phased over a 
long period, and the Likud 
government would certainly 
now be reneging on that 
commitment, too. ••• 
"Thaft: WOUia' MvT- placed 
AsSad -in a truly-; desperate 
position, especially as he has 
no viable military option. 
Israel enjoys absolute mili- 
tary superiority over all its 
Arab neighbours combined, 
without even counting its 
large stock of nuclear 
weapons. 

And Yasser Arafat? He will 
be lucky to survive at all. 


The Palestinian fundamen- 
talists of Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad achieved their goal of 
wrecking the peace by- 
deploying - ‘die -suicide : 
bombers;"! ■who"." ensured ' 
Netanyahu’s, election, but 
their success will not be 
complete until they have 
eliminated Arafat as well. 

Israel’s neighbours face the 
nearly impossible task of 
hanging on for four long 
years in the hope (but only a 
faint hope) that Israelis may 
then elect a government that 
is genuinely interested in 


pursuing the peace process 
again. To hang on. they 
must, above all. survive the 
anger at home against their 
failed peace policy. 

That means the- Arab lead- 
ers must cut their' contacts 
with Israel to the bare legal 
minimum: No more going to 
summits because the 
Americans ask them to, no 
more reciprocal visits with 
Netanyahu, nothing that sug- 
gests they accept or approve 
of his actions. Otherwise, 
they will be gone long before 
Netanyahu goes. 


LETTERS 


7.7% or 17. 1%? 


To the Editor: 


Dr. Fahed Fanek’s article “Unemployment 
stands at 7.7 percent only” (Jordan Times. 
Dec. I. 1996) claiming that the unemploy- 
ment rale is 7.7 per cent is faulty. In fact, 
the article committed a grand error in 
applying basic economic principles and 
definitions. 

The purpose of my letter is to correct the 
error in Dr. Fanek 's article and to establish 
the correct unemployment rate based upon 
the subject article’s figures. 

The unemployment rate is a very impor- 
lani number used by Jordan not only in pol- 
icy planning and formulation but also to 
demonstrate need and to secure aid from 
nations and international organisations. If 
these donors start to believe that we have 
such a low unemployment rale, while in 
fact it is much higher than the 7.7 per cent 
rale which the article claimed, badly need- 
ed aid may be stopped and Jordan would 
hurt. 

The article used a study that was con- 
ducted by the Department of Statistics in 
cooperation with the International Centre 
for Social and Applied Studies and 
Research. International Development 
Research of Canada ancf rhe United 
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 

The following is a quote from the article 
where the error was made: ‘The survey 
revealed that the ratio of the employed 
among the 15 to 75 year olds is 36.8 per 
cent. This docs not mean that 64.2 per cent 
of this category of population is unem- 
ployed. Actually 1 7 per, cent of them arc 
regular students in their classes. 29.7 per 
cent are housewives. 0.5 per cent have spe- 
cial income and do not need lo work. 2.8 
per cent are disabled one way or another 
and cannot work. 1 .8 per cent arc retired 
persons. 3.8 per cent are other cases. Thus, 
the number representing people seeking 
employment makes only 7.7 per cem.” 

The article used the wrong approach to 
calculate the level of unemployment 
because it assumed that all the people who 
arc between the ages of 15 and 75 consti- 
tute the labour force, when in fact that is 
not the case. The labour force, according to 
basic economic principles and well-known 
definitions, consists of those that are 
between the ages of 1 5 and 75 who are able 
to work, available for work, and arc cither 
working or seeking employment. 


Additionally, in some countries, like the 
U.S.. the labour force does not include peo- 
ple who have not sought employment in 
the last month because this means that they 
do not want to work. 

What the article committed, in not estab- 
lishing the size of the labour force, was 
therefore a cardinal sin. It expanded the 
labour force lo include all people and after 
deducting everything from this huge pool 
of people, the article came up with a mean- 
ingless number from an economist’s per- 
spective. 

Let us recalculate the unemployment rate 
for the numbers given in the article and in 
accordance with the basic principles. 1 will 
assume, since wc are dealing with percent- 
ages, and w’ithout a loss of generality, that 
there are 100 people between the ages of 
15 and 75: thus we can easily convert the 
percentages to absolute numbers. Deduct 
from this number 55.6 people which con- 
sists of: 17 students. 29.7 housewives. 0.5 
people who do not want to work because 
they have special incomes, 2.8 persons 
who are disabled and therefore cannot 
work, 1 .8 people who are retired, and lump 
all the other cases in 3.8 people. Thus die 
size of the labour force, accordinc to the 
definition, is 44.4 people. This “number 
consists of the people who are employed 
and unemployed. The article tells us that 
the number of people who are employed is 
36.8; therefore, by simply deducting the 
number from 44.4, the number of unem- 
ployed is 7.6 people. But this is not the 
unemployment rate, which is calculated bv 
dividing the number of the unemployed 
(7.6 people) by the labour force i44.4 peo- 
ple). Dividing 7.6 into 44.4. we obtain 17 . 1 
per cent, which is an unemployment rate 
that is closer to the official figures and 
even higher than those recently published. 
(Accurate economic data, according to a 
recent issue of The Economist magazine, is 
becoming a scarce commodity in the whole 
world). 

Thus the unemployment rate, when cal- 
culated according to well-established eco- 
nomic principles and using the exact same 
figures of the article, is 17.1 per cent and 
not 7.6 per cent as the article falselv 
claimed. I hope that this error will be noted 
and corrected. 


Yusuf Mansur, 
Amman. 



The murk 

of work 




By Ali Kassay 


The problem with die. 
social sciences is that 
they lend themselves so 
agreeably to controversy. 
Unlike natural sciences, 
there are no absolutes. 
As a result you end up 
with a vast array of theo- 
ries and interpretations 
| - that say the opposite of 
one another about .the 
same thing. You read ooe 
of these hypotheses and 
think that it makes sense. 
“At last.” you say to 
yourself: “now I have it 
in a nutshell, and I can 
move on to other things." 
This is where you make 
the mistake of your life 
because, in all probabili- 
ty. these other things will 
turn out to be opposing 
theories and interpreta- 
tions that make just as 
much sense, and they . 
take you back to square 
one. 
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I found myself in exact- 
ly this situation last 
week, as a result of an 
article I had written on 
the inadequacy of salaries 
in Jordan. My intention 
was to throw a different 
opinion on the widely cir- 
culated notion that labour 
in Jordan is good-value- 
for-money, which should 
attract foreign investors. 
The point I raised was 
based on a model devel- 
oped by Professor 
Michael Porter of the 
Harvard Business 

School, which states, 
among other things, that 
keeping costs of produc- 
tion low in order to sell 
cheap does not create 
prosperity liq. the-naaqiL, 
(OStead, according to- this 
model, producers should 
seek to sell competitively 
rather than cheap, even 
though it would mean a 
higher sale price due to ' 
higher costs of produc- 
tion. The last pan would 
include higher wages and 
salaries which would 
motivate personnel, and 
help create sophisticated 
demand. 

The first businessman 
to comment on these 
ideas challenged every 
one of them, and I feel 
obliged, in all honesty, to ? 
reflect his opinions. In 
particular, he dismissed 
the notion that Jordanian 
labour is cheap. Cost of 
labour, he maintained, 
should not be measured 
purely in terms of salaries 
and wages. Instead, it 
should be linked to pro- 
ductivity. by calculating 
the cost of labour per unit 
of output. 

According to him, most 
enterprises are over- 
staffed. Moreover, 
should someone attempt 
to trim down his staff 
level, he would be sub- 
jected to such virulent 
attacks by the tabloids. 
Parliament, and anyone 
else who stands to gain 
political mileage from the 
affair, that he would be 
compelled to reemploy 
the redundant staff along 
with many more of their 
cousins. Because of this 
separation between job 
security and productivity, 
on top of the absence of 
rewards for good service, 
complacency reigns 
unchallenged. This apa- 
thy translates itself in 
greater expenses, such as 
more rapid depreciation 
of buildings, plant and 
machinery due lo inade- - 
quate maintenance. Due 
to ali these factors, output 
per labourer in Jordan, he 
calculated, sinks to 
roughly one percent of 
that in Germany, for 
instance. Therefore, he 
concluded, unless the 
German worker is paid 
more than eighty times as 
much as his Jordanian 
counterpart, he remains 
better value for money. ^ 
Look, this is too con- * 
fusing. I just want some- 
one to teD me authorita- 
tively whether our labour 
js cheap or expensive and 
i do not care how he 
works it out. 
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American Muslim organisations forge understandings 


By Joanne L. Nix 


WASHINGTON — In the 
United Stales today iherc 
are more than ’ l,fXJO 
mosque, of which more 
ihan three-fourths have 
opened since 1980, and an 
estimated 5 to 6 million 
Muslims who make up the 
second Jargesr religious 
community in the country. 
Through immigration, 
births and conversions, 
Islam is one of the fastest- 
growing religions in the 
United States. The increas- 
ing numbers of Muslims 
make them an emerging 
voice in cities and towns 
across the country. 

When it comes to under- 
standing the role of Islam in 
moulding the lives, identity, 
values and moral sense of 
its adherents, most Ameri- 
cans are still relatively 
unfamiliar with Muslim 
beliefs and culture and 
many Muslims find them- 
selves explaining their diet, 
dress and other religious 
requirements to teachers 
and employers. 

But thanks to a growing 
number of inter-religious 
organisations emerging 


throughout the United 
States. American non-Mus- 
lims have discovered lhat 
the rewards lor religious 
understanding can be great. 
In cases when committed 
Muslims and concerned 
non-Muslims have come 
together to confront issues 
and explore idea.*., percep- 
tions have changed, preju- 
dices have been eradicated 
and new ties have been cre- 
ated in the community. 

Individuals such as First 
Lady Hillary Clinton have 
led the way by acknowledg- 
ing Muslim religious and 
cultural holidays and cele- 
brating them with Muslim 
Americans. Others, such as 
William Cardinal H. Keel- 
er. former president of the 
National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, have 
been instrumental in forg- 
ing lies between Christian 
and Muslims. 

American colleges are in 
the forefront of inter-reli- 
gions exchange. Once such 
facility, the Centre for Mus- 
lim-Christian Understand- 
ing. is located on the cam- 
pus of Washington's 
Georgetown University. 

In the spring of 1 995. reli- 


gious scholars and die pub- 
lic gathered at Georgetown 
to mark the formal dedica- 
tion of a new wing to house 
the centre’s offices. 

John L. Esposito, the cen- 
tre's director and professor 
of Religious and 
International Affairs at 
Georgetown, is a long-time 
advocate of Muslim-Christ- 
ian understanding. “We 
have differences and we 
have similarities. Under- 
standing does not require 
conversion, but knowledge 
and respect of others." he 
says. He describes the cen- 
tre as a place for scholars in 
the Washington, D.C.. area 
and abroad to "discuss, 
debate and disagree as well 
as find points to agree 
upon." 

Founded in 1993, the 
Centre lor Musiim-Chrixl- 
ian Understanding invites 
religious scholars and the 
public to study Mu.siim- 
Chrisiian relations through 
seminars and meetings with 
representatives of the two 
religions and members 
from other religious groups. 
The programme also fea- 
tures teaching and research 
at the undergraduate and 


graduate levels and public 
affairs activities. 

Islamic centres in the U.S. 
are lucated throughout the 
country in a variety of cities 
such us Nashville, Ten- 
nessee: Raleigh, North Car- 
olina; Columbus, Georgia; 
Biloxi, Mississippi; Tampa, 
Florida, and Washington. 
D.C., where their sponsors 
arc familiar with business 
and social activities in the 
community. Local Islamic 
centres and Masajid offer 
weekend schools, Arabic 
training, introductory 
courses in Islam, lectures 
;ind social events open to 
all. 

In areas with small Mus- 
lim populations, these insti- 
tutions offer Friday prayers 
and at least one of the daily 
prayers. They are often the 
only place where Muslims 
and the general public can 
obtain Koran*. films, litera- 
ture, audio tapes and video 
tapes about Islam. 

Nationally known Mus- 
lim organisations have been 
formed by American Mus- 
lims to serve the interests of 
both newly arrived and 
long-time residents of this 
country. The American 


Muslim Council, a non- 
profit socio-politicul organ- 
isation established in 1990, 
is the leading national polit- 
ical organisation of the 
Mu&lim community in 
America. Its national lead- 
ership includes Muslim 
community leaders from 
across the United States and 
reflects the vast array of 
races and ethnic groups that 
make up the nation’s Mus- 
lim community. 

Last year, the council 
sponsored the first-ever 
iftar (breaking of the doily 
fast} dinner celebration on 
Capitol Hill for members of 
the U.S. Congress, repre- 
sentatives from government 
agencies, the Clinton 
administration and Muslim. 
Christian and Jewish lead- 
ers from the local commu- 
nity and from across the 
nation. 

They also coordinated the 
first Bid AI Fitr reception 
hosied by First Lady 
Hillary Rodham Clinton 
ever held at the White 
House for approximately 
one hundred Muslims from 
around the country and 
their families. 

Abdul Rahman Al Amou- 


di, executive director of the 
American Muslim Council 
explains: "It is our firm 
belief that the best way to 
counter false and maligning 
information about Ameri- 
can Muslims is to take up a 

constructive role as pro- 
active participants in the 
American political process. 
By taking responsibility for 
our own political advocacy, 
Muslims are exercising one 
of their basic obligations as 
participants in American 
democracy.” 

Another newly formed 
non-political religious and 
educational institution, the 
American Muslim Founda- 
tion, founded in the state of 
Washington is growing 
thanks to sponsorship by 
Muslims throughout the 
country. Its aim is to aid 
newly arrived Muslim resi- 
dents so they will be able to 
preserve their religious 
identity. It serves American 
Muslims of all races, 
national origins, or reli- 
gious schools of thought. 

In 1981, the Centre for 
Judaic Studies of the Uni- 
versity of Denver. Col- 
orado, formed the Institute 
for Islamic-Judaic Studies. 


Members of this association 
include scholars from all 
o\er the world with inter- 
ests in various aspects of 
Islamic-Judaic studies such 
as Islamic-Jewish relations 
and Jewish life under Islam. 

Participants from Denver 
University and leading 
members of the Islamic and 
Jewish communities in 
Denver — and around the 
country — have sponsored 
and participated in its activ- 
ities. The institute's confer- 
ences have attracted nation- 
al and international atten- 
tion resulting in articles and 
opinion pieces in the New 
York Times, the Washing- 
ton Post, Al Majalla (Lon- 
don) and Yediot Aharonoi 
l Tel Aviv). 

Representative of groups 
at the local level is the Al 
Hewar Centre, located in 
the Washington, D.C.. area. 
It was established in 
December J994 by Al 
Hewar magazine and spon- 
sors a wide range of intra- 
Arab events in Arabic and 
English among Arabs of all 
backgrounds. The centre 
sponsors cultural pro- 
gramme and advances 
understanding and coopera- 


tive relationships by pro- 
moting seminars among 
scholars, diplomats, busi- 
nessmen and members of 
the media. 

These are just a few of the 
many groups in the United 
States which foster educa- 
tional programmes and dia- 
logue with non-Muslims 
and promote lobbying 
efforts on issues important 
to the American Muslim 
communities'. 

Many of these Muslim 
organisations now have 
computer home pages. 
Anyone with an interest in 
Islam or questions about 
Muslim practices can go on 
line and visit web sites or 
Internet mailing lists on 
Islam. 

Some publish periodic- 
news releases about major 
Arab holidays and cultural 
events, produce position 
papers, action alerts and 
textbooks on religion and 
Arabic and provide Korans 
to individuals and organisa- 
tions upon request. 

United States Information 
Agency 
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Ties based on values 


(Continued from page 12 ) 

all external aid to Jordan, 
while the combined aid- 
from European Union (EU) 
countries as well as the EU 
as a body itself was worth 
S951 million, or 44 per 
cent; U.S. assistance during 
the same period accounted 
for 1 1 per cent (S236 mil- 
lion). 

In 1995, Japan’s assis- 
tance to Jordan totalled 
$422 million, including 
$215 million in balance of 
payment support in addi- 
tion to $152 million in 
rescheduled debts. ’ 

•Japan has provided funds 
worth SI 67 million so far in 
the Japanese fiscal year 
1996 (April 1996 to March 
1997) and further assis- 
tance is being discussed. 

Japan also maintains a 
‘•grass-roots" development 
programme in Jordan under 
which it extends direct aid 
to individuals for deserving 
small-size projects. 

On the political from. 
Ambassador Kimura con- 
ceded lhat his country 
could not do much in con- 
crete terms to advance the 
Middle East peace process, 
but. he said, Tokyo was 
involved in behind-the- 
scene contacts to convince 
Israel to meet the require- 
ments of peace with the 


Arabs. 

Japan does not extend any 
financial assistance to 
Israel, and, as such, it is not 
in a position to use aid as 
leverage with the Jewish 
state, he pointed out. At the 
same lime, Japanese lead- 
ers have used every oppor- 
tunity to convey to the 
Israelis that Japanese- 
Israeli business ties could 
suffer if the peace process 
remains stalemated, said 
the ambassador. 

Israel is one of the few 
countries which enjoy a 
trade surplus with Japan. 
Israeli exports to Japan 
were worth $1.2 billion in 
1995 compared with Japan- 
ese expons to the Jewish 
state worth $700 million. 

"We have expressed our 
view .to Israel that it is very 
important to speedily 
implement the agreements 
it has signed" with the 
Palestinians, said Mr. 
Kimura. 

The ambassador also 
referred to Japan's active 
participation in the multi- 
lateral working groups on 
the environment, tourism 
and water resources and 
noted that projects like 
marine pollution control 
and a new regional tourism 
body were the result of the 
work of these groups. 


OSCE summit ends with agreement 

proved that the OSCE dis- 
cussed matters of sub- 
stance. "This is not a static 
organisation, it is an alive 
institution." he told the 
joint press conference. 

Monday’s U.S. -Russian 
tension over NATO expan- 
sion into Eastern Europe 
came despite agreement to 
revise a cold war-era arms 
limitation treaty as 
demanded by Moscow. 

In one of the most con- 
crete achievements of the 
summit, it agreed to review 
the 1990 treaty on Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe 
(CFEj, signed between 16 
NATO states and 14 mem- 
bers of the ex- Warsaw Pact. 

The summit was also 
marked bv condemnation 
of Belarus President 
Alexander Lukashenko 
over a disputed referen- 
dum. 

The OSCE “reaffirmed 
the widely shared convic- 
tion that the referendum of 
Nov. 24 was conducted in 

contradiction with the con- 
stitutional procedures and 
be considered as 


(Continued from page I) 

because the OSCE requires 
unanimity, the dispute jeop- 
ardised the overall accord. 

At the last minute the 
United States proposed a 
procedural measure to 
bypass the problem. The 
offending clause on Lhe 
Nagorno-Karabakh dispute 
was removed and read out 
separately by OSCE Chair- 
man Cotti. 

The last OSCE summit in 
Budapest two years ago 
collapsed in chaos after 
delegates failed to agree on 
a resolution on war-ravaged 
Bosnia-Herzegovina, in 
particular because of Russ- 
ian disagreement. . 

Mr. Cotti said the agree- 
ment on Nagorno- 

Karabakh was a “convinc- 
ing solution" to the threat- 
ened blockage. 

“A certain suspense 

remained until the end of 
the summit, but I think we 
have found a convincing 
solution." he told a press 
conference immediately 
after the closing ceremony. 

Portuguese Foreign Min- 
ister Jaime Gama said it 


cannot 
legitimate,’ 
mem. 


said a state- 


‘British ignorant about Gulf 

ABU-DHABI (AFP) — British schools need to 
lessons on the history of Gulf Arab states because * I* 
pie are ignorant about that region, British Minuter o 
for Foreign Affairs Jeremy Hanley said on Tuesday. 

“There is a great deal of ignorance still in the UK ^ about 
the nature of Gulf states... about the 
instance,” Mr. Hanley told the official Emirates news 

need to help our people. P^ ul ^>' 
young people, here In the U.K. to leant more about the 

Gulf. 


Jordan stresses need to bring 'old Mideast into new world' 


(Continued from page 1) 

paign against Islamophobia 
(fear of Islam) and. above 
all, to restore the human 
dimension in the conduct of 
Middle Eastern politics. 

"In order to ensure 
regional stability, 

international idiom and 
international standards 

must be applied to the field 
of security and cooperation. 
There is a growing consen- 
sus on the need for consul- 
tative mechanisms, loosely 
based on successful 
international models such 
as CSCE. This would help 
to institutionalise open dia- 
logue,- and develop a sense 
of corporate identity, which 
in turn will help to deal 
with die root causes of con- 
flict before it arises," Prince 
Hassan said. 

"Clearly, we need a 
broader definition of secu- 
rity, covering not only mili- 
tary factors, but the politi- 
cal, economic and human 
dimensions. Such a defini- 
tion must encompass 
absolutes such as the water, 
energy and environment 
cluster. The objective is 


therefore not an exclusive 
alliance aimed at some 
common threat, but an 
inclusive grouping aimed at 
reducing tensions and cre- 
ating norms of reconcilia- 
tion." he stressed. 

"... In the field of cul- 
ture... and despite a long 
history of cultural and reli- 
gious tolerance, the people 
of the Middle East have 
spent most of this century 
in psychological as well as 
physical fortresses. 1 am 
sorry to say that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict has distorted 
perceptions of each other's 
cultures, resulting in fear, 
ignorance and hatred, .y/e 
therefore feef thpt a process 
of inter-faith and inter-cul- 
tural dialogue is absolutely 
vital. We need to demystify 
and de-demonise each other 
if mental and emotional 
barriers are to come down. 

"While we in Jordan 
have joined the campaign 
against anti-Semitism, we 
hope our Jewish counter- 
parts will join the campaign 
to stave off Islamophobia, 
or fear of Islam. Unless we 
mount joint effort, as we 
successfully did in Bosnia- 


Herzegovina, one day we 
will encounter an anti-Mid- 
dle Eastern bias/' 

Mohammad Sacirbey, 
Bosnia's envoy to the U.N. 
who attended yesterday's 
conference session as a 
panelist, lauded a joint 
effort made by Jordan and 
Israel last year to help his 
then war-tom country, say- 
ing it was an example to 
follow' in international poli- 
tics and resolution of con- 
' fliers. 

“We need to restore the 
human dimension to the 
conduct of Middle East 
affairs, the Crown Prince 
said. "Behind all the head- 
lines and speeches that our 
region generates are the 
lives of ordinary human 
beings. If something does 
not contribute to their wel- 
fare, their productivity, then 
1 believe it must be reject- 
ed. For it is they, not gov- 
ernments or businesses, 
who hold the future of the 
region in their hands.” 

Crown Prince Hassan 
concluded his address to 
the conference, which this 
year has devoted a special 
session to Jordan as Lhe 


gateway to the Middle East 
and North Africa, by asking 
what the region's priorities 
should be in the years 
ahead. 

"The key would seem to 
be partnerships: partner- 
ships for peace, coopera- 
tion. development and 
security," he said. "For 
through dynamic partner- 
ships, we can bring 
international idiom and 
standards to the region, and 
therefore enable the region 
to play a dynamic part in 
the Global City. 

Partnerships between pri- 
vate and public sectors as 
well as between govern- 
ments; partnerships with 
international financial insti- 
tutions and regional and 
global bodies: these must 
be our priorities for the 
future. 1 would therefore 
invite you all to join with us 
in partnership, to build and 
to be pan of a truly new 
Middle East." 

Upon his arrival in Hol- 
land the Crown Prince had 
dinner with her Majesty 
Queen Beatrix and other 
royal family members. 


Israel to allow Jordanian trucks 


(Continud from page 1) 
the two countries, said Dr. 
Muasher. 

"We would be seeking to 
broaden the list of (tariff- free) 
products that Jordan can 
export to Israel and also to 
lower the (customs duties and 
other taxes) on other prod- 
ucts," he (old a weekly press 
briefing. 

The information minister 
said Jordan would also be dis- 
cussing aspects of an econom- 
ic cooperation agreement that 
Israel signed wilh the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation after 
lhe two sides entered lhe inier- 
im autonomy accords in Sep- 
tember 1993. 

Meanwhile, opposition is 
growing in Jordan against the 
Kingdom hosting an Israeli 
trade lair. While opposition 
parties and professional asso- 
ciations which oppose normal- 
isation of ties with Israel reject 
the idea altogether, business- 
men and trade associations say 
it is not the proper time for 
Israel to promote business in 


Jordan. 

In Parliament on Monday, 
opposition members called on 
the government to cancel the 
plan to host the Dec. 15-18 
trade fair at Maij Al Hammam 
on the outskirts of Amman. 
Several trade unions and two 
businessmen's associations 
also oppose the exhibition. 

Businessman Fakhri Nasser 
has resisted the calls for can- 
celling the event, arguing that 
it was purely commercial. 

He also argues that the event 
could advance the cause of 
peace pointing out (hat Israeli 
businessmen, many of whom 
are upset over (he policies of 
hardline Prime Minister 
Bcnyomin Netanyahu, could 
be persuaded lo lobby Mr. 
Neianyahu to change his poli- 
cies. Officials' point out lhat 
establishing trade between Jor- 
dan and Israel is pan of the 
agreements contained in the 
peace treaty between the two 
countries and that (he private 
sector was free to act on its 
own to develop such relations. 


Israeli premier shifts tack 


(Continued from page 1) 

release of Palestinian pris- 
oners, creation of “safe 
passage" corriders between 
autonomy areas in. the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and 
•the resumption of negotia- 
tions on a final settlement 
for the territories. 

At the Lisbon press con- 
ference, Mr. Netanyahu 
accused the Palestinians of 
stalling in the Hebron talks 
in "expectation that there 
would be an international 
pressure campaign 

launched at Israel” to force 
its hand in the talks. 

He said such pressure has 
come from the .Arab camp 
"without much success," 
but that Palestinian hopes 
that Europe and the Uniced 
Slates would join in have 
gone unanswered. 

Concerning a final peace 
settlement for the Palestin- 
ian territories, Mr. 
Netanyahu reiterated that 
his government would not 


yield to Palestinian 
demands for full sovereign- 
ty- 

“What we’re going to 
propose in this final settle- 
ment is a scheme which 
would balance the Pales- 
tinians' need for freedom 
and our need for security." 
he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu went on to 
compare the Palestinians to 
"ethnic minorities" seek- 
ing self-determination in 
Europe, saying he fell cer- 
tain European governments 
would also reject the grant- 
ing of sovereignty which 
included an independent 
army, control over airspace 
and water resources or the 
freedom to enter military 
pacts with third parties. 

"I think that the crucial 
test before us towards the 
close of the 20th century is 
fashioning a third way 
between subjugation and 
unbridled self-determina- 
tion," he said. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Assad meets Iranian minister 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Syrian President Hafez Al Assad 
on Tuesday met with Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayaii who is in Damascus for a three-dav visit, an official 
said. The meeting took place in the presence of Syria's For- 
eign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa and Iran's ambassador to 
Syria, Hassan Akhtari. Mr. Sharaa and Mr. Velayaii dis- 
cussed “developments in the regional situation and bilateral 
relations between the two friendly countries." (he official 
said. On his arrival on Monday. Mr. Velayaii said he was 
carrying a message from Iranian President Ali Akbar Hushe- 
mi Rafsanjani to the Syrian leader. Iran and Syria have had 
close relations since the start of the 1980s and Damascus 
was Tehran’s main ally during the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war. 
Mr. Velayaii last visited the Syrian capital in April when he 
took part in negotiations to conclude a ceasefire in South 
Lebanon between Israel and the pro-Iranian Hizbollah mili- 
tia. 

Iran calls for stronger ties with Moscow 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Iran’s economics and finance minis- 
ter, who is on an official visit to Russia, called Tuesday for 
a boost to bilateral cooperation, which has fallen off since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. The minister, 
Morteza Mohammad Khan, said Russia and Iran should 
seek to strengthen ties, particularly in the energy sector, Itar- 
Tass news agency reported. Mr. Mohammad Khan was here 
to attend the first meeting in five years of the Russian-Iran- 
ian economics commission. The Iranian minister said he 
believed that Russia and Iran could “soon form an alliance 
in the gas sector,” but did not give details. “Our country 1 
intends to reduce crude oil exports and to increase its deliv- i 
eries of oil products. In this area Russia could be our crucial I 
partner, and we are very interested in the transfer of Russian i 
technologies to Iran," he told Itar-Tass. 

Israeli officer arrested for drug smuggling 

TEL AVIV t AFP) — An Israeli military officer has been 
arrested for allegedly trying to smuggle 13 kilogrammes of 
heroin into Israel, the Jerusalem Post reported Tuesday. 
Major Salam Almiaial. 45. a member of Israel's minority 
bedouin community, was charged with receiving the drugs 
from contacts in Jordan, the newspaper said. Three other 
bedouins, who were not identified, were also arrested, it 
said. The Post said that Maj. AlmiataJ. who headed a unit of 
armoured vehicles in the south of the country, handed over 
the drugs over to his three bedouin accomplices at a military 
camp on Nov. 6. They were arrested by police, who had 
been tipped off to the transaction, and Maj. Almiaial was 
picked up soon after. 

Israeli official killed in car accident 

TEL AVTV (API — Jerusalem’s Israeli deputy mayor, 
Shmuel Meir. was killed Tuesday afternoon in a car acci- 
dent, the mayor’s office said. He was 42. Mr. Meir, an 
orthodox Jew and city council member from the Nation- 
al Religious Party, actively supported the strengthening 
of the Jewish presence in Arab East Jerusalem and 
strongly opposed Palestinian construction in the city. He 
was one of eight deputy mayors. Meir’s funeral was to be 
held Thursday night at the Mount of Olives. He is sur- 
vived by a wife and eight children. 


Africans discuss position as Egypt stands by Boutros Ghali 


UNITED NATIONS 
(AFP) — African repre- 
sentatives at the United 
Nations discussed candi- 
dates for U.N. chief on 
Tuesday as Egypt firmly 
stood by Boutros Ghali 
for a second term. 

Speaking after Egyptian 
authorities announced that 
Mr. G halt’s name would 
not be submitted to a sec- 
ond vote in the Security 
Council "at this stage,” . 
Egypt’s permanent repre- 
sentative to the United 
Nations strongly denied 
that his country was drop- 
ping its candidate. 

Solimon Awad. number 
two at the Egyptian mis- 
sion, told AFP that his 


country’s decision not to 
ut Mr. Ghali's name to a 
ecurity Council vote was 
“the best tactic for us to 
support our candidate.” 
he said that the 74-year 
Egyptian "should not be 
treated on the same foot- 
ing" as other candidates. 

Mr. Awad noted that Mr. 
Ghaii obtained a "land- 
slide” in favour of his can- 
didacy on Nov. 19, when 
the United Suites was 
alone amon« the 15 Secu- 
rity Council members to 
veto his candidacy. 

"When he will get 15 
voles, then we will put 
him up for another vote,” 
Mr. Awad said. 

African diplomats here 


agreed that Mr. Ghali was 
likely to remain on the 
sidelines while other 
“weak" candidates were 
the object of vetoes from 
one or more of the five 
permanent Security Coun- 
cil members with veto 
power — Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the 
United States. 

The U.N. African group 
was discussing fresh can- 
didates for the top U.N. 
post after Organisation of 
African Unity Chairman 
Paul Biya, the Cameroon 
president, called on 
African leaders to put for- 
ward new names to ensure 
that Africa retained a sec- 
ond five-year term as U.N. 


chief. 

But Mr. Biya said that 
the names should be sub- 
mitted alongside Mr. 
Ghali’s candidature. 

Mr. Ghali’s spokes- 
woman Sylvana Foa told 
AFP thar as of Tuesday the 
U.N. chief had no inten- 
tion of stepping aside. 

Italian diplomats, whose 
country currently holds 
the Security Council pres- 
idency, said that no 
African names had been 
submined directly to the 
council since Mr. Biya's 
letter lo African leader's on 
Friday. 

Several diplomats said 
they would not be sur- 
prised if some African 


names were proposed by 
the end of the week, but 
that serious candidates 
would be reluctant to pit 
themselves against Mr. 
Ghali while he remains in 
the running. 

Mr. Ghali’s current man- 
date expires on Dec. 31, 
and Washington insists 
that a new secretary-gen- 
eral will be in place on 
Jan. 1 . U.S. Ambassador 
Madeleine Albright has 
ruled out any compromise 
which wouid enable Mr. 
Ghali to remain in office. 

Mr. Biya’s move 
appeared aimed at break- 
ing the deadlock in the 
Security Council, which 
recommends Us choice of 


secretary-general to the 
U.N. General Assembly 
for election. 

.Among possible con- 
tenders from Africa are 
U.N. Under-Secretary- 
General for Peacekeeping 
Kofi Annan of Ghana, 
OAU Secretary-General 
Salim .Ahmed Salim of 
Tanzania, Ivory Coast 
Foreign Minister Amara 
Essy, Organisation of 
Islamic Conference Sec- 
retary-General Hamid Al 
Gabid of Niger and former 
Ugandan Foreign Minis- 
ter Olara Otunu. 
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Economic growth in Israel must 
benefit neighbours — Netanyahu 


SCHEVENINGEN, the 
Netherlands (AFP) — Eco- 
nomic growth in Israel 
must benefit Israel's neigh- 
bours, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu 
said on Tuesday, stressing 
a need for “cooperation 
and not domination." 

Mr. Netanyahu, speaking 
by video link from Lisbon, 
told a global panel confer- 
ence that “Israel has an 
enormous growth potential 
and I don't want this future 
for us alone but also for 
Palestinians. Jordanians 
and Egyptians." 

He said: “I'd like to see a 


flow of trade, knowledge, 
ideas from Israel to Its 
neighbours." 

He wanted to see "coop- 
eration and not domina- 
tion" 

Mr. Netanyahu said he 
expected per capita gross 
domestic product in Israel 
to “double in 10 years" and 
then foreign investments 
would grow considerably 
as many sectors of the 
economy were privatised 
and deregulated. 

So far this year such 
investment had increased 
by 30 per cent to $2 billion, 
he said. 


The Israeli economy had 
been successful for three 
reasons. These were an. 
exceptional concentration 
of high-powered brains, 
resulting in pan from a 
flow of immigrants from 
the former Soviet Union, a 
strong military- structure 
which pushed technology 
forward, and “the presence 
of scientific institutions 
with an international repu- 
tation.” 

Mr. Netanyahu said that 
he had a “strong commit- 
ment” to the Middle East 
peace process, saying that 
"we have made construc- 


tive propositions to solve 
the impasse on Hebron and 
we plan to resume negotia- 
tions with Syria." 

The road to peace 
remained strewn with 
obstacles but he saw “no 
future for Israel without 
peace”. 

He argued for the cre- 
ation of a permanent forum 
for dialogue between Israel 
and Palestine along the 
lines of the Organisatioo 
for Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (OSCE) for 
dialogue between East and 
West Europe. 


Obstacles stand in way of 
Lebanon-EU partnership accord 


BEIRUT (Agnecies) — A 
number of obstacles still 
stand in the wav of a part- 
nership accord between 
Lebanon and the European 
Union, a foreign ministry 
official said Tuesday. 

“There are still some lin- 
gering points which we 
discussed today" said the 
director general. Zafer 
Hassan. after talks with an 
EU team led by Tomas 
Dupla del Moral of the EU 
Department for the South- 
ern Mediterranean and 
Middle East 

Mr. Hassan said negotia- 
tions will continue with the 
EU for an economic, social 
and cultural partnership 
accord which both parties 
have been trying to reach 
since last year. 

The decision to draw up 
the accord came after the 
1995 Barcelona economic 
conference during which 
EU states decided to 
finance projects worth $6 
billion in Mediterranean 


countries. 

Last month, a visiting EU 
official said the partnership 
accord was due to be 
reached by the end of this 
year. 

“We cannot predict a spe- 
cific date for the signing of 
the accord as long as nego- 
tiations are underway,” Mr. 
Hassan said. Further nego- 
tiations will focus on agri- 
cultural and emigration 
issues as well as the ser- 
vices sector. 

The EU has signed four 
protocol accords with 
Lebanon since 1977 and 
provided more than $300 
million to help finance 
post-war reconstruction 
projects in Lebanon. 

Beirut's MEA workers to 

stage three-hour strike 

In another development, 
ground crews of Lebanon's 
national carrier Middle 
East Airlines (MEA) will 
on Thursday stage a three- 


hour strike to protest 
against the company's new 
medical insurance policy, 
the union of MEA employ- 
ees said on Tuesday. 

"The union decided to 
stage a three-hour warning 
strike on Thursday 
between 10 a.m. (0800 
GMT) and 1 p.m. (1100 
GMT)” the union repre- 
senting MEA's 3.200 
ground employees said in a 
statement. 

The stoppage will paral- 
yse air activity to and from 
Beirut airport and will 
delay four scheduled 
incoming MEA flights and 
one outgoing flight. 

The statement said the 
strike was ' to protest 
against handing over 
employees' medical insur- 
ance to a private company 
and demanded the continu- 
ation of the current policy 
of immediate • medical 
expense coverage by the 
company. 


EU approves $156 m aid for Algeria 


BRUSSELS (R) — The 
European Commission 
said on Tuesday it had 
approved 125 rail ion Euro- 
pean Currency Units ($156 
million) in aid to help eco- 
nomic reforms in Algeria. 

In a statement, the Euro- 
pean Union executive said 
it also planned to lend 
Algeria a further 100 mil- 


lion ECUs to help it cut its 
debt. 

“Algeria faces a major 
challenge.” the commis- 
sion said. 

“It has to transform its 
state-run. oil-dependent 
economy into one that is 
more diversified and 
depends more on the pri- 
vate sector." 


A commission 

spokesman said at a news 
briefing that the aid was 
not intended to bolster the 
current Algerian govern- 
ment, but was part of a sta- 
bilisation and reform pro- 
gramme started in conjunc- 
tion with the World Bank 
and International Monetary 
Fund. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Information 
5 Exhorted 
JO Retired 

14 Sacred wader 

15 Work reward 

16 Grotto 

17 Lawmen 

19 Cut kind 

20 Outer 

21 Porter's pen 
name 

23 Toe woe 

24 Felicity 

25 In any event 

28 Soprano Kirsten 

31 Massenet opera 

32 Lager head 

33 Pindar poem 

34 Top and high 
end 

35 Cube face 

36 Cut closely 

37 Carbohydrate 
suffix 

38 Borzoi 

39 Caribbean 
dance 

40 Cynically 
mocking 

42 Body binder 

43 Tasty 
44- Ad type 

45 “The Blue — " 
(Ladd film) 

47 Rustic 

51 Hurler Hershiser 

52 Engage is rowdy 
play 

54 Mythical swan 

55 Recipient 

56 Actress Talbot 

57 Highland youth 

58 Pol piece 

59 Cut 
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by Richard Thomas 


DOWN 

1 Monopoly pair 

2 where 
sweets 

compacted Ire” 
(Herbert) 

3 Shading 

4 Spears 

5 Supreme god of 
Greek myth 


6 Morocco's 
capital 

7 Porgy organ 

8 Legal ending 

9 Barren 

10 Entry 

1 1 Goes on tour 

1 2 At any time 

13 — eyed (naive) 
18 Aikman and 

Donohue 
22 Lohy 

24 Towheaded 

25 Dumas 
character 

26 — apso 

27 Turning points 
26 Cannes coin 

29 Baked brick 

30 Warehouse 
32 Vanable 

35 Daggers 

36 Disney output 

38 Arizona citizen 

39 Calendar page 
4i 1 980s soap 
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42 Turned in chips 

44 play the pomes 

45 Crib companion 

46 Vicinity 

47 Andean plateau 


46 Undo 

49 Piedmont wine 
center 

50 Vault 
53 — la la 


Morocco, 
Spain agree 
conversion 
of $50 
million debt 

RABAT (R.i — Morocco 
and Spain on Tuesday 
signed a deal to convert $50 
million of the debt Rabat 
owes Madrid into cash 
available for private invest- 
ments to attract Spanish 
investors to the North 
African country. 

The deal was signed in 
Rabat during a ceremony 
presided over jointly by 
Moroccan Finance Minister 
Mohamed Kabbaj and his 
Spanish counterpart Rodri- 
go Rato. 

“Today's signature is not 
for protocol purposes...lt is a 
commitment for dose coop- 
eration in future, for better 
integration of Morocco’s 
economy and its develop- 
ment.” Mr. Rato told 
reporters. 

. .Spanish companies which 
are interested in investment 
projects in Morocco “will 
totally or partly benefit from 
funds through the Spanish 
convened debt." the Spanish 
minister said. 

Moroccan officials said 
there were an estimated 500 
Spanish companies operat- 
ing in Morocco. 

Madrid is Morocco's sec- 
ond commercial partner — 
after France — with an esti- 
mated $1.0 billion a year, 
officials said. 

“Despite cooperation we 
did not reach the target set 
by our two governments, 
(but) Morocco and Spain are 
involved in several projects 
such as electridty intercon- 
nection and Maghreb 
Europe gas pipeline pro- 
jects." Mr. Kabbaj added. 


Greek government refuses to 
back down as strike worsens 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
Greece's Socialist govern- 
ment warned Tuesday that it 
will not abandon austerity 
measures, as farm workers 
stepped up strike action 
which has paralysed high- 
ways for six days. 

Fanners began their action 
on Thursday, the day before 
the Greek government 
unveiled its tough new bud- 
get aimed at enabling the 
country to qualify for the 
single European currency. 

On Tuesday, they blocked 
routes in 17 of the country's 
52 departments, while port 
workers also severely dis- 
rupted sea trade, especially 
in Piraeus near Athens. 

Farmers are continuing to 
call for a meeeting with 
Prime Minister Costas Simi- 
tis as a precondition to any 
negotiation. The premier is 


about to return from Lisbon, 
where he has been attending 
the summit of the Organisa- 
tion for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe. 

Government spokesman 
Yannis Nicolaou has stated 
that no meeting has been 
scheduled between the 
union leaders and the head 
of government 

‘“The government is not 
prepared to negotiate claims 
which would jeopardise its 
policy of economic conver- 
gence with its European 
partners,” Mr. Nicolaou 
said. 

According to the 
spokesman, “the govern- 
ment has demonstrated 
good will, understanding 
and a receptivity to dia- 
logue. It is now waiting for 
the other side to do the 
same.” 


Overnight, farmers reject- 
ed proposals from Agricul- 
ture Minister Stephanos 
Tzoumakas on freezing 
debts for two years. 

The minister also 
promised he would satisfy 
most of the cotton-produc- 
er's demands, which include 
raising the price of cotton. 

On Tuesday, farm workers 
set up road blocks in 17 
departments. 

The hard-core of the strike 
action is in the plain of 
Thessaly where cotton pro- 
ducers who began the 
protest movement have 
paralysed the region. 

In the north, access to 
Salonika is extremely diffi- 
cult and demonstrators were 
trying to block routes to the 
airport which are guarded 
by police. 
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Major Currencies & Cr»«s Rates 


Prices as : 
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US Dollar 

. 

1.5642 

0.6078 

1.3285 

113.59 

1.3482 

1536.90 

1.7552 

5.2874 

. DEMark . 

0.6393 

- 

0.3882 

0.8492 

7Z62 

.0.8617 

982.11 

1.1221 

3.3796 

GB Sicrlling 

1.6452 

2.5760 


2.1859 

187.04 

2.2181 

2530.51 

2.8899 

8.7057 

.CH Franc . 

0,7527 

117.82- 

0.4568 

-■ 

85.48 

1.0140 

1156.17. 

132.01 

3.9767 

JP Yen 

0.0088 

1.3759 

0.5339 

1.1685 

- 

1.1859 

13.52 

154.38 

4.6507 

'"ICA* dollar'- 1 ' 

0.7417 

1.1342 

0.4438 

0.9588 

i.19 

■ 

1124.34 

I-* 716 .! 

.3.8425 

IT Lira 

0.0007 

1.0166 

0.3948 

0.0864 

1355.01 

0.8764 

- 

1141 

34369 

V:'NLGdilUcr\ • 

0.5697 

'89.07' 

0.3458 

75.69 ' 

.64.68 

0.7677 

875.13 


3.0107*. 

FR Franc 

0.1891 

0.2957 

0.1148 

25.1229 

2147 

0.2549 

33.19 

33.1900 
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Energy 


Brent 

24.35 

24.40 

\VT«a» 

24.70; 

..24,65 

Bony 

24.35 

2440 

Dubai 

21.70 

'21315 ' 

ULCaj 

216.00 

216.00 


V 

SA Rival 

M lU-E.il 

tom 

0.2666 

st uurre 

mm 

0.4172 

ncies 

ESI 

0.16195 

0.35437 

30.315 

A£ Dirham 

0.2724 

042626 

0.16545 

0.36203 

30.9693 

KW Dinar 

3.3333 

5.21648 

2.02429 

443066 

378.931 

. BH Dinar 

0.3760 

4.16146 

1.61525 

3.53482 

302089 

CY Pound 

2.1136 

34048 

1.2831 

2.8081 

240.084 


Metal Prices.. . 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 








,'KJEH 



mm 

Goltl «?)__ I 

367.2 

367.7 



1 uiVJfUf irff VrJf* ■ 


*.* Silver (oz’s); J 

4.69 ' 

4.7.1 


USD 1 

547 

5.56 

5.59 j 

550 ! 

549 ; 

Platinum (tot's) 

370.2 

371 2 


GBP 

6.18 

6.12 

6.53 

640 

6.87 

' ALp-Mcmlfii) ' 

1525 

' 1526 


JPY 

0.23 

0.28 

0.34 ' 

0.32 

042 1 

CU (3 Months) 

2185 

2187 


DEM 

3.13 

3.08 

3.06 

3.10 

3.13 

Sue (3 Months) 

1061 ! . 

1062 


FRF 

3.32 

3.32 

3.32 

3.33 

3.34 

Lead (3 Months) 

685 

686 


CHF 

iio 

.1.97 

ZOO 

.147 

.1.98'. 


■ 6840 : 

.6850 


ITL 

7.29 

7.02 

6.79 

6.60 

'648 | 


Energy 


fsM.n.irjpiliy 


WBMUfflillffl 

Coffee (c/lb*) 

113.92 

Spm 

Cocoa (J/ton)' 

1400 

Spto 

Sugar fS/tnn) 

309.2 

Spol 

■ Wheat (S/ton) 

127 

Spot 

Soya (c/lhs) 

2144 

Spol 

% Tei» fug/kg). 

120 

Spot 

Barley (5/tuh) 

Z17 

Spin 

Rfcc (S/ton) 

470 

Spol 



US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Stc riling 

1.1868 

1.1927 

DE Mark 

04513 

0.4536 

CH Franc 

0.6313 

0.534 ' 

FR Franc 

0.1331 

0.1338 

JP Yen 

0.619 

0.6221 

NL Guilder 

0.4024 

04044 

IT Lira 

04602 

04625 


• Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 


Peanuts 


44 1 never really 
loved you /’she 
said. 


“Actually,! loved 
your dog more than 
I loved you.” 



“But/'she said,“that 
* was a Jon q time ago, 
| wasn’t it?” 

“Yes,” he 
said. “Four 
dogs ago.” 

1 


■ - 

maatki 


Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 4, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pierson, 
Astrologer, Carroll. 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) It's important 
today you pay more atten- 
tion to your home. Get the 
furniture in better order 
and add some art. Later 
this evening you can seek 
out the advice of fellow 
associates for you to com- 
plete any new projects. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) Be more thought- 
ful "today of others’ well- 
being when handling your 
correspondence, however 
not at your own expense. 
This evening can be spent 
with your loved ones at 
borne relaxing and 
recharging your batteries. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Go over your 
accounts today well before 
you complain to others 
about them. Build up your 
bank account for a rainy 
day and thereby you will 
have sufficient funds. 
Later this evening you can 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Your 
ideas today to gain your 
cherished desires may 1 be 
incorrect at first, however, 
later you use the right 
ones. Tonight will be good 
for you to consult with 
knowledgeable people and 
devise a good course of 
action. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) You don’t understand 
how to get rid of a concern 
today, however, it will 
work oul Show more 
thought and kindness for 
your loved ones and do 
some special activity 
which indicate that you 
truly do appreciate them 
being around. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Clarify 
your wishes in mentality 
today, so try not to criticise 
your friends and .accept 
them as they are’. Later this 
evening will fee good for 
you to seek out the advice 
of a bigwig and ask him or 
her for some good sugges- 
tions. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) A home affair 
today has to be handled 
before you go out to 
responsibilities in the busi 
ness world. Later this 
evening will be good for 
you to go out on the town 
with close friends and 
have a wonder time 
together. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Concen 
trate today on new inter- 
ests which can bring you 
greater progress in the 
days ahead. Tonight will 
be a good time for you to 
show that you do appreci- 
ate your loved ones, by 
doing something special 
for them. 

SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 2 1 > Analyse a situation 
today carefully where you 
mate is concerned and you 
can be romantically happi- 
er. Later this evening will 
he good for discussing 
with fellow associates 
your ideas yon how to 
make your career activi- 
ties better. 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) The 
situation concerning a 
close friend could upset 
you today, so make every 
effort to study all the 
angles involved with all 
career activities. Study a 
public affair well before 
you take any action to 
determine its validity. 
AQUARIUS; (January 21 
to February 19) Take care 
you do not leave important 
duties undone today, or 
you could lose out where 
it counts most. This 
evening can be spent with 
your loved ones at home 
and just relax for the pres- 
sures of business activities 
,n the days ahead. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) You may find it 
difficult today to enjoy 
yourself until evening 
comc.s, so get busy at the 
practical during the day- 
time. Tonight will be good 
ror you to meet with i 
knowledgeable people and 
determine the best course 
of action to take. 

Birthstone of December: 

Turquoise — Zircon. 
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Iran, Russia agree to form 
Caspian oil company 


DUBAI (R) — Iran and 
Russia have agreed to set 
up a company to look for 
oil in the Caspian Sen. the 
official Iranian news 
agency IRNA said on Tues- 
day. 

The agreement was 
reached during economic 
cooperation talks in 
Moscow lace on Monday 
between Iran's Minister of 
Economic Affairs Morieza 
Mohammadkhan and Fuel 
and Energy Minister Pyotr 
Rodionov. 

It was the joint economic 


committee’s First meeting 
since the collapse of the 
Soviet Union in 1491. 

The two countries agreed 
to set up a company for 
joint exploration and 
exploitation of oil and min- 
eral resources around the 
Caspian during a trilateral 
meeting with Turkmenistan 
last month. Russia said 
Kazakhstan and Azerbaijan 
were also welcome to join. 

The Caspian Sea, eighth 
in the world in terms of dis- 
covered oil reserves, was 
divided between the Soviet 



Anti-monopoly draft law finalised 


** THE MINISTRY of Industry and Trade has conclud- 
ed drafting a law banning monopoly and encouraging 
competition. The draft law aims to prevent economic 
alliances aiming to monopolise commodities and hiking 
their prices. The law is pun of a host of economic laws 
which Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kubariti's govern- 
ment announced it will introduce tu liberalise the econ- 
omy. 

Representatives of the private sector voiced approval of 
the draft law, but expressed some reservations regarding 
articles on fines and other administrative procedures. 
These representatives are currently studying the draft 
law and will present their comments and proposals to 
the ministry’ before the draft is approved by the Council 
of Ministers and refened to Parliament. 

The Council of Ministers will, meanwhile, discuss 
another draft law on the Free Zones Corporation. The 
draft regulates the relationship between the Free Zones 
Corporation and die Customs Department. It gives for- 
eign investors the right to establish projects in free 
zones as well as industrial zones for export purposes. 
(AI Ra T i) 

Eight Jordanian banks have 
branches in Palestine 

Eight Jordanian banks have 42 branches in various parts 
of the Paleiiman self-rule areas, a study by the Housing 
Bank's Research Centre said. The study said there are 
four Palestinian banks operating in the self-rule areas, 
which have only 19 branches. Seven more national 
banks will start operations in the areas soon after they 
were granted initial approval, it said. According to the 
study, there are two Egyptian banks which have four 
branches in the Palestinian areas, one foreign bank with 
one branch, two branches for Israeli banks and a repre- 
sentation office for Lhe British Bank of the Middle East, 
f AI Aswaq) 

Private sector to own 67 . 1 % 

A report by the Investment Encouragement Corporation 
expects the percentage of private sector investments to 
the total number of investments to rise from 61.1 per 
cent in 1993 to 67. 1 per cent in 1 997. The report said the 
volume of investments for the period 1993-97 stands at 
JD 5,242 million, of which 1,874 are held by the public 
sector, equalling 35.8 per cent of the total, and JD 3,368 
million held by the private sector, equalling 64.2 per 
cent of the total, f AI Aswaq) 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergep 



“Vitamin B comes from bread, 
vitamin C comes from citrus, 
vitamin H comes from hugs, H 
vitamin K comes from kisses.” 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
* by Hwiri Arnold and MIX* Afflirlwl J 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter lo each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


1 SIN 

IBO J 


I 

t 

n 

n 

n 

□ 

□ 

HMtWu* UftU Stem, mt 


Qj 

INGTS 


1 


j ■> 


HOGUNE 


nz 

1 

rT^ 

l .A-* 


TEETIP 




□ 

□ 


□ 



Answmr hen : 


Now arrange the dieted tate* to 
form the surprise answer^as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 

axmtxnxD 

* (Answers tomorrow) 


'testa may's 


. , cvPEL RANCH JETSAM TANGLE 
Wh8l a developing aclress wants to roach - 
THE NEXT STAGE 


Union and Iran first in 1921 
and again in 1940. 

But since the break-up of 
the Soviet Union and the 
birth of three new states — 
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan 
and Turkmenistan — along 
the Caspian shores, the sea 
has become the subject of 
an intense diplomatic and 
legal battle over its 
immense reserves of oil and 
gas. 

The committee also dis- 
cussed ways to boost trade 
links, IRNA said. Bilateral 
trade dropped from $1.4 
billion in 1991 to 5200 mil- 
lion in 1995 before rising to 
$350 million this year, 

Russia is helping Iran to 
build a SI billion nuclear 
power plant at bushehr. 


Iraq buys food with $70 million 
unfrozen assets — Jordanian traders 


By Suleiman Al Khalidi 

Reuter 

AMMAN — Iraq has 
unfrozen 576 million worth 
of funds in a deal arranged 
, by on Austrian firm in 
exchange for substantial 
commodities purchases. 
Jordanian traders said on 
Tuesday. 

Jordanian traders 

involved with the deal said 
it was coordinated by Vien- 
na-based finance firm FJ. 
Eisner company and had 
enabled Iraq to clinch one 
of its largest commodity 
purchases since U.N. sanc- 
tions were imposed on 
Baghdad for its invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990. 


The deal includes supply- 
ing Iraq with 160,000- 

1 80.000 tonnes of U.K. and 
Argentine wheat, around 

75.000 tonnes of Brazilian 
sugar, and one 33.000 
tonnes cargo of Vietnamese 
rice. Shipments are for 
November, December, and 
January for all the cargo. 

Iraq insisted on its only 
sea outlet Umm Qasr Port, 
which can handle up to 

30.000 tonnes of cargo per 
vessel, for offloading the 
cargo rather than Jordan's 
more developed Aqaba 
Port, which is also closer to 
European and South Amer- 
ican markets, traders said. 

Traders stud the recently 
concluded deal involved the 


Austrian firm playing a key 
role in "putting in place the 
mechanism” of unblocking 
around $70 million of 
frozen Iraqi assets in Euro- 
pean accounts in exchange 
for the commodities. 

Traders said payment 
terms were 30 days from 
date of shipment’ of the 
cargo. 

One Jordanian trader said 
the prices Iraq paid to 
Eisner had a considerable 
margin, with wheal pur- 
chases a high S224.5 per 
tonne and sugar around 
S425 per tonne. 

Four 20,000 tonne cargos 
each of wheat arrived last 
month in Umm Qasr and 
one of the six sugar cargoes 


was already offloading, 
traders said. * 

Eisner initialled the deal 
' with grain traders Glencore 
and Toepfer. who are both 
supplying 70,000 tonnes 
and 90,000 tonnes each of 
wheat respectively along 
with the six 13,000 tonnes 
cargo each of Brazilian 
sugar and the Vietnamese 
rice. 

The purchases are in addi- 
tion to a S 12 million proto- 
col deal recently negotiated 
between Pakistan and Iraq. 
Iraq originally tendered for 

30.000 Tonnes of Pakistani 
rice but actually bought 

45.000 tonnes under the 
protocol at S245 per tonne, 
traders saw 


Iraq meets most of its 
needs for rice, estimated at 
about one million tonnes a 
year, Through imports from 
either Pakistan, Vietnam 
and Thailand. 

Iraq's Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
left Jordan on Monday 
heading to Vietnam to reach 
deals for large quantities of 
rice under old debt settle- 
ment payment terms, 
traders said. 

Some Jordanian agents of 
international grains suppli- 
ers have long-standing 
trade ties with Iraqi grains 
purchasing bodies and have 
begun positioning them- 
selves for the coming oil- 
for-food deal. 


JD 44.6 m Hyatt 
Hotel contract signed 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Amman Tourism Invest- 
ment Company Tuesday 
awarded Saudi Contractor 
Bin Ladin Tareneo firm a 
JD 44.640,866 contract for 
the construction of the 
Grand Hyatt Hotel- 
Amman and Zara Trade 
Centre (south). 

The agreement was 
signed by the Amman 
Tourism Investment Com- 
pany Board Chairman 
Khalil Talhouni and Mr. Al 
Mouiaz Al Suwaf on 
behalf of the contractor 

The hotel, to be complet- 
ed in May 1998, will have 
297 standard guest rooms 
and 15 suites with a num- 
ber of restaurants and 
meeung rooms together 
with indoor and outdoor 
swimming pool and a fully 
equipped fitness centre. 

Beneath the hotel there 


will be four basements 
with extensive under- 
ground car parking. 

The Zara centre which 
will be completed in July 
1998 will be managed by 
the Hyatt Hotel and will 
contain 44 apartments of 
one to four bedrooms. 

The complex will also 
contain an exhibition area 
in excess of 5,000 square 
metres in area and a large 
auditprium. 

Under the agreement, the 
Hyatt International Corpo- 
ration will operate the 
Hotel for a period of 15 
years. 

The Holding Company 
for the group, Zara Invest- 
ment (holding) company 
was established in 1994 
with a JD 15 million capi- 
tal. increased Jater to JD 
4Q mjlljpn.i 


Taipei to host Taiwan-Israel 
economic conference 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan and 
Israel, which do not recog- 
nise each other, will hold a 
conference in Taipei to 
boost economic and tech- 
nological cooperation, a 
Taiwan official said on 
Tuesday. 

“This is the second such 
conference between Tai- 
wan and Israel. The first 
conference was held in Tel 
Aviv and it was quite a 
success," the official said. 

The Israeli delegation is 
led by Yehoshua Gleitman, 
director general of the 
ministry of industry and 
trade. 

The sides would discuss 
trade, investment, and 
technology cooperation 
during the meeting, the 


official said. 

The China Times news- 
paper said Israel hoped to 
explore possible coopera- 
tion in the areas of aero- 
space, defence and bio- 
chemical technology. 

Israel established diplo- 
matic ties with Beijing in 
1992 after decades of 
estrangement linked to 
China’s pro- Arab policies. 

Israel nonetheless has 
strong economic ties with 
Taiwan, which Beijing has 
regarded as a renegade 
province since a civil war 
split them in 1949. Israel 
has never recognised Tai- 
wan's exiled republic of 
China government. 


JH-QylAKI FINASCIAL MARKET 





ho vs INC 9A!."f :z:.:z 

ASW.N 

“ 1 in! 

I 







-1 

VI - ■ - 

■ ■‘C 







okasite:. 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

list 

TJSECA r 

13. 


>s ; 


PAST IS 

KOS7HS 

COMPANY ■ 5 :;A“E 

P F 3 : V . 

sc . 

-:g. Of 

VALVL 

CT-LT. 

CLOSE C 

l^i • 

h:ch 

LCfcf 



D- 

7 SANS. 

SHARES 

TRAEiD 

: :l 

p?:o. 


259.&00 S 

06.000 

ARAB 3ATIK 

J C - 7 

15 

440 


56.53 


s, • _ 

3.eoD 

2 .500 

baj:k. a? Jordan 

:d.£ :.j: 

i 

400 

V - 8C 

2.95 

; 


:.:so 

.&?:> 

KIO.TASr INV.SK. 

. I - 

4C 

2202C 



1 .■'•j 


J.1C0 

2.120 

. INDUSTRIAL 3EV.3K. 

5 , J r . 

■ t ; 

::-oc- 

2 "* r i ' 

2.16 

- . 1 i 


5.25C 

4.250 

THE HOwS'SG 6K. 

ij. & 

5 

.571 

<i JS 

; . -f 

-.72 

. - ; - 

3.C-JO 

2.440 

JOR. KUWAIT SANK 

I E . 1 1' - _ . 

V 

S4J 

2 2 C-7 

2.49 


. * ' t 

1.200 

.060 

JOS. GULF BANK 

6.2 e . 7 J 

47 

?625J 

1C0663 

1 - v! 

' z 


<.:eo 

3.360 

JCA. ISLAMIC BANK 

It . i * . : : 

" 

26?7 

20054 

3.73 



S 3. ISC 

1.403 

UNION BK.SAV.INV. 

? : . 

- b 

4705 

6936 

2 . 

I 


3-300 

3 . 000 

jop . :kv. f:k. sank 

19.1’ - - - - 

2 

150 

531 

3.3o 

3.56 


1.S90 

; .ooc 

?h:ia=e*_.:xv.bk. 

g 

? 

6900 

7o4 J 

1 . 29 


. c: - 

BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 1S6 

20 CHG: -0.29 

155 

15076’ 

302 7jj 




0. 910 

1.930 

jo ft FRENCH :r:sup. 

5.4 20.4: 


4'50 

5057 

:.9o 

1.92 

. 02 - 

2.400 

1.950 

APAS LIFE I SS’Jf. 

7.4 :.n 

- 

1600 

2 2 r . r . 

: . 


. :o- 

INSUR.VJCL SECTOR TOTALS ISDEX: 11? 

45 1 CHG ; -C.27 

12 

5*b0 

11257 




1.900 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PKR. 

12.4 6.7: 

::i 

’.69740 

341696 

’. .76 

1.79 

.Cl- 

1.560 

1.210 

I RBI 3 ELECTRICITY 

9.6 

2 

1250 

1035 

:.45 


■ C3- 

6.050 

4.200 

ARAD INTL. HOTELS 

26.2 2.79 

B 

: 7do 

7C26 

4.50 

4.6C 

. - 

1.960 

1.080 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

? J.LL 

212 

noses 

144094 

:.:s 

:.3i 

. ?c. ■ 

1.260 

.590 

JORDAN 2 STL. TRAD. 

32.2 I.25 

■% 

1250 

75a 

. *• 1 

.63 


+ .600 

.610 

MACH . EQP . RENT . KAlN. 

o o.c: 

l 

500 

J4r 

. 6 : 

■ ie 

. :-3 

2.300 

1.550 

:::c. east hotels 

it. 5 J.2C 

2 

-50 

12 CO 

1 - 6 S 

:. 6 ? 

.25 

3.720 

3.13C 

A?A3 INTL . XKV . EDUC . 

24.: 5.56 

3 

1330 

it-: 

3 - 

t.-.-j 

• f • 

1.27C 

.963 

LAR>J\. EDUCATION 

g :.o: 

; 

1053 

IPo; 

_ _ r ; ■* 

1 . :.'f 

. 1 

2.430 

.t.oSQ 

UNIFIED CO. 

9.5 s.:2 

25 

7600 

14767 _ 

:. a: 

1 . 0 J 

. 1 '- 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 114.43 -CKC: -0.54 

268 

316645 

51 9040 




1.260 

1.040 

ATTAN0EEB 

q C.CC 

2 

1050 

1092 

1.04 

1.04 


3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CSKSNT FACT- 

20.0 2 .S- 

33 

23700 

02074 

3.4Z 

3.49 

■ C 6 - 

3.650 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

33.9 0.02 

2 

400 

1260 

3.0S 

3.15 

. 10 - 

S.96C 

4.700 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

27.6 3.45 

7 

6100 

35380 

5. tO 

5.30 

- 

1O.5S0 

0.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

9.4 6.5? 

15 

2916 

272 74 

9.30 

9.33 

. 02 - 

1.590 

1.150 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

58.2 0.00 

3 

600 

776 

1.29 

! . 

. 02 - 

3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AG R. 

29.7 o.c: 

2 1 

4950 

10927 

2.10 

2.21 

. 1 ! 1 

0.150 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED HILLS 

9.D 3.55 


400 

2620 

7.00 

7.05 

.-25- 

4.070 

3.040 

ARAB PKAP-M. KANT. 

19.9 5.52 

52 

25630 

92625 

3.45 

3.62 

.17- 

2.400 

1.570 

JOR. PIPES MRSFCT. 

8.9 7.45 

5 

2 ISO 

3460 

1.60 

. - L. 6 L - 

. 01 - _ 

8.000 

4. 250' 

DAR ALDAkA OV.ISV. 

13.7 3.99 

■ • 59 

41260 

206076 

4.55 

5.0: 

- 16* _ 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. INC. 

6.7 • • 6.57 

■ ■ i 

300 

1D5C 

3.40 

•3-^50-.- 

. 10 - ; 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK. & POULTRY - 

q C.D3 

63 

109750 

65939 

.62 

.62 

.02- 

1.500 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER C0KV.7RD. 

3.1 0.70 

7 

2807 

3434 

1.10 

1.19 

.01* 

1.090 

.540 

NATIONAL £NDS. 

9.2 9.69 

25 

42200 

26164 

.59 

.62 

. 02 - 

1.840 

.930 

I NTEP-MED . PETRO . CHEM . 

g 0.CC 

57 

49550 

55026 

1.07 

1.11 

.04- 

1.150 

.780 

JOR. ROCKWOOL IN3S. 

P 0.20 

1 

ISO 

128 

.81 

.25 

.04 

3.550 

2.280 

U.NIV.CHEK.INDS. 

72.7 0.ZC 


7 50 

2056 

2.74 

2.75 

.c: * 

4.250 

2.130 

NATL. CABLE WIRE.MFAC 

14.7 0.00 

12 

1400 

3360 

2.30 

2.43 

. 1 . * 

i-cAML 

^670 

JOR. SULPHO-CHEM 

a 0.00 

1- 

50 

30 

.72 

.76 

.0 

INDUSTRIAL. SECTOR TOTALS INDEX:. *15 

25 >CHG: -2.43 

612 

544070 

926401 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX : 153. 

63 ■'CHG: -C.7S 

10 70 

1018032 

1759400 






PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICE 

LIST FOR 

TDSEDAY 

03/12/1996 


' 


.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

22.5 O.DO 

-t 

1000 

560 

■ 54 


ni p 

. 000 

.510 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.9 C.CO 

14 

750C 

4200 

. S3 




.440 

NATL ■ COKMER . CENTERS 

e a. or- 

14 

9 700 

5529 

.54 



N 1 . 500 

1.050 

2APA FOR INVESTMENT 

27.7 0.C-D 

3 

3030C 

42000 

1.40 




.700 

UNION IW. 50* 

70.8 0.03 

25 

105550 

260* 

.71 




.370 

ARAB FIN . lirsZSZ- 

9 0 .55 

4 

3650 

1643 

.43 




.690 

AL-DAWLIYAH 75* 

15.6 2.00 

9 

5125 

3302 




.640 

.340 

JOR. IKSS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 C . 20 

10 

17900 

7132 

.33 


. 02 * 

. B60 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

E 0.30 

6 

2250 

1495 




1 • 700 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

E 0.00 

5 

3300 

4685 

1.37 





ARAB 1NTL.ISV.TRD. 

g 0.30 

27 

35753 

10075 

.50 




■ 520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 O.co 

n 

2 1 70C- 

6903 






NATL. MULT . ENG . NAM I CO 

E 0.00 

6 

52000 

25480 


-a 




NAY ZAK DIES K MOULDS 

E C.CO 

6 

19900 

9093 





.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS . 

P 0.JD 

0 

2233 

1112 





1.020 

UNION TOBACCO ?5.‘ 

E 0.00 

j 

1150 

969 






RAZI PHAPM. 65= 

E 0.03 

21 

34150 

9240 




■ 830 


ILT3S. ENG. 

27.7 C.T3 

16 

26550 

12120 






INDS. CERAMIC 

E C.CO 

:e 

20250 






.530 

KID. EAST COMPLEX 

6-3 C.0C 

37 

77450 

54605 

.69 

• 71 

.02- 

GRAND TOTAL 




240 

47150a 

250256 




+ : New 12 

monthH 

lou 


- 
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Stock divMMi dufiT.t; cho p*ot monthn 
Lioteri during the pjac ir oontho 
Pi’E ctcio is 100 or more 
Negative P/E 

® Brn “ n 9 lo loco or Ii/ft for mo meat recent year 



J ordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketplace 


DA J ANI 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle, Amman 
Aiso in Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisanl, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms In Al Rabla 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
. Fax: 810520 / 


STUDIO HAIG 

Profession*] Quality in 

1 Hour Service 

Develop your' colour film at 
our shop and jev- 

• JUMBO phmtm 
MX 


• Free mnimrgm- 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmduni-*. Opp. Griodlayi 
Bank. Phone: 6D4042 
Swcficb id: 823891 


-CLEANING SERVICES 
H0ME.0FFTCFS. 
PUBLIC PLACES 

-MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
HEATING SYSTEMS* 
PLUMBING 

■FOR RENT: 

Pc IT XL Ml L'. SAN it 
FLATS 'H'RM'HEDi; 
lATlRVb.HilD 


■mmm&.r' 


T^L829S82-82988j 


SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
I GASTRONOMY I 
"NcvT" C o^Season 
| Rates.. Fax 8630511 



a E AL C* TATE 


lj€[2\ 


V 





FOR 
r RENT 

I _ Deluxe ViHas 



Deluxe ViHas 
T- 

Appanmerus 
in Amman 


For details please cell 

Tel . 864230 

Fax. 864231 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




CfCWM MOTEL 


- INDOOfl HE HIED 
SWIMMING POOLj 

- 5R1MF, JRCIfZZl 
0 MASSAGE 

■ FITNESS BOOM 
TCNNIS"& SWASH, 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RADIO 8 TU STATION RD.l 




FOR RENT 

deluxe villas and 
apartments 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


I FF :f>9<)369 
FAX : 704414 


HappqOaqsr 

P&tt&Aetfc .. 

Sa*jU 4 SdUuU (tyi 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
lOAJd- FA.M 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 

Uxmn UthaixkA 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 


^FpRYOMR.j 

I Advertisement 

llfilL ln 

mmmm 



PIZZA GRANDE. 

The Heal Italia $ Taste 

Csoursnct pizifl . ; 

We use ijr very best £%rt£s$s . 

^ Try the only s 
STUFFED PIZZA 

3- In Tom (CHugo Stylo) 

-> PAN PIZZA ^ 
>■ (Turn erTNckCMt) T3 
T* FTAUAN SANDWICHES 

tosetrtf. «*!*&. 

i 

11c briwr Tnne* By Ha ttiJa tnmet \ 

AMlftl - AM (Jfo ' 
Supsnttna V « 
Tel. 688 471 Ext 32 " 
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Sports 
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UEFA CHIP 
Hamburg face difficult 
test against Monaco 


LONDON ( R) — Hamburg 
face by far the toughest task 
of the three German clubs in 
tuesday’s UEFA Cup third 
round with a three-goal 
deficit to overturn at home 
to Monaco. 

Their job has hardly been 
made easier by the suspen- 
sion of midfielder Markus 
Schupp although they will 
at least have taken heart 
from their spirited draw at 
Bundesliga champions 
Borussia Dortmund on 
Friday. 

Monaco, who have never 
reached the quarter- finals, 
are still adopting a cautious 
approach. "We must tackle 
this tie just as if we were 
level at 0-0. The Germans 
will be seeking revenge.'* 
said Monaco^ President 
jean-Louis Campora. 

Injuiy has robbed Monaco 
of three players. Enzo Scifo. 
Eric Di Meco and 
Emmanuel Petit, and they 
will also be without sus- 
pended Svlvain Legwinski. 
Swiss striker Marco Grassi 
and Belgian defender 
Philippe Leonard have both 
recovered from injuries and 
will he available. 

German supporters will 
more realistically be look- 
ing to Karlsruhe and 
Schalke to continue nation- 
u! hopes. 

K jr’. ruhe look to be in a 
■:o:rf« rvH. position after 
their ;-l awa> win at brond- 
b> in the first leg. although 
they will be without the 
inspiration of the creative 
i ho mas h'aessler who has a 


broken ankle. 

Schalke have to ovetum a 
2- 1 away defeat against 
club Brugge and will be 
without suspended mid- 
fielder Andreas Mueller. 
But the Belgian champions 
will be without leading 
striker Robert Spehar who 
is suspended and Belgium 
defender Dirk Medved who 
has a viral infection. 

France's other UEFA Cup 
representatives Metz kept 
their hopes alive with a late 
equaliser at home to 
Newcastle in the first leg 
but still face an uphill task 
against the side lying sec- 
ond in the English League. 

They will also face the 
threat of Alan Shearer who 
has scored in every home 
league match he has played 
for Newcastle since his 
world record 15 million 
pounds ($25 million) trans- 
fer from Blackburn. 

“We are telling ourselves 
that there’s no logic in the 
game and we are ready to 
score an upset,” said Metz 
striker Robert Pires. 

But it will be difficult for 
the visitors who are deplet- 
ed by injuries. Three key 
players. Pascal Pierre. 
Philippe Gaillot and 
Stephane Adam, are out 
while midfielder Cyril 
Serredszum is doubtful. 

Feyenoord and 

Anderiecht will each fancy 
their chances of reaching 
the last eight after goalless 
first leg draws against 
Tenerife and Helsingboig 
respectively. 


Feyenoord, second in the 
Dutch league, have few 
injury worries, with only 
Jean Paul Van Gastel out 
with a broken leg. 

The Spanish side have 
slipped in their domestic 
league after a fine start and 
are now 13th after 
Saturday’s 2-1 defeat at 
home by Rayo Vallecano. 

Anderiecht. who have 
slipped to eighth in the 
Belgian First Division, their 
lowest in 26 years, hope to 
restore some pride by earn- 
ing a place in the quarterfi- 
nals at the expense of their 
Swedish opponents. 

Valencia take a 3- 1 advan- 
tage into their second leg 
match at Besiktas of Turkey 
but have serious injury 
problems. Defenders Javi 
Navarro and Francisco 
Camarasa and midfielder 
Antonio Poyatos are all out 
bur midfielder Fernando 
Gomez and defenders Ivan 
Campos and Jorge Otero 
have recovered and are 
probable starters. 

Besiktas coach Rasim 
Kara blamed the three goals 
conceded in the first leg to 
“basic mistakes in defence.” 

Top scorer Ertugrul 
Saglam was injured in the 
first leg against Valencia 
and has not played since but 
Kara said he hoped to 
include him in the line-up. 

Internazionaie look to 
have the easiest task of the 
night when they visit 
Boavista of Portugal with a 
5-1 advantage. 




During a fund-raising gala For victims of AIDS, four tennis stars, (L to R) Yannick 
Noah. Martina Hingis, Monica Seles and Jimmy Connors pose in front of the 
SIDAide foundation's poster before an exhibition match (Reuters photo) 


Liverpool 
outshine 
Spurs 
to join 
Arsenal 
on top 


LONDON (R) — 

! Liverpool pulled level with 
1 arsenal at the top of the 
English Premier League 
Monday by comprehen- 
sively beating Tottenham 
2-0 at White Hart Lane 
with goals on either side of 
halftime from Michael 
Thomas and Steve 
McManaman. 

Tottenham, reeling from 
the humiliation of losing 6- 
1 to first division Bolton in 
the League Cup last week, 
and down after losing to 
arch-rivals Arsenal in the 
league eight days ago. 
showed plenty of spirit and 
determination but were 
never able to master the 
visitors. 

Liverpool played with far 
more creativity and team- 
work and. with more luck, 
could easily have had five. 

The victory took 
Liverpool onto 31 points 
from 15 matches, the same 
total as Arsenal. But the 
gunners, who went top 
after beating Newcastle on 
Saturday, remain in first 
place because of their supe- 
rior goal difference. 

While Liverpool 

deserved their victory at an 
away ground where they 
have not lost for the last 
four seasons, they had the 
better of all the luck that 
was going in the early 
stages. 

McManaman, the game's 
outstanding player, enjoyed 
the lion's share of it when 
his speculative low shot 
from the edge of the box 
, four minutes into the second 
half hit a bump on the pitch 
and bounced over goalkeep- j 
er Ian Walker who looked set I 
to make a routine save. That 
was the turning point and 
Tottenham were rarely in the 
hum after that. 

But there was no luck 
about Thomas’ opener. The 
former Arsenal player scored 
on the stroke of halftime 
with a superbly placed 
angled shot which Walker 
could only get a despairing 
hand lo. 

Tottenham had a goal dis- 
allowed midway through the 
second half when Sol 
Campbell appeared to score 
but was adjudged to have 
fouled Liverpool goalkeeper 
David James. 


Mavs beat Magic in OT; 


THE BEAUJOLA1S CELEBRATION 


American Women of amman 

'jg CHRISTMAS CHARUY 
BAZAAR 

f FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6,1996 

AMMAN MARRIOTT HOTEL i 
11 AM TO 4 P M 


AT FORTE GRAND AMMAN 


L 


m 


Evetv >ojr on the 


Taybeh Company For Tourist Investments 

BUSTAMI TOURISM 

Christmas trip to the Holy Lands 
Haifa, Acre, Nazareth, Tiberias, 
Bethlehem, Jerusalem 

Three days - two nights 24-26/12/1996 
JD 180 per person in a double bedroom covering: 
visa fees, stay in three - star deluxe hotel with 
breakfast and internal transportation. 

We open Fridays from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. 
vyeek days we open until* 8 p.m. 

Last date for registration is December 7 , 1996 
( in order to obtain visas) 

For more information and reservations call 

Tel: 830761 


Jrd Thuiviay of the mcruJi nf November. 

France cetetwiir* the Jrttvjl of 
— Scao)ol>fe Nouveau. an old French 
Iradiuon oncrfnannR frrqn a place 
where (astronomy » a teal an 
The Andalusia Restaurant 
ar Feme Grand Amman takes pnde in 
offering you a selection of specialities 
from the Bea<j|olais region. 
A mperta 1 la c ar t e menu presented 
to you. and entertain mem by 
Accordionist Msnhleu Pallas 
fle«ti In directly from Paris. 
Starting November 28 ih 
through December 5th '94 
from Tpra onwards 

For reservations call (96)11 ext 6045 . 


FORTE . i 
CRAIjD 
in Ayr KLM 


ORLANDO (R) — Oliver 
Miller was the unlikely hero 
who led the Dallas 
Mavericks to a 108-102 
ovetime victory over the 
Orlando Magic Monday. 

Miller, on his fourth team 
in five years and best- 
known for his weight, had 
just four points before tak- 
ing a pass from Jason Kidd 
and dunking at the buzzer to 
tie the game at 94-94. 

Then* in OT, he scored 
seven straight Dallas points 
and had two blocks as the 
Mavericks opened a 103-98 
lead with 30 seconds to go. 

Miller had a season-high 
13 points on 6-of-6 shoot- 
ing, Chris Gatling had 25 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Kidd handed out a season- 
high IS assists for Dallas, 
which snapped a six-game 
road losing streak. 

The Mavs won on the road 
for the first time since open- 
ing night at Denver and for 
just the second time in nine 
visits to Orlando. “Any win 
on the road is special for 
us.” said Dallas guard Jim 
Jackson, who scored 17 
points. 

Rony Seikaly scored 26 
points. Gerald Wilkins 
added 25 and Derek strong 
18 and 12 rebounds — all 
season highs — for the 
Magic, who dropped to 5-4 
at home. Orlando was 37-4 
at home last season. 

“This was a very bad loss 
for us tonight,” Orlando 
coach Brian Hill said. “I 
thought we had the game 
won. and unfortunately we 
didn't play with any poise 
or composure down the 
stretch. 

The Magic, who already 
are without All-Star guard 
Penny Hardaway and out- 
side threat Dennis Scott, 
lost guard Nick Anderson 
with a sprained right wrist 
less than seven minutes into 
the game. Although X-rays 
were negative, he had a soft 
cast placed on the wrist. 

The Magic led throughout 
the fourth quarter but 
Darrell Armstrong’s airball 
created a 24-second viola- 
tion. giving Dallas the ball 
with 3.4 seconds to go. 

“When we had 3.4 sec- 
onds left. Jason got me the 
ball and I just went up as 
quick as I could.” the 280- 
pound (127 kg) Miller said. 
“When I dunked it. then I 
heard the buzzer and I was 
really happy.” 

“I just think we ran out of 
gas down the stretch,” 
Wilkins said. “I think we 
allowed Miller to get off in 
OT. He used his big body to 
get the handle underneath.” 

In Toronto. Damon 
Stoudamire fell just two 
rebounds shy of a triple- 
double as the Raptors 
cooled off the Houston 



Orlando Magic centre Rony Seikaly makes his move to the basket against Dallas 
Mavericks centre Eric Montross (L) and forward Chris Gatling (R) during first half 
action. Dallas defeated Orlando irv overtiipe 108-102 (Reuft'jcs photo) . . -- 

Rockets 100-89. handing 1993-94 season before split- NBAthis season. 

them their first road loss of ting its next two. “ft's tough to get motivat- 


Rockets 100-89. handing 
them their first road loss of 
the season. 

Stoudamire scored 27 
points. grabbed eight 
rebounds and handed out 1 1 
assists. All five Toronto 
starters scored in double 
figures. 

Charles Barkley scored 30 
points and pulled down 12 
boards and Clyde Drexler 
scored 21 points and had 10 
rebounds for Houston, 
which played without all- 
star centre Hakeem 
Olajuwon. Kevin Willis 
scored just five points in 25 
minutes in Olajuwon's 
place. 

The Rockets (15-2) fell to 
8-1 on the road and were 
denied the best start in fran- 
chise history. Houston won 
its first 15 games in the 


Olajuwon was hospital- 
ized for the second time in 
as many weeks on Sunday 
with a recurrence of atrial 
fibrillation. He did not 
make the trip to Toronto. 

“It's always going to be a 
difficult game playing with- 
out him (Olajuwon)." 
Rockets coach JRudy 
Tomjanovich said. “We've 
won some big games with- 
out Hakeem, we beat the 
Lakers.” 

Toronto also played short- 
handed as rookie forward 
Marcus Cambv sat out the 
game with a back sprain and 
forward Zan Tabak did not 
play due to a sore left heel. 
The Raptors had just 10 
players available and used 
seven, the lowest total in the 


“ft's tough to get motivat- 
ed against a bad team,” 
Barkley said. “Give them 
credit they played well 
tonight. Obviously, they’ve 
lost seven of eight so they 
haven't played welL but 
tonight they were pumped 
for a team that's been as hot 
as we have.” 

At Utah. John Stockton 
had 22 points and 16 assists 
and Bryon Russell keyed a 
decisive fourth-quarter run 
with a pair of three-pointers 
to lead the Jazz to their 1 1 th 
straight victory, 107-97 over 
the Charlotte Hornets. 

Karl Malone scored 20 
points and Russell finished 
with 12 for the Jazz, who 
have won eight in a row at 
home. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
ft TANNAH HlftSCH 
eia» Tneuw w*fta Smca, me 


PICTURE THE HOUSING 


East-West vulnerable. South 
doal*. 


NORTH 
A K J 10 7 
OA 752 
•? A J 
+ 64 3 

WEST 1 

*98643 4 

<3 J < 

-2 Q 7-4 3 2 < 

+ A9 4 

SOUTH 
+ AQ 
TK9863 
OKS 
+ J872 


EAST 
*62 
9 Q 104 
O 10966 
+ KQ10B 


Mas in nfmu, th t-j >- imii r* * i n»i 

C m lglU W l+ p i tP—U ft trvir, n must r»- 

Ww w( »hib ■TginSBtgBiS'lgB S p i iiim h uu 

IxllMBiH iMpn , U Onrr nw»CnMli nM» 


The bidding; 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
IT Pam 17 Pw» 

4? P«M Pm* Pass 

Opening loud: Four of * 

To defend successfully, you must 
be oblc la visualize a hand partner 
must have if the contract is going to 
be defeated, then act on that 
assumption. This hand, illustrates 
the point. 

North-South were playings jump 
raise of opener's suit as o gone 
font:. With a minimum opening bid. 
South hud no ambitions beyond 
fnur hearts. 

Had West led the ace of clubs. 


this hand would never have seen 
the light of day. But West chase lo 
lead o spade, and declarer had a 
lighting chanca for the contract. 
The opening salvo was won in the 
closed bond with the ace and the 
dcc and king of trump* were 
cashed. Declarer was only mildly 
disappointed to discover there was 
Jt trump loser. The queen of spades 
was overtaken with the king and; 
when East ru/Ted the jack of spades 
continuation, the hand was at the 
crosornndft. 

East worked nut that, if declarer 
Held the ace of clubs, the defense 
had no chance — declarer wns 
assured of three spade tricks, five 
heart* »or four and four had East 
elected not to ruff the spade) and 
the two minor-suit aces. The only 
hope wus for three club tricks, so 
dubs bnd to bo attacked at once 
and West hnd to hold the nee. 

Having renebod that conclusion, 
the knee-jerk reaction might have 
bean to shift to Uic king of clubs. 
That would have enabled the con- 
tract to succeed. Whether or not 
West overtook East's king with the 
ace, two club tricks worn all the 
dufenders could get. East did not let 
declarer off (he hook. Instead of an 
honor. East carefully shifted to the 
six of dubs, and the defenders had 
no trouble reeling in three club 
tricks for a on o- trick seL 


Sony unveils digital power 
production in Jordan 

AT A press conference held on Monday, Sony Broadcast 
and Professional - Middle East and their distributor in 

Jordan, Zaki A. Ghul, unveiled Digital Power Production a 

revolutionary and unique all-digital, totally integrated 
production system for the professional market. The 
system is being launched in Jordan this week at a major 
roadshow comprising full presentations and hands-on 
demonstrations. 

This complete line-up of digital equipment — a complete 

represents a quantum leap forward in 
corporate video production. 

Speaking at the press conference. Robert Sherman, 
Senior Manager. Sales & Marketing. Professional 

Eau%d SO sLv r0a %T and Pr0 ^»nal - Middle 

wL SS^SSLSnS! mB 3 unique vision ‘° the 

This is not about a format introduction . Rather we're 
launching a totally integrated, fully digital video production 

system which gives the market what it needs hioh 

performance . easy-to-use, cost-effective s%Hms This 

?^™Z e *, h3ve —“s 

The Sony Corporation employs close to 140 nnn ruannia 

TomdulttV^ 

If® Products and services. In 1995. Sony was ranked ac 
one of the world's top three most resn«^«w f ■ 3S 
survey among senior corporal eScult fT 3 
Magazine, in March 1S96 a Hard! Pen ',1 F ?? U „ n J, 

b'ran% 9ave “* “"W ,he one positonof*! 


CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PH1LRDELPHIR 


TWISTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30. 10:30 


PRMELfl ANDERSON. ..in 

BARB WIRE 


CINEMA 


TEL* 699238 


JINEMA 


TEL 677420 


PLRZR 


CONCORD 


SEAN CONNERY.Jn INDEPENDENCE DAY 


THE ROCK 

(IN DOLBY STEREO) 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


(IN DOLBY STEREO) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:15,10:45 


Rohan fled ford & Michelle Pfeifer ... In 

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 I 


Rmmoun Theatre & Cinema ' 

. TEL 618274 - 618275 

Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubeishat 

play starts 8:30 p.m 


f Nabu & H'sham’s Theatre > 

^ TEL 625155 j 

presents 

THE SATIRICAL COMEDY 

Arab Human Rights 
at 8:30 p.m. 

r/iesfre ts closed Friday. Saturdays Sunday. 

For reservation please call 
625-1 55 - 640155 J 
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Atlanta Falcon running back Craig Heyward (centre) is stopped by the defense of 
the San Francisco 49ers Dedrick Dodge (33> and Tim McDonald (46) in the first 
quarter December 2 at the Georgia Dome. San Francisco routed Atlanta 34- JO 
(Reuters photoj 

49ers rout Falcons 34-10 


ATLANTA tR) — Steve 
Young ran for two scores 
and threw for another and 
Terry Kirby had the first 
LQQ-yard rushing effort for 
San Francisco in two years 
as the 49ers routed the 
Atlanta Falcons, 34-10. 

Young, who has been 
sharp since returning from 
a concussion nine days ago, 
completed 23-of-30 passes 
for 255 yards. Since return- 
ing from the injury he is 56- 
of-7l for 550 yards and has 
led the 49ers to a pair of 
conference victories. 

“I did not plan the run- 
ning game this way. It 
comes off the passing 
game,” said Young, who 
had touchdown runs of 26 
yards and 5 yards in rhe 
second quarter. 

“I got hit twice in three 
weeks. I’m fine now. I 
know i have to avoid the 
big hit." 

San Francisco (10-3) kept 
pace with the Freen Bay 
Packers for the best record 
in the NFC and remained 
one game ahead of the Car- 


olina Panthers, who visit 
San Francisco next week in 
a matchup that should 
determine the division title. 

"Well, that was a very 
important win for us to 
have, we can enjoy this for 
the flight home.” 49ers 
coach George Seifert. "We 
have a very tough game 
nexr week against Carolina, 
we’re facing a hell of a 
tough team in Carolina. As 
far as ronight’s game is 
concerned I thought for the 
most pan we executed on 
both sides of the ball and 
special teams.” 

"1 think we’re playing 
better, getting in our stride 
again.” Young said. 
“There’s still some frustra- 
tion in the red zone.” 

Kirby became the First 
49er to rush for 100 yards 
since Ricky Watters rushed 
For 105 yards against the 
New Orleans Saints on 
November 28, 1994. Kirby 
also caught a touchdown 
pass in the third quarter. 

Jerry Rice had eight 
catches fori78 yards, all in 


Hussein meet Faisali 
in upcoming 14th week 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — With the 
second leg of the Premier 
League soccer competi- 
tion reaching its halfway 
point, AJ Wihdat still have 
a narrow lead atop the 
standings with 30 points 
following their latest 2-0 
important win over Al 
Hussein. 

Al Ramtha, upset 3-1 by 
Kufrsoum last week, open 
the 1 4th week of the com- 
petition when they meet 
Al Qoqazi in Amman 
Wednesday. Going into 
the match, Al Ramtha are 
still second while Al 
Qoqazi are back in last 


place after their 1-1 draw 
with Al Ahli. 

Shabab Al Hussein who 
lost 4-1 to Al Jazireh last 
week dropped to eighth 
and will next play fifth 
placed Al Ahli Thursday. 

Three matches are 
scheduled for Friday with 
leaders Al Wihdat meeting 
Kufrsoum in Mafraq. Al 
Qadissieh who are now 
seventh meet last weeks 
biggest movers Al Jazireh 
in Amman. 

The third match might in 
lrbid is undoubtedly the 
most awaited as Al Hus- 
sein meet former champi- 
ons Al Faisali with both 
teams hoping a win will 
advance their standing. 


Schedule (ail matches start at 2:30 p.m.) 


Wed 4/12 
Thursday 5/1 2 
Friday 6/12 
Friday 6/12 
Friday 6/12 


Qoqazi -Ramtha Amman 
Shabab Al Hussein — Ahli Amman 
Kufrsoum — Wihdat Mafraq 
Qadissieh — Jazireh Amman 
Hussein — Faisali lrbid 


STANDINGS before 14th week 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

L 

GF 

QA 

Ets 

Wihdat 

13 

9 

3 

l 

26 

5 

30 

Faisali 

13 

8 

4 

I 

22 

9 

28 

Ramtha 

13 

6 

4 

3 

18 

12 


Hussein 

13 

5 

6 

■» 

19 

15 

21 

Ahli . 

13 

4 

7 

2 

23 

16 

19 

Jazireh 

13 

3 

4 

6 

9 

13 

13 

t 'I 

Qadissieh 13 

2 

6 

5 

16 

21 

12 
1 f\ 

S. Hussein 13 


4 

7 

13 

26 

10 

•1 

Kufrsoum 13 

! 

6 

6 

J! 

25 

9 

- Qoqazi 

13 

i 

4 

S 

11 

26 

7 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

blueberry 

Cafeteria and coffee shop 

has four vacancies for 4 hostesses with a 
minimum of two years experience. 
Applicants should be presentabl 
have a good knowledge of English. 

Please call Tel. 5515141 


the first half as the 49ers 
racked up 342 yards of 
offence en route to a 25-3 
lead. 

Bobby Hebert was 10-of- 
25 for 113 and two inter- 
ceptions for the Falcons, 
who have dropped five of 
their last six meetings with 
the 49crs. Atlanta fell to 2- 
11 and is tied with New 
Orleans for the worst 
record in the conference. 

“I’m very disappointed at 
how we played, we played 
awful on offence, about as 
bad as I've been around.” 
Falcons coach June Jones 
said. 

"When we had guys open 
we couldn't hit them, when 
we had the ball there, they 
couldn't catch them. We did 
everything that made us 
look’ bad, they kicked our 
butts with their defence. It 
was frustrating on national 
TV. Everybody seemed 
ready to play, we just flat 
didn’t get it done.” 


Sampras 
misses out 
on huge 
Christmas 
bonus 

MUNICH (R) — World 
number one Pete Sampras 
has decided against Hying 
to Munich to pick up one of 
the most lucrative Christ- 
mas bonuses in sport at this 
week's Grand Slam Cup. 

But his lute withdrawal, 
together with lellovv- 
Ainericuns_ Todd Martin 
and Michael Cliaug, will 
give Britain’s Tim Hen- 
man, Swede Thomas 
Enqvist and Swiss Jakob 
Hlasek a chance to cash in 
on their good form during 
the year. 

Sampras could have 
earned $250,000 just for 
turning up at the $6 million 
tournament which brings 
together the best perform- 
ers of the year from the 
four Grand Slams — Wim- 
bledon and die Australian. 
French and U.S. Opens. 

As U.S. Open champion. 
Sampras was guaranteed 
the bonus together with 
Australian Open champion 
Boris Becker, French Open 
winner Yevgeny Kafel- 
nikov and Wimbledon 
champion Richard Kra- 
jicek who arc all playing. 

Even if the American, 
who won a dramatic five- 
set final against Becker in 
last month’s ATP World 
Championship, had lost in 
the first round he would 
have walked away from the 
southern German city with 
the first-round loser’s 
cheque of $ 1 00.000. 

But officials said on Sun- 
day both Sampras and 
Chang were pulling oul of 
the event because of ankle 
problems while Martin had 
a long-standing elbow- 
injury. 


ACCURATE 


SWISS MADE 

The fine art of watchmaking is stunningly evident in this 
range of fine watches made m Switzerland. They combine 
traditional Swiss quality and distinctive, contemporary 
style to create watches that endure the passage of time 
with grace and elegance . 


.sapphire Crystal 

Various Dial Colours Available 

One Year international Warranty 


ACCUTIME LTD 

MMMCMM or IM .IKUWIt WUCHQ 
uf mia cam j»jm i him ua romim 
twaaiuM 

KLQU 33 Nil lugnnttji 

wum. oauraiwafek com 


International Center for Watches, Amman, Jordan 61 7229 



Jordan, makes its mark in World 
Championship horse show 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

ABDULFATTAH SALEM became the first Arab handler to 
achieve a placing in the World Championship horse show 
when Jordanian bred Scudsly was chosen one of the elite 
(op ten of the world at the championship held at the Salon 
Du Cheval in Paris, France. 

Scudsly, owned and bred by Al Khair Stud of Jordan, 
placed second in his class out of 14 other previous champi- 
ons before qualifying to the elite top ten. 

Following the show judges and officials congratulated 
Her Royal Highness Princess Alia and asked her to convey 
their admiration to Scud sly's breeders and their apprecia- 
tion of his being handled by a Jordanian at this very high 
level of competition. 

The world championships are only open to champion or 
reserve champions at major shows. Scudsly had been 
crowned supreme champion at the Arabian Horse Show 
which was held in Amman in September. 


In Paris Scudsly got 455 points out of 500. two points 
below the group winner, former world champion Taladdin 
of Germany. 

The senior male championship finally went to Khemali of 
Germany with the Australian born Sadik. second. 

The female champion was the grey Pearlie Mae from 
England with Padron’s Mist as reserve from France. Both 
these horses were bought as champions. 

Al Khair Stud is one of the only two breeders who won al 
this show with a horse bred by the owners. 

The junior male champion was G. Tamin of Qatar, with 
Koronec of Germany second. The junior female was 
Basara Saiyana from Germany with Amazon of the UK- 
second. 

The judges were: 

Barbie De Preaudaux of France. Col. Farouq El Abawi of 
Oman, Isabella Zawadska of Poland, Princess Theresa De 
Bourbon of Spain, Angela Angold of England, Douglas 
Dahmen of the U.S. and Hans Nabel of Germany. 


Japan aim to prove themselves ‘emperor of Asia’ 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The bitter rivalry between Japan 
and South Korea threatens to dominate the Asian Nations 
Football Cup which begins Wednesday. 

Both countries had bid for the right to become the first 
Asian country to host the World Cup in 2002, but before a 
vote could be taken earlier this year, FIFA President Joao 
Havelange announced that the two enemies would co-host 
football's biggest tournament. 

It was an amazing about-turn by Havelange, who had 
previously insisted that co-hosting would take place over 
his dead body. 

Last month Japanese officials admined that Havelange ’s 
dramatic ’volte face’ was forced upon him when his firm 
favourites, Japan, risked losing the vote. 

Although both sides agreed at a special meeting in Zurich 
last month that the 2002 World Cup final would be played 
in Tokyo, the key differences over financing have still to be 
agreed and a victory here would strengthen both sides bar- 
gaining positions. 

Japan come into the competition as defending champions 
and the first Asian nation to make the top 20 in the FIFA 
rankings. 

But they won the title on home territory and despite their 
FIFA position only South Korea have regularly qualified 
for the World Cup finals. 

Japan have had wins over Poland, Yugoslavia and Mexi- 
co in their buildup but South Korea, who had to qualify, 
have been equally impressive. 

The Koreans scored 17 goals in their three qualifying 
matches without conceding a single goal. They trounced 
Guam 9-0 before seeing off Taiwan 4-0 and then Vietnam, 
also 4-0. 

But previous Asian Cup winners Saudi Arabia, along with 
China, threaten to gatecrash the South Korea-Japan parry. 

China have been drawn in Group C with Japan. Uzbek- 
istan and Syria but with* the top two from each of the .three 
groups going through- Japan should be assurek^of rearttiftg- 
the quarterfinals. . ' . . Y J - ■ ■ ••• - 


South Korea in Group A, have the easier of the draw. 
Their group composes United Arab Emirates. Indonesia 
and Kuwait. 

But it is Group B that poses the biggest threat. Saudi Ara- 
bia, one of the favourites to reach at least the semifinals, 
must take on Iran, Iraq and Thailand. 

Although Thailand had problems qualifying, nearly going 
down to Singapore, they nevertheless won the Tiger Cup 
earlier this year. 

They also won the South East Asian Games in 1995. 

But the Group B joker is Iraq, playing in their first Asian 
Cup finals for 20 years. 

"Due to United Nations-imposed sanctions the gulf 
haven't seen much of our team. This tournament will give 
us an opportunity to display our impeccable talent,” warned 
Iraqi coach Yahya Alwan. 

To prepare for the tournament Iraq moved to Europe to 
train and even managed to defeat Italian Serie A side sam- 
pdoria 1-0. 

But Alwan will be without four of his senior players 
because of injury, including striker Ahmed Radi. 

However, the 39-year-old Alwan insists he has enough 
cover in his squad to make up for his absent stars. 

Host nation United Arab Emirates also took the European 
route to prepare for the Asian Cup finals and last March 
they won their -first international tournament when they 
beat South Korea, Morocco and drew with Egypt to lift the 
Emirates international tournament in Dubai. 

But organisers are hoping for a South Korea-Japan show- 
down. A clash between Asia’s two strongest football 
nations would only increase the prestige of the Asian Cup. 

Groups 

Group A (Abu Dhabi) 

UAE, Indonesia. Kuwait, South Korea. 

Group B (Dubai) 

Saudi Arabia, Iran, Iraq, Thailand 
; Groups (Al Ain •- 

Japan, China. Uzbekistan, Syria 


unicef 



The United Nations Children's Fund, with headquarters in New York and offices 
throughout the world, seeks qualified candidates for the following position: 


PROJECT OFFICER/HEALTH 

Duty Station: Middle East & North Africa 

Regional Office in Amman 

Purpose of the Post: 


Under the general supervision of the Regional Advisor, to develop, implement 
and monitor regional health strategies and activities pertaining to child survival 
and development, women's & youth's health and behaviour. 

Major Duties and Responsibilities Include: planning implementation and analysis 
of data related to UNICEF's goals for the 1990s; summarizing national reports to prepare 
regional summaries; Updating and developing regional matrices for major health 
functions; organize/assist in conferences, seminars, committees and undertake special 
research and analysis on health and related issues. 

Minimum Qualifications: 

Advanced University Degree in Health/Sociai Sciences/Community Medicine. 

Four to six years experience in the field of health, provision of care, child health or allied 
sciences. 

Fluency in English and Arabic with strong writing skills. 

Knowledge of French and statistical/epidemiological analytical skills desirable. 

Knowledge of computer management and applications in analytical programmes, and 
especially with uses of electronic networks for information sharing and advocacy. 

Ability to work in an international and multinational environment with organizational, 
communication and advocacy skills. 

Please send detailed resume, in English, quoting reference NO/96-01 to: 

Regional Operations Officer 
UNICEF Regional Office 
P.O.Box 811721, Amman 11181 — Jordan 

Qualified Jordanian candidates are encouraged to apply. Applications for this 
position must be received by 19 December 1996. Acknowledgement will 
only be sent to short-listed candidates under serious consideration. 

UNICEF is a smoke-free environment. 
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Israel says it will expand 
W. Bank, Gaza colonies 


to ‘acco mm odate growth’ 


Israel seized more than 50% of land since 1967 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

(Agencies) — Israel plans to 
expand Jewish settlements in 
die West Bank and Gaza 
Strip to accommodate popu- 
lation growth. Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu said in remarks 
broadcast Tuesday. 

Speaking to European 
leaders in Lisbon. Portugal. 
Mr. Netanyahu dismissed 
Palestinian claims that he 
was seeking to expand set- 
tlements considerably to 
block the creation of a 
Palestinian state. 

"Our settlement policy... 
does not fundamentally 
change the situation on the 
ground as they are trying to 
say.” Mr. Netanyahu said in 
remarks broadcast on Israel 
army radio. 

"There is natural growth 
of settlements as we always 
said there would be.” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

He spoke a day after he 
approved the construction of 
474 new homes in the West 
Bank’s Jordan Valley. About 
145,000 Jewish settlers live 
in the West Bank and Gaza, 
amid 2 million Palestinians. 

Israeli peace activists said 
Tuesday that Mr. Netanyahu 
‘s government has already 
approved the construction of 
thousands of new homes in 
settlements — far beyond 
What would be needed to 
accommodate natural 

growth. The government 
reportedly is also planning to 
restore subsidies and tax 
breaks for settlers in an 
attempt to lure more Israelis 
to the West Bank and Gaza. 

The Arab League warned 
this week that Israel’s settle- 
ment policy could halt the 
peace process and 
Palestinian minister Imad 
Falouji on Tuesday called 
the settlements *'a buried 
inine which one day will 
explode the region.” 

Israel army radio quoted 
Mr. Netanyahu as telling 
European leaders that he 
promised in the May elec- 
tion campaign that he would 
boost settlement construc- 


tion. and that he did not 
intend to let down those who 
voted for him. Mr. 
Netanyahu said construction 
starts " had been delayed 
largely because of budget 
problems. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy said Tuesday the gov- 
ernment was not establish- 
ing new settlements and only 
planned to do the "mini- 
mum necessary" to keep up 
with population growth in 
the Jewish settlements. 

In a related development, 
the daily Yediot AJironot 
reported Tuesday that Jews 
living abroad had raised S40 
million in the past three 
months to buy land and Arab 
properties in and around the 
West Bank town of Hebron, 
in East Jerusalem, the Golan 
Heights and die Naqab 
desert. 

The fund-raising was 
being done with the knowl- 
edge, or sometimes even the 
encou&gement of govern- 
ment agencies. 

A Yediot survey has found 
that hundreds of properties 
have already been bought 
from Palestinian owners in 
Hebron and East Jerusalem. 

Talks of a Hebron troop 
pullback have raised proper- 
ty prices in Hebron, espe- 
cially next to the five Jewish 
enclaves. Prices for apart- 
ments next to settler com- 
pounds have reached $1 mil- 
lion. the newspaper said. 

The acquisition campaign 
is also targeting property 
held by Druze in the Golan 
Heights and lands in the 
northern Naqab region 
south of Hebron, it said. 

Yediot Ahamot said the 
purchases are carried out 
discretely via Palestinian 
lawyers and that monies are 
transferred through special 
associations and funds to 
avoid political interference. 

But the newspaper said 
some government officials, 
including the ultra-orthodox 
deputy housing minister, 
Meir Porush, were aware of 
and supported the campaign. 
The purchasers, mostly 


Sheikh Zayed reelected 
as president of UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
on Tuesday reelected its 
long-serving president for 
another five-year term, end- 
ing speculation about an 
imminent power change in 
tiie oil producer. 

. Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
AI Nahayan, 79. was reelect- 
ed at a late night meeting on 
Monday by his partners in 
the Federal Supreme Council 
(FSC), the highest decision- 
making body in the 25 -year- 
old federation. 

“His selection again 
.quashed all rumours that 
have spread recently about a 
change in the leadership.” 

■ Western diplomat said. 

“The rumours were rife 
during the president's three- 
. month absence and his neck 

■ surgery in the United States. 
Some had expected him to 
abdicate." 

Sheikh Zayed became 
president of the UAE when it 
was created in 1971 from the 
merger of seven sheikhdoms 
known as the Trucial States 
under British rule. 

He is considered the archi- 
tect of the federation, .which 
was announced a day after 
Britain ended its colonial 
presence on December i of 
that year. 

The Gulf Arab leader had 
to spend more than two years 
shuttling between the 
Emirates to persuade their 
leaders to unite. 

His promise they would 
continue to enjoy autonomy 
within their areas and the vast 
oil wealth that gushed our in 
his own emirate brought 
them together. 

Sheikh Zayed is also ruler 
of Abu Dhabi, by far the 
biggest and richest member 
of the UAE. He came to 
power in 1966, when his tribe 
ruled that he should replace 
his late brother. Sheikh 
ShakhbutWhen he returned 
from the LTnited States last 


month, there was growing 
speculation that the presi- 
dent. looking pale and tired, 
would quit power. 

Sheikh Zayed has many 
sons and despite his ailment 
and old-age he appeared to 
be in control when he was 
shown on state-run television 
during a national day military 
parade on Monday and the 
FSC's night meeting. 

He spoke of what has been 
achieved from the merger of 
the previously seven poor 
emirates and urged his fsc 
partners to work for more 
prosperity. 

The leader, his neck ‘still 
bandaged, said there had 
been no differences among 
the seven emirates since the 


merger. 

“This is a boon, for which 
we shall thank God the 
Almighty." he said. “I hope 
you will intensify efforts to 
make more achievements for 
the people.” 

The UAE groups Abu 
Dhabi with Dubai. Sharjah. 
Ajman, Fujeirah. Ras AI 
Khaim ah and Umm AI 
Quwain in a political- 
defence and economic union, 
regarded as the strongest 
integration process in mod- 
em Arab history. 

The FSC is headed by 
Sheikh Zayed and is made up 
of the rulers of the emirates. 
It meets in the capital Abu 
Dhabi once a year to review 
the country's internal and 
external policy and endorse 
major decisions. 

Many in the UAE associate 
the president with economic 
prosperity as he has lavished 
funds on infrastructure and 
other development projects 
to turn the UAE into one of 
the most modem states in the 
Middle East 

On his return to Abu Dhabi 
from surgery in the United 
States, he was greeted with a 
bouquet of 300,000 flowers, 
the biggest in the world.. 


Jewish investors of Iranian 
origin living in Los Angeles, 
plan to take possession of 
their new property in 
Hebron as soon as the gov- 
ernment and Palestinian 
National Authority sign an 
agreement on the transfer of 
power in the city, it said. 


Land seizures 


Israel has confiscated over 
half the land in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip since 
occupying them in 1967 and 
confiscations have continued 
during the peace process, the 
Palestinian Information 
Ministry said Tuesday. 

Land confiscated by Israel 
in the Palestinian territories 
since 1967 totals 300.000 
hectares, over 5 1 per cent of 
the total area of the West 
Bank and Gaza, the ministry 
said in a report. 

Since September 1993. 
when Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) signed the declaration 
of principles leading to self- 
rule. Israel has confiscated 
30.000 hectares of land, the 
report said. 

In the West Bank. 74 per 
cent of the land has been 
confiscated, while 40 per 
cent of Gaza has been expro- 
priated. 

Confiscations reached 
their peak during 1994. after 
the signing of the first Oslo 
self-rule accords, when 900 
hectares a month were taken 
by Israeli authorities. 

The land was used primar- 
ily for Jewish settlements in 
the occupied territories and 
settler bypass roads, as well 
as 1.921 hectares for quar- 
ries for Israeli use. 

Israel has also confiscated 
33 per cent of the land in 
Arab East Jerusalem to build 
settlements, the report said. 

Over 180 kilometres of 
bypass roads, used by set- 
tlers to avoid Palestinian 
population centres, have 
been built in the West Bank 
and Gaza since 1993, it said. 


GCC head 
hails Doha 
stand on 
Israel ties 


DOHA (AFP) -- Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
Secretary General Jamil AI 
Hujailan on Tuesday wel- 
comed Qatar's decision to 
freeze the process of normal- 
ising relations with Israel. 

In a statement. Mr. 
Hujailan said Qatar’s posi- 
tion ‘‘is based on principles 
of .Arab nationalism and is 
designed to ensure that no 
concessions are made over 
the legitimate national rights 
of the Palestinian people." 

He added in the statement 
published by the Qatari 
News Agency QNA that 
Qatar's stand is “without a 
doubt the position of all the 
Arab states.” 

Mr. Hujailan accused Israel 
of “erecting obstacles co the 
peace process which will not 
lead to a fair and comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle 
East." 

Qatar and Oman are the 
only two members of the 
GCC to have begun normal- 
ising relations with Israel and 
the Jewish state has opened a 
trade office in the two coun- 


tries. 

Qatar, following the elec- 
tion of right-wing Likud 
Party leader Benyamin 
Netanyahu as Israel's prime 
minister in May. announced 
that it was putting the brakes 
on the normalisation process. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben Khalifa 
Al Thani. the Qatari leader, 
said Monday that Doha 
would not demand the clo- 
sure of the Israeli trade office 
but that it would not take any 
further steps towards normal- 
isation. 

The GCC's other members 
are Bahrain. Kuwait. Saudi 
.Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates. 



Palestinians demonstrate on a disputed hilltop near the Efrat Jewish settlement in the West Bank on Tuesday 
against settlers* plans to expand their enclave (Reuters photo) 


Japan- Jordan ties are based on shared 
values, mutual support — ambassador 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Repttrter 


AMMAN — Japan’s rela- 
tions with Jordan are not 
simply those of donor and 
recipient of aid but based on 
interests and values that the 
countries share and the 
mutual support the two 
extend to each other in the 
international scene, the 
Japanese ambassador to 
Jordan said Tuesday. 

Ambassador Takayuiti 
Kimura- addressing an 
Amman Rotary Club lun- 
cheon, also said Jordan was 
one of the few countries 
with whom Japan never had 
any policy differences and 
Tokyo highly appreciated 
the Kingdom's contribution 
to regional security and sta- 
bility. 

Peace and stability in the 
region is in Japan's interest 
as well in view of Japan's 
role as one of world's lead- 
ing economies, said the 
ambassador. 

Describing Japanese- 
Jordanian relations as excel- 
lent. Mr. Kimura. who took 
office in Amman last year 
after serving as deputy chief 
of mission of his country’s 
embassy in Washington, 
outlined three main de- 


ments that characterise the 
relationship. 

“We do not have a histori- 
cal legacy" that impedes the 
development of bilateral 
ties, he noted in a reference 
to the clouds over his coun- 
try's relations with some of 
its neighbours caused by 
World " War II. 

Similarly. Japan and 
Jordan do not have any 
political or military ambi- 
tions that would have ait 
impact on the relationship, 
he noted. 

Finally. Japan, which 
went through very difficult 
economic conditions and 
hardships after World War 
II. clearly understands 
Jordan's problems and is in 
a position to extend eco- 
nomic assistance aimed at 
helping the Kingdom stand 
on its feet, said the ambas- 
sador. 

Japanese interest in devel- 
oping ties with Jordan stems 
from Tokyo’s belief that the 
Kingdom is key to peace in 
the Middle East and it has a 
good policy that deserves 
support in addition to the 
good status of bilateral rela- 
tions as well as ties between 
the royal families of the two 
countries. he added. 

Japan and Jordan coordi- 


Bahrain confirms it 
will boycott summit, 
will try two Qataris 


MANAMA (Agencies) — 
Bahrain on Tuesday con- 
firmed that it will boycott 
the upcoming Gulf Arab 
summit in Doha because 
of a territorial dispute 
with Qatar. 

The official Bahraini 
daily Akhbar Al Khaleej 
said Bahrain's ruler 
Sheikh Issa Ben Salman 
Al Khalifa had sent a mes- 
sage to this effect to his 
“brother" Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa Al Thani of 
Qatar, who had proposed 
coming to Manama in per- 
son to issue an invitation 
to the Dec. 7-9 summit in 
Doha. 

The press in Bahrain, 
which reflects the official 
view, said Monday that 
Bahrain had no choice but 
to boycott the Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
l GCC) summit after it 
arrested two Qataris on 
charges of spying for 
Qatar. 

Bahraini officials said 
Tuesday that the trial of 

the two Qataris arrested 
on spying charges would 
open here on Wednesday. 

They said that lawyers 
had been appointed to 
defend Salwa Jussim 
Mohammad Fakhri. a 33- 
year-old Qatari woman 
who has allegedly con- 
fessed to espionage, and 
Fahd Hamad Abdullah Al 
Bakker. 28. an alleged 
Qatari intelligence officer. 

Qatar has denied that the 
two Qataris arrested in 
Bahrain were involved in 
espionage activities and 


accused Bahrain of seek- 
ing to torpedo the GCC 
summit. 

“We deny categorically 
the Bahraini statement 
implicating two Qatari 
citizens in spying," the 
Interior Ministry said. It 
voiced “surprise" that 
such charges should come 
“at a time when Qatar is 
preparing to host the sum- 
mit." 

Bahrain had previously 
vowed to boycott the sum- 
mit. saying Qatar had 
failed to show good faith 
in resolving their compet- 
ing claims to the Hawar 
islands and sandbanks in 
the area. 

Bahrain has accused 
Qatar of having taken 
advantage of a GCC 
summit in Doha in 
December 1990 to force it 
to sign a memorandum of 
understanding calling on 
Manama to take their dis- 
pute to the International 
Court of Justice. 

Manama insists an Arab 
solution should be found 
to the dispute. 

Saudi Arabia has been 
trying to mediate the dis- 
pute but has not make 
much headway as indicat- 
ed by the Bahrain deci- 
sion not to attend the GCC 


summit. 

Other members of the 
council, notably Oman 
and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). have also 
been trying to convince 
Bahrain to drop its objec- 
tions and attend the sum- 
mit in Doha. 



Takayuki Kimura 


nate very well at interna- 
tional fora and Tokyo could 
always count of the 
Kingdom's support for its 
positions, he noted. “Jordan 
is an active supporter of 
Japan's bid to join the U.N. 
Security Council as a per- 
manent member.” Mr. 
Kimura cited an example. 

Japan and Jordan have 
similarities in some areas, 
he said, pointing out that 
both countries have no oil 
and no other natural 
resource that bring in for- 
eign currency. 

“You have to survive and 


stand on your own before 
pursuing other goals" he 
said. 

“Exports or death" was 
the slogan that Japan adopt- 
ed in the 50s and 60s as the 
key means to bring in for- 
eign currency to pay for its 
food needs, and the industri- 
al development of Japan 
stemmed from this 
approach, he said. Tourism 
was another revenue earner 
for Japan but nowhere near 
the foreign currency the 
country's industrial exports 
brought in. he added. 

Drawing from its own 
experience. Japan is focus- 
ing on assistance to Jordan 
to develop its industrial base 
through a sound policy as 
well as the tourism sector 
through the right infrastruc- 
ture and support services, he 
said. 

Japan is conducting a 
study on industrialisation in 
the southern parts of Jordan 
and is also considering sig- 
nificant assistance to the 
Kingdom's master plan to 
develop tourism. 

Between 1990 and 1994. 
Japanese assistance to 
Jordan was worth S855 mil- 
lion. or nearly 40 per cent of 


(Continued on page 7 ) 


Beilin enters race for 


Labour's leadership 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Former Israeli cabinet min- 
ister Yossi Beilin, a propo- 
nent of a Palestinian state, 
announced his candidacy on 
Tuesday to succeed Shimon 
Peres as leader of the main 
opposition Labour Party in 
internal elections in June. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Beilin stood little chance of 
defeating former army chief 
Ehud Barak, the leading 
candidate in the race, but by 
contesting the primary elec- 
tion he would be in line for 
a senior cabinet position if 
Labour regained power. 

Israeli elections for prime 
minister, last held in May 
and won by right- wi ng 
Likud Party chief Benyamin 
Netanyahu, are next sched- 
uled for the year 2000. 

“Shimon Peres announced 
that he will not run (in June) 
...therefore I decided to 
Stand for party chief and 
prime minister in the next 
government” Mr. Beilin, a 
Labour member of parlia- 
ment, told a news confer- 


ence. 

“After Shimon pulled out. 
I felt there was no one head- 
ing the school of thought he 
represented, giving the right 
balance between peace and 
security” he said. 

Mr. Beilin is author of a 
peace plan formulated with 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
Mahmoud Abbas, that calls 
for the formation of a demil- 
itarised Palestinian stale in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
linked in a confederation 
with Jordan. 

On the left wing of 
Labour. Mr. Beilin was once 
described by assassinated 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 


Rabin as “Peres’ poodle". 

Former Health Minister 
Ephraim Sneh has also 
announced he will run in the 
Labour election. 

At Tuesday's press confer- 
ence Mr. Beilin said he was 
“the only person capable of 
effectively pursuing the 
policies of Mr. Peres, the 
only policies which offer a 
real vision of peace and 
security" for Israel. 

Considered a centrist 
within the Labour camp. 
Mr. Beilin has been inti- 
maiely involved in the peace 
process since the first con- 
tacts between the govern- 
ment of the late Premier 
Rabin and the PLO in 1992. 

He was a leading negotia- 
tor of the Oslo peace 
accords signed in 1993 and 
1995 and then led behind- 
the-scenes negotiations with 
Mr. Abbas on possible sce- 
narios for a permanent 
Israeli -Palestinian peace 
process. 

A one-time journalist. Mr. 
Beilin served as economy- 
minister and then as deputy- 
foreign minister to Mr. 
Peres in the Rabin govern- 
ment. 

After Mr. Peres took over 
die government following 
the November 1995 assassi- 
nation of Rabin. Mr. Beilin 
assumed the newly created 
ministerial portfolio in 
charge of the peace process. 

Israeli political commen- 
tators consider Mr. Barak 
the current front-runner for 
the opposition leadership 
since his military' past and 
image as a security hardlin- 
er give him an advantage in 
undermining the right-wing 
support for Mr. Netanyahu. 




Diana's ex-lover 
convicted of 
drunken driving - 


OKEHAMPTON, England 
(R) — Princess Diana’s for- 
mer lover, James Hewitt, was 
banned from driving for one 
year and fined £450 ($758) 
after being convicted of 
drunken driving. Hewitt, 38. 
had pleaded not guilty to the. 
charge of driving with excess 
alcohol in his blood. Police 
breathalysed the former cal- 
vary officer after another car 
drove into his vehicle last 
August and found he was 
over the legal alcohol limit 
The magistrate in the court in 
Okehampton, southwestern 
Encland, told Hewitt he was 
nor at fault in the accident, 
but it did not alter the fact he 
was driving over the legal 
limit. Diana, who was 
divorced from heir- to- de- 
throne Prince Charles in 
August, admitted her affair 
with Hewitt in a television 
interview last November. 


Burt Reynolds files 
for bankruptcy 


Lloyd Webber says 
time for a curtain call 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Britain's Andrew Lloyd 
Webber, who has dazzl ed the- 
atre audiences for two 
decades and who opens 
“Whistle Down the Wind” 
this week, said it might now 
be time for a breather in his 
career. "This is the first time I 
can truthfully say that I don't 
have an idea for a show at 
all." Lloyd Webber told a lun- 
cheon at the National Press 
Club. In often humourous 
remarks that touched on 
music, architecture, art and 
critics, the creator of mega- 
bits like “cats." “Phantom of 
the Opera," “Evita," and 
“Sunset Boulevard" said the 
only thing he had in mind 
right now was writing a book 
about his art collection. “At 
this point. I've written more 
musicals than Rodgers and 
Hammerstein did when they 
were together,” he said 
"Perhaps it’s time to take 
stock of things and recharge 
the batteries." 


Security summit a 
big snore for some 


LISBON (R) — . Listening to 
more than 50 leaders deliver 
their speeches at a European 
security summit can be a seri- 
ous challenge even for the 
most attentive of political 
ears- Swiss President Jean- 
Pascal Delamuraz, seated at 
tbc long, oval table in Lisbon 
with other heads of state and 
govemmentstole a few sec- 
onds to catnap before 
addressing the meeting him- 
self- After gourmet 
Portuguese hosts had laid on 
a hearty VIP lunch, eagle- 
eyed observers spotted .(he 
Swiss leader — still wearing 
his simultaneous translation 
earphones — with his head 
back, eyes closed and jaw 
ajar. Switzerland has the hon- 
our of chairing the 54-nation 
organisation for security and 
cooperation in Europe. 


WEST PALM BEACH, 
Florida (R) — Actor Burt 
Reynolds filed for Chapter 1 1 
protection under federal 
bankruptcy laws, declaring 
debts of more than $10 mil- 
lion. his attorney said 
Reynolds, 58, was divorced 
from actress Loni Anderson 
more than a year ago and 
owns a ranch and dinner the- 
atre near Jupiter in South 
Florida. Mark Bloom, an 
attorney for Reynolds, said 
the actor decided to file for 
protection under bankruptcy 
laws to win some “breathing 
space to focus on his career” 
and come up with a plan to 
repay his creditors. ‘-'It’s not 
unusual for an individual 
who is having temporary 
business problems to propose 
a plan under Chapter 11 to 
pay his creditors more than 
they would receive under a 
Chapter 7 liquidation," 
Bloom said. The bankruptcy 
petition listed debts of more 
than $10 million, and Bloom 
said Reynolds had assets of 
“slightly less than $10 mil- 
lion." The debts, which 
include some disputed ones, 
are due to unprofitable busi- 
ness investments. 
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